
3203: Budget Approval by All-Day Referendum  
The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee has adopted an all-day referendum 

process to increase public participation in the approval of its annual budgets.   

I. Proclamation 

In accordance with this policy and section V of the regional school district charter,  

the school committee’s annual budget and any warrant items proposed by the committee 

shall be voted on at an all-day referendum by the electors of Exeter and West Greenwich.  

The referendum shall be scheduled on the second or third Monday of April.  And 

approval or rejection of the budget and or warrant items shall be by simple majority vote 

of the combined towns. 

II. Scope 

This policy covers the all-day referendum process by which the school committee 

will gain approval of its annual budgets.  Included are the required actions of the board of 

canvassers in each of the towns; provisions to conduct subsequent referenda if needed to 

obtain an approved budget; and finally, without voter approval, to operate the district 

under provision of state laws.   

III. Voter Qualification and Voting Process 

The board of canvassers in each of the towns shall provide the list of qualified voters 

to be used at the polling place to verify that each elector appearing to vote is qualified.  

The boards of canvassers may, with the provisions of Rhode Island General Law 17-11-

1.1. notwithstanding, conduct the voting at a single polling place in each Exeter and West 

Greenwich. 

IV. Posting Time and Place of Voting 

At least 10 days prior to the all-day referendum, the superintendent, or designee, 

shall post the time and polling place for voting in each of the towns.  Posting shall be in 

the manner of a regular school committee meeting.  The superintendent shall also send 

the notice of the all-day referendum to the residents of each town via US Postal Service. 

V. Referenda Subsequent to Voter Rejection of Budget 

In the event that the voters reject the school committee’s proposed budget, the 

committee shall, as needed, schedule subsequent all-day referenda for voters to consider a 

revised budget.  Subsequent referenda may be conducted at thirty-day intervals and shall 

be conducted in the same manner set forth in sections III and IV above.  Prior to any 

subsequent referenda, the school committee shall meet and adopt a revised budget. The 

revised budget shall be, at the minimum, the amount necessary to operate the school 

district for the next fiscal year in compliance with state and federal mandates and 

contractual obligations.  To gain voter approval of the revised budget, the school 

committee may advertise the advantages of the revised budget and may schedule an 

informal district financial meeting. 

VI. Failure of Referenda to Yield an Approve Annual Budget 

If the school committee is unable to obtain an approved annual budget via referenda 

before the beginning of the upcoming fiscal year (July 1), the committee shall operate the 

school district in accordance with Rhode Island General Law 16-2-23 and may seek relief 

available from 16-2-21.4.   

 

 



VII. Applicable Rhode Island Public Law 

Chapter 80 Public Laws 1965, as amended—an act authorizing the formation of a 

regional school district representing the towns of Exeter and West Greenwich, as 

amended.  

VIII. Dissemination 

This policy shall be disseminated to all policy book holders.  

IX. Effective Date 

This policy shall become effective upon adoption by the school committee.  

 

First reading:  February 8, 2011 

Second Reading: February 15, 2011 

Adoption:  March 8, 2011 

Amended:  March 12, 2013 

Amended:   December 8, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 


