
7505: Home-Schooling 

 

The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee appreciates the dedication of parents who 

home-school their children.  And the committee intends that the school district support home-

schooling to the full extent required by Rhode Island General Law 6-19-2.  

I. Proclamation 
Every home-schooling situation (meaning—the education program being taught to each 

school aged child at the home-site) shall require the approval of the superintendent and, upon, 

recommendation of the superintendent, the school committee.  Approval shall be afforded to 

home-schooling situations that are in compliance with the state requirements and school district 

requirements, sections III and IV of this policy. 

II. Scope of Policy 

This policy sets forth the state and school district requirements that parents must meet to 

obtain and maintain approval to home-school their children.  Included is a process for parents to 

appeal school district decisions that adversely affect their home-schooling program.  

III. State Requirements of Parents Who Home-School  

Home-schooling is allowed in Rhode Island only under the provisions of the compulsory 

attendance law, 16-19-2 as amended.  The law requires that:  

1. Attendance of students is substantially equal to that required of public school students. 

2. An attendance register is kept for each child, in the manner that such registers are 

required to be kept in the public schools; and that each child’s register be provided to the 

school district superintendent and school committee, the department of elementary and 

secondary education and truant officers. 

3. The courses of instruction for each child shall include reading, writing, geography, 

arithmetic, the history of the United States, the history of Rhode Island, the principles of 

the American government, civics, health and physical education plus any additional 

courses that may be required in the state’s education laws subsequent to the adoption of 

this policy. All required courses shall be taught in the English language substantially to 

the same extent, as these subjects are required to be taught in the public schools.  The 

teaching of the English language and the subjects listed shall be thorough and efficient.  

Teaching of additional subjects or instruction in other languages is also allowed provided 

that the listed subjects shall also be taught using the English language. 

IV. School District Requirements of Parents Who Home-School 

To obtain home-schooling approval, parents are required to submit an application letter to 

the superintendent, which must include the following: 

1. The age and grade of each child to be home-schooled, 

2. The proposed education program, showing compliance with the state requirements 

(section III above) for each child, 

3. A curriculum plan for showing instructional resources and/or activities for each child 

that is substantially equivalent to the subject areas and objectives required in section III 

for public schools, and 

4. A proposed plan for evaluating the on-going progress of each child’s home-schooling 

program. 



To maintain home-schooling approval, parents must submit an end of the school year report 

to the superintendent not later than June 30 of each year of home-schooling.  Such reports must 

include, for each child being home-schooled: a record of attendance, progress achieved in each 

required subject based on the approved evaluation plan, and a statement as to the thoroughness 

and efficiency of the approved curriculum. 

Home-schooled students will have the option to participate in the school district’s testing 

program at their grade level, upon request to the superintendent made prior to September 15.    

V. School District Responsibilities 

Home-schooling within the E-WG School District shall be under the cognizance of the 

superintendent and his or her designees whose responsibilities shall include, but not be limited 

to: 

1. Review parents’ home-schooling applications for compliance with state and school 

district requirements. 

2. Approve compliant applications and recommend approval to the school committee. 

3. Notify parents of the approval and provide them with a copy of this policy. 

4. Provide explanation to parents whose application is disapproved. 

5. Establish a reasonable reporting schedule with the parents.  

6. Monitor the required annual reporting of each home-schooling situation; inform parents 

of non-compliance; and resend approval if acceptable corrections are not made. 

7. Report the children of non-compliant parents as truant to appropriate officials.  

8. Forward the end of the year attendance register for each child, submitted by parents, to 

the department of elementary and secondary education and to the district truant officer.  

VI. Parent’s Appeal Process 

Parents who are dissatisfied with any of the decisions made by the superintendent or the 

school committee that affect home-schooling of their children, may appeal to the commissioner 

of elementary and secondary education at: RI Department of Education, 255 Westminster Street,  

Providence RI, 02903. 

VII. Applicable Rhode Island General Laws 

Chapter 16-19 Compulsory Attendance, Section 16-19-2 Approval of private schools—

Requirements—Review 

Chapter 16-22   Curriculum, Sections 16-22-2 Civics education and 16-22-4 Instruction in 

health and physical education 

VIII. Dissemination  

This policy shall be disseminated to policy book holders and to parents who apply for home-

schooling approval. 

IX. Effective Date  

This policy shall become effective September 1, 2008.  

 

First Reading:  March 25, 2008             

Second Reading: April 8, 2008 

Adopted:  April 22, 2008            


