
2400: Limiting Exposure of School Children to Emissions from Diesel Engine Idling   

 

The Exeter-West Greenwich school committee recognizes that diesel engine 

emissions may be harmful to school children suffering from respiratory illnesses. To 

reduce exposure of school children to diesel engine emissions, the committee, by virtue 

of this policy, requires that school bus drivers strictly limit engine idling while school 

children are being boarded and transported, and that commercial truck drivers run 

engines only to enter and exist school grounds.  

I. Proclamation 

The school committee herein directs the superintendent to ensure that school bus 

operators and truck companies that provide services to the district, are informed of the 

diesel engine idling restrictions of this policy, and to work with them to correct any 

compliance issues that may develop. 

II. Scope of Policy 

This policy prohibits unnecessary idling of school bus and commercial truck engines 

in the presence of school children.  Time limits are imposed on school bus engine warm-

up.  And restrictions are set forth on commercial truck operation in the vicinity of school 

buildings when school is in session. 

III. School Bus Idling Restrictions and Limits 

This policy shall apply to every diesel-powered school bus being operated under 

contract to the district.  The school bus engine turnoff, restart, and warm-up and idling 

time limits, listed below, shall apply whenever buses are on school grounds to discharge 

or pickup school children whether for regular school, field trips or athletic contests.  

These limits shall also apply at all remote trip destinations where school children are 

being bussed to or picked up for return to the E-WG school grounds. 

Engine Turnoff and Restart 

Drivers of diesel-powered school buses shall turnoff their engines immediately upon 

reaching their destination and shall not restart engines until ready to depart and there is a 

clear path to exit the pickup or discharge area. 

Engine Warm-up and Idle Time Limits 

School bus drivers shall limit diesel engine cold weather warm-up time to manufacture's 

recommendations or in accordance with the below guidelines: 

Above 20 degrees F. 5 minutes, 

Below 20 degrees F. 15 minutes 

IV. Commercial Truck Diesel Engine Idling and Operating Policy  

Commercial trucks frequently enter school grounds to provide services such as: 

delivery of cafeteria supplies, fuel oil and other supply materials; the pickup of solid and 

liquid waste; and to perform utility maintenance and repairs.   

Certain limits and restrictions apply to commercial trucks entering onto school 

grounds at any time when school in session; i.e.: children are arriving on school buses; 

attending classes; or departing on school buses in the afternoon.  The policy requires that, 

upon reaching the service area, truck engines shall be turned off and remain off until the 

driver enters the cab for departure.  Provided however, to deliver intended services, 

drivers may run engines to provide auxiliary power for pumps, lifts, booms or other 

hydraulic tools.  The restrictions and limits of such engine operation are listed below: 



Fifty Feet or More from School Building 

Drivers may run truck engines, when school is in session, provided that the truck is 

positioned at least 50 feet from school buildings. 

Less Than Fifty Feet from School Building 

When school is in session, except for entering or departing school grounds, drivers shall 

not run truck engines when the truck is positioned less than 50 feet from a school 

building.  To provide needed services, drivers may run truck engines after school (2:15 

PM at the Senior High/Junior High School building and 4:00 PM at the Elementary 

School buildings). After-school activities shall be relocated in the event that trucks are 

running to deliver needed services during sanctioned times. 

V. Enforcement 

School employees, who observe school bus or commercial truck engine idling that is 

non-compliant with this policy, are not to confront drivers.  School bus and commercial 

truck drivers are not employees of the school district.  Such non-compliance is to be 

reported, with date, time, and bus number or truck license state and plate number noted, 

to the principal of the school being served by the bus or truck.  The school principal shall 

pass the reported non-compliance occurrences on to the director of administration. 

VI. Policy Dissemination 

This policy shall be disseminated to all policy book holders.  Additionally, the 

superintendent, or designee, shall include this policy, in paper form, as part of the 

notification informing school bus operators and commercial truck companies of the 

limited engine idling requirements. 

VII. Effective Date 
This amended policy shall be effective on the date of adoption by the school 

committee. 
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