
6263: Presentations and Demonstrations of Public Issues on School Premises 

The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee believes that the education 

environment can be enhanced by balanced and evenly presented public issues, which are 

outside of but related to the school committee’s adopted curriculum, and which are 

presented in an understandable manner to school children.  The committee also believes 

that, while at school, students should not be exposed to presentations, advertisements, 

solicitations, demonstrations or disseminations of materials promoting controversial 

public issues that do not meet the established curricular criteria.  

III. Policy Proclamation 

The school committee herein proclaims that presentations, advertisements, 

demonstrations, solicitations and the disseminations of materials not related to the 

adopted curriculum interfere with the ability of the district to provide an environment 

conducive to teaching and learning and that those such distractions shall be prohibited 

from all school grounds and school buildings. 

II. Scope of Policy 

This policy provides for denial of requests to present, advertise, solicit, demonstrate 

or disseminate materials in support of any issue or cause on school grounds or in school 

buildings.  And further provides that the superintendent may deny access to school 

grounds and buildings or otherwise limit the activities of persons that: 

 Engages in any of the prohibited activities listed in section IV below; 

 Is not a currently registered student, or staff or faculty member at the school, and who 

do not have lawful business related to education of students; or 

 Acts in a manner that disrupts or disturbs the normal education functions or school 

operations. 

III. Controversial Public Issues Defined 

In the context of this policy controversial issues shall mean any problematic issue, 

such as political, religious or contemporary social subjects, in which there can be two or 

more viewpoints or solutions and with each viewpoint or solution being strongly 

advocated by significant numbers of students or public members.  

IV. Prohibited Activities 

Activities specifically prohibited on school grounds or in school buildings include 

any of the below listed presentations, or demonstrations or disseminations of materials; 

when such is intended to sway the opinion of students, parents, school employees or 

public members to favor an agenda or cause that is publicly controversial, is not part of 

the established education process, or is not understandable to school children. 

 Displaying of signs whether posted, hand-held, or worn on clothing; 

 Handing out materials of any kind to students, parents or school employees; 

 Distributing bring-home materials to school children; 

 Seeking support from students or parents for any cause or agenda; 

 Introducing materials into classrooms; or 

 Picketing. (In the context of this policy, picketing shall mean four or more persons 

standing or walking together in support of their agenda or cause.) 

 

 



V. Policy Implementation 

The superintendent and school principals shall deny requests from persons, other 

than persons who are authorized to represent federal or state agencies, applying for 

presentation, demonstration, advertising soliciting or dissemination of materials to 

promote any issue or cause, whether controversial or not, .on school grounds, in school 

buildings or via school list serves.  

The superintendent, or designee, shall intervene in any at-school occurrence of the 

prohibited activities listed in section IV above.  Appropriate intervention measures 

available to the superintendent, or designee, shall include, but not be limited to: 

requesting the violator(s) to cease their prohibited actions or quit the school premises. 

The superintendent, or designee, may also seek legal restraint and/or law enforcement 

protection.  

VI. Applicable Rhode Island General Laws, as amended 

 16-2-9 General powers and duties of school committees 

16-2-11 General powers and duties of superintendents  

VII. Effective Date 

This policy shall become effective on the date that the school committee adopts it. 
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