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Guide 
Introduction

Arizona’s Department of Housing has been around for over 15 years. The goal of the department is to assist low-income families 
in finding, obtaining and keeping affordable and safe housing. The Department also seeks to restore, renew and revitalize 
low-income neighborhoods in the state. Thus, its efforts are jointly on behalf of individual households and communities at 
large. There are a great number of programs initiated and administered by the Department of Housing, but for the most part, 
they are all attempts to assist the public through loans, grants, tax credits and other types of financing and subsidies. Most 
Department of Housing programs are administered by housing partners, which include government entities and nonprofit 
housing developers. These housing partners receive subsidies and carry out the programs among residents. It is therefore 
very important that all organizations involved are well versed in these programs. The federal government rather than state 
general funds also fund most of the department’s programs. In the sections below, we will discuss two of the most important 
types of assistance offered by the Arizona Department of Housing.
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Homeownership Assistance
Owning a home produces a sense of pride in many 
homeowners. Beyond this internal benefit, there are 
financial and social benefits to owning a home as well. 
Owning a home allows an owner to build up equity in a 
way that renting does not, and homes are gathering places 
for many types of social gatherings. Therefore, it is of great 
benefit for any Arizona resident to own a home. Yet, certain 
homebuyers, such as first-time buyers, have great difficulty 
accumulating enough money to put a down payment on a 
new home and pay for the many required closing costs. 
This could be for any number of reasons, but may include 
the following:

common ways that the Arizona Department of Housing 
assists homebuyers.

Another way is through ensuring fairness in housing. The 
Department of Housing helps enforce the Fair Housing Act, 
which guarantees equal access to housing for residents, 
free from discrimination based on race, religion, sex, color, 
national origin, disability, familial status and other factors. 
Housing providers violate the Fair Housing Act when they 
exclude certain households from housing based on these 
factors. They also violate the Act if they do any of the 
following based on discriminatory factors:

The first-time buyers may have student loan 
debt to pay off

Refuse to negotiate the terms of a sale or 
rental

The buyers may be struggling to pay increased 
rent prices

Charge certain individuals and families more 
to rent or more

Will not show, rent or sell a property or housing

Making it clear through advertising that only a 
certain type of person or household is wanted 
for a house or rental property

The buyers may have not have the opportunity 
to increase their income at work

Ask these individuals or families for larger 
security deposits

• For example, if they tell a person that 
a house is no longer available when it 
actually is

Lie or mislead a person interested in renting 
or buying 

Withholding or denying services that are 
extended to others

In order to solve this common problem, the Department 
of Housing, through the Arizona Industrial Development 
Authority, offers the HOME Plus Home Loan Program. 
This program aims to remove all obstacles for first-time 
buyers and other buyers who wish to purchase a home 
but cannot afford down payments and closing costs. 
This is a form of homeownership assistance. Under the 
Home Loan Program, the Department seeks to assist 
future homeowners who qualify to receive mortgages but 
cannot afford other costs associated with the purchase of 
a home. The Development Authority assists with the down 
payment and closing costs of a purchase coinciding with a 
30-year fixed-rate mortgage, and the amount of assistance 
equals zero to five percent of the loan’s principal balance. 
The assistance takes the form of deferred payment without 
interest for a period of three years. It is one of the most 

https://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-2
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Any of the above acts, and many more kinds of acts, can be violations of the Fair Housing Act if they are done based on illegal 
discriminatory considerations.

Section 8 Housing
The other major service offered by the Arizona Department of Housing is Section 8 housing. Section 8 housing covers several 
different types of programs, including voucher programs such as the housing choice voucher program.

The housing choice voucher program was initiated by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development. It is the 
federal department’s main program in its efforts to provide affordable housing to low-income, elderly and disabled families 
outside of government-subsidized communities. Under the voucher program, households are given vouchers for private 
housing, allowing them to shop for many types of housing on their own rather than being limited to certain communities 
intended to assist low-income families. With the vouchers, participants can look for single-family homes, townhomes or 
apartments. As long as the housing falls within the specific parameters of the housing choice voucher program, the family 
may purchase or rent the home. These housing choice vouchers are given out in each state by public housing agencies (PHAs), 
which use federal funds to extend vouchers to eligible residents. There are many PHAs in the state of Arizona, including the 
Arizona Public Housing Authority (APHA) in Yavapai County.

In order for families to use housing vouchers for rentals, the owner or landlord must agree to rent the house under the terms 
of the program. If the landlord agrees, the local PHA will provide a housing subsidy to the owner which will count towards the 
cost of rent. Then the family will be responsible for the remainder of the full rent cost. This arrangement may even take place 
in a housing unit in which the family already lives. If they seek participation in the voucher program and the owner agrees to 
the arrangement, rental payment can proceed as if the unit were newly rented.

The state of Arizona offers two Section 8 programs: the Housing Choice Voucher Program and Project-Based Rental 
Assistance. The voucher program is the program described in the paragraph above. Arizona allots 70 vouchers for homeless 
veterans and 89 vouchers for other participants in Yavapai County. As state, the PHA for this count is the Arizona Public 
Housing Authority. Other jurisdictions have different PHAs. You must join a waiting list to receive one of the 70 or 89 vouchers. 

The Project-Based Rental Assistance program is also administered by the APHA in Yavapai County. It includes eight properties 
throughout Arizona and roughly 8,000 housing units. These units are not owned by PHAs but by private owners. Like vouchers, 
the program is intended to assist families with renting affordable housing.
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Homeownership 
Assistance in Arizona

Through this housing guide, you can learn about the variety 
of housing assistance programs available to Arizona 
residents. You can explore Federal Housing Assistance 
(FHA) programs and programs offered by the Arizona 
Department of Housing (ADOH) and the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Depending on 
your situation, you can qualify for one or more of the 
aforementioned programs. You can explore programs 
available for first-time homeowners looking to afford a 
new home, as well as loan options that assist you in the 
process. Housing counseling is also provided through the 
ADOH and can help you decide which housing options 
you qualify for and which are the best for your situation. 
A housing counselor will be able to inform you about HUD 
homes, FHA programs and what to do if you think you 
have experienced housing discrimination in Arizona.

Housing assistance programs exist on all different levels 
and for multiple different reasons. To learn more, read 
the comprehensive articles provided below to find out 
everything you need to know about housing assistance in 
Arizona and the programs you may qualify for. This guide 
contains the specific eligibility requirements you need to 
qualify for the housing programs available in Arizona and 
how you can best apply for assistance. 

FHA Loans in Arizona
The Federal Housing Administration officially opened in 1934 
during a major housing crisis that resulted in 60 percent of 
Americans renting and millions of construction employees 
being laid off. Congress created it to combat unreasonable 
borrowing requirements and outrageous lending terms. 
In 1964, the FHA joined forces with Housing and Urban 
Development to help revolutionize homebuying for Americans. 

Today, FHA loans help homebuyers from all backgrounds buy 
their dream homes with straightforward terms and simpler 
eligibility requirements. Despite the process being streamlined, 
there are some parts of the FHA loan process that are blurry. 
This guide will help clear up the process, making it easier for 
you to get an FHA loan for your next home. 

Who is eligible for an FHA Loan? 

Eligibility for an FHA loan in Arizona falls into two 
categories: government eligibility and lender eligibility. 
Government eligibility is fairly clear-cut, as the FHA has 
laid out straightforward requirements to qualify. They are 
as follows:

The borrower must be a U.S. citizen or a legal 
permanent resident

The mortgage amount must be between 
$294,515 and $696,650, depending on the type 
of housing

The property must be the borrower’s 
residence, not an investment 

The loan to value must be between 85 and 
96.5 percent

The borrower’s credit score must be a 500 or higher

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/fhahistory
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The variables in mortgage amount and LTV can get a little 
confusing, but there are clear rules there as well. You can 
find all the mortgage limits for Arizona on the Housing 
and Urban Development website. As for the loan-to-
value requirements, the standard LTV cap is 96.5 percent, 
but this falls to 90 percent if your credit score is 579 or 
below. There are additional restrictions place on identity-
of-interest transactions, which are home sales between 
two parties who are related or have an existing business 
relationship. In these transactions, the LTV cannot exceed 
85 percent. There are some exceptions to this 85 percent 
rule, and these include: 

Purchasing a family member’s principal 
residence

Purchasing a rental property where the 
borrower has been a tenant for at least the 
past six months

When an employee of a builder purchases one 
of the builder’s homes as his or her primary 
residence

When a corporation purchases a transferring 
employee’s home and resells it to another 
employee 

Once you have determined you pass the government’s 
eligibility tests, you must then pass the lender’s eligibility 
tests. Fortunately, this is where things get a little more 
traditional, as this qualification stage is very similar to any 
other mortgage. This means, the lender will look into your 
credit history, payment history, debts, household income 
and anything else it deems necessary to qualify you for the 
mortgage. 

Make sure to keep in mind that just because you meet 
the FHA’s requirements does not guarantee the lender 
will approve you. Though they are protected by insurance, 
lenders generally have stricter requirements than the FHA.  

Applying for an FHA Loan

Because the FHA does not underwrite or fund any loans, 
it only insures them, you apply directly through approved 
FHA lenders. HUD offers a complete list of all the approved 
FHA lenders in Arizona from which you can choose. Once 
you choose a lender, you can generally apply in person, on 
the phone or over the internet. 

Before applying, make sure you grab all the information the 
bank may need. This includes things like household income, 
employment information, Social Security numbers, dates 
of birth and information on all household debts. 

Applying over the internet is typically your safest bet, as 
this allows you to take your time when applying and gather 
any additional information you may need to complete the 
application. Once you submit your application, you should 
hear back from the lender within a few days. 

Applying over the phone is another way to get the 
application process done without leaving the house, but 
there are some issues. The biggest potential problem 
is information being misunderstood or lost in the 
transcription process, which could be huge red flags for 
an underwriter. In addition, bankers are busy, as they may 
be dealing with dozens of customers at once. This could 
result in your application being delayed or you not being 
able to reach him or her if you need an update. 

Stopping into the bank is a great way to get all the 
information on the loan spoken in terms you understand. 
Completing the process in person allows you to sign 
everything on the spot. However, the inconvenience of 
going to the bank and dealing with its limited hours of 
operation may outweigh the positives. 

Advantages of Getting an FHA Loan

FHA loans offer plenty of benefits to all borrowers, but 
first-time homebuyers will find these loans especially 
helpful. First, the 3.5 percent down payment requirement 
will help a first-time buyer on a limited budget save up to 
buy his or her dream home. A first-time homebuyer with 
limited credit history will also appreciate the fact that 
FHA loans generally work with subprime credit. Finally, 

https://entp.hud.gov/idapp/html/hicost1.cfm
https://apps.hud.gov/ll/code/getllst.cfm?startseq=-1&called_by=llslcrit&ldrtp=05&lndrnme=&lndrcity=&lndstate=AZ&lndrcounty=&lndrcountyCode=none&lndrzip=&ldrad=1&aafb=all_areas&groupsize=10&pbox1=on&pbox2=on&sobox1=on&sobox2=on&sobox3=on&sobox4=on&sobox5=on&sobox6=on
https://apps.hud.gov/ll/code/getllst.cfm?startseq=-1&called_by=llslcrit&ldrtp=05&lndrnme=&lndrcity=&lndstate=AZ&lndrcounty=&lndrcountyCode=none&lndrzip=&ldrad=1&aafb=all_areas&groupsize=10&pbox1=on&pbox2=on&sobox1=on&sobox2=on&sobox3=on&sobox4=on&sobox5=on&sobox6=on
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the HUD-approved FHA loan consultants in Arizona will 
help new homebuyers wade through the sea of paperwork 
involved in buying a home, and they can help him or her 
find a budget-friendly home. 

Disadvantages of Getting an FHA Loan

While FHA loans can be helpful and offer plenty of 
benefits, there are a few downsides to getting one. The 
first disadvantage is the two-stage eligibility process of 
FHA approval and lender approval. One of the biggest 
disadvantage of an FHA loan is its mortgage insurance 
requirement. 

Because the LTV is often very high, FHA loans require you 
to keep an insurance policy that protects the lender in case 
you default. If your LTV is 90 percent of lower, you can 
remove the insurance after 11 years. However, if your LTV 
is more than 90 percent, you must keep this insurance for 
the entire loan period, which can add tens of thousands of 
dollars to the total you will pay to finance the house. The 
only way to drop the mortgage insurance in this case is to 
refinance into a non-FHA loan. 

The final disadvantage is the upfront mortgage 
insurance premium, which costs 1.75 percent of the 
total loan value. You can either shell out the thousands 
of dollars it will at closing or roll that into your financing 
and pay interest on it.

Housing Counseling in Arizona
The entire home-shopping and buying process involves 
a significant amount of research and time. This can take 
what is supposed to be an exciting process and turn it into 
a tedious task. Fortunately, there is a lot of information 
available to home shoppers, homebuyers, homeowners 
and renters through Housing and Urban Development’s 
(HUD) housing counseling programs. 

HUD has certified a select number of housing agencies in 
Arizona to deliver free or low-cost counseling to anyone 
looking for housing in the state. The information offered 
in these counseling sessions can guide Arizona residents 
through foreclosure avoidance, reverse mortgages, 

pre-purchase planning, budgeting, loan default, credit 
problems and even the process of renting a home. While 
these programs can be a big help, determining where to 
take advantage of them can be difficult. In the sections 
below, you will learn what these services offer, where to 
get them and how much they cost. 

What are housing counseling services?

Part of HUD’s responsibilities as a government agency is 
to ensure homes in America are occupied and minimize 
substandard housing or homelessness. With this comes 
the need for education about housing. This is where 
HUD-certified housing counseling services become 
essential. They give homeowners, renters, home buyers 
and prospective tenants the information they need to get 
a home and maintain that home, even though difficult 
financial times. These counseling sessions are available 
for those looking to buy or rent a home and those who are 
currently in a home. They are also available for homeless 
individuals. In fact, residents do not have to participate in 
any government housing program to use these free or low-
cost counseling services. 

What housing counseling services are available?

HUD-sponsored and approved housing counseling 

https://apps.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.cfm?webListAction=search&searchstate=AZ
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services are available across Arizona, and they provide 
various types of guidance for Arizonians in all types of 
situations. 

If you are considering buying a home, there are services 
that can help guide you through the process. The 
counseling services can help you figure out how much you 
can afford, what your rights are as a homebuyer, how to 
shop for a loan, what government programs are available 
to you, how to shop for a home, how to make a fair offer, 
how to ensure the home is safe before buying it, what to 
look for in homeowner’s insurance and more. 

Renters can get counseling on public housing and other 
government programs, finding rentals in their area, 
renters’ rights and responsibilities, deciding if buying or 
renting is a better option for them and Rental Assistance 
Demonstration. 

Homeowners can receive counseling, but this is generally 
limited to avoiding and overcoming foreclosure, as 
well as what to do if foreclosure is unavoidable. The 
counseling sessions will lay out what programs can help 
the owner avoid foreclosure and keep his or her home, 
overcome mortgages where the borrower owes more 
than the home is worth, short selling his or her home to 
avoid foreclosure and getting his or her home back after 
foreclosure. 

Finally, homelessness also falls into the agency’s counseling 
services. The HUD offers counseling to homeless individuals 
and those on the brink of homelessness regarding programs 
designed to help them avoid or end their homelessness. 
These programs include those that provide free or low-
cost housing and explain housing laws, those that provide 
free and low-cost food, health and safety resources, and 
employment and job training. 

How to Get Housing Counseling in Arizona

Like all other states, Arizona has a select number of 
counseling agencies that HUD approved to provide 
housing counseling. If you need counseling, you can visit 
the HUD website and perform an online search in your 
area. You can also narrow your search by city and other 

factors, such as whether the counseling is faith-based or 
suitable for migrant workers. 

After you perform the search, a list of nearby agencies will 
appear, and you will be able to see their phone numbers 
and website URLs if available. Pay close attention to the 
“Counseling Services” column on the results page, as this 
will tell you whether or not an agency will be helpful in 
your situation. You can also call HUD directly to find a 
housing counselor. The number to call is 800-569-4287. 
If you have a disability and require TTY service, you can 
call 202-708-1455.

Once you find the housing counseling agency that 
suits your needs, you have several ways to schedule 
a consultation: email, phone or online. If the agency 
has a website, this might be the best place to start. 
Some agencies offer online appointment setting, while 
others have substantial counseling information that 
you can download or view online. If you cannot find any 
information online, calling the agency is another option. 
When calling, be clear about your situation and what you 
are looking for to avoid receiving the wrong information. 
Finally, you can try emailing the contact on the list of 
counseling agencies in your area. 

The Costs Associated With Housing Counseling 

Costs vary greatly between agencies, as some may offer 
all their services for free, but others may charge a small 
fee. There are, however, services that must always be 
free. These include foreclosure avoidance counseling and 
homelessness counseling. Also, if you can prove that you 
cannot afford to pay any fees associated with counseling, 
HUD requires it’s approved agencies to provide you the 
service for free. 

To find out exactly how much certain counseling services 
cost in your area, you must reach out to the agency you 
plan to use. In some cases, agency websites show these 
counseling services’ costs, but in many cases, you need 
to call to find out the costs. If you cannot afford the costs, 
ask the representative what you need to do to get its 
services for free. 

https://www.hud.gov/topics/buying_a_home
https://www.hud.gov/topics/rental_assistance
https://www.hud.gov/homeownerhelp
https://www.hud.gov/topics/avoiding_foreclosure
https://www.hudexchange.info/housing-and-homeless-assistance/
https://apps.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.cfm?webListAction=search&searchstate=AZ
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If you find an agency is violating the rules regarding the 
cost of its services, like charging for foreclosure avoidance 
counseling, overcharging for services or refusing free 
service to homeowner or renter who cannot afford said 
services, you can report the agency to HUD. 

How to File a Housing Discrimination 
Complaint in Arizona 
The Fair Housing Act of protects prospective tenants and 
homebuyers from discrimination based on their race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, family status or disability. To 
help streamline the enforcement of these rules, Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) has instituted a series of 
avenues for reporting housing discrimination. While this 
can be an unsettling process, filing is simple and free 
and the process is transparent. Learn more about what 
constitutes housing discrimination and how to file a formal 
complaint below. 

What is housing discrimination?

Housing discrimination involves a landlord, seller or any 
other interested party that forbids someone from renting 
or buying a home based on certain factors. HUD and the 
state of Arizona forbid housing discrimination based on: 

If you feel you have been wrongly discriminated against 
because of one of the aforementioned reasons, you can 
file a housing discrimination complaint, and HUD will 
evaluate the case for potential litigation.

Filing a Housing Discrimination Complaint

There are multiple ways to file a housing 
discrimination complaint in Arizona, some of which 
are quicker and easier than others. The options are 
online, via mail or over the phone, and no matter the 
way you choose to file, you must gather the following 
information: 

Ethnicity

Race

There are two caveats to agencies charging 
any fees for counseling

Color

Sex

The agency must present the fees before 
starting counseling

National origin

Family status

The fees must be appropriate for the service 
delivered. 

Religion

Disability

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/housing-counseling/customer-service-feedback/#Feedback
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Your name and current address

TTY for the hearing impaired at 1-800-927-9275

Name and address of alleged violator

Interpreters

The address or other identifier for the home 
you are attempting to obtain

Materials in braille or on tape

A quick description of the discriminatory actions

Assisted form reading and completion

The date of the alleged discrimination

Once you have collected this information, you are ready to 
file your claim. The easiest and quickest way to file your 
discrimination claim is online. Simply navigate to HUD’s 
Housing Discrimination Form, enter all the requested 
information and click the Submit Form button at the bottom 
of the page. Filing a claim this way will immediately put it in 
the right hands and may result in a quicker response. 

Filing a claim through the mail is also straightforward, 
but it requires a few extra steps and more time. First, you 
need to find the address for you regional HUD office – HUD 
provides a full list online. Then, type or clearly write a letter 
outlining all the above information and mail it to the HUD 
office. While this process will get your complaint to the 
right person, it could delay your housing search a bit as 
the letter must travel through the mail and make it through 
processing at the HUD office. 

Finally, you can file a complaint over the phone. To file this 
way, contact the regional HUD office for Arizona at 1-800-
347-3739 to speak with a representative about the alleged 
discrimination. When you call, tell the representative you 
need to file a claim to ensure he or she is the right person to 

speak with. Once you have the right person on the phone, 
give him or her all the information you have compiled. 
While this is the most direct way to file a complaint, you 
do run the risk of not reaching the right person or having 
some of your information lost in the transcription process.

If you are disabled or need other assistance in filing a 
claim, HUD offers the following services: 

Housing Discrimination Complaint Process

Once you submit your claim, HUD will review it, alert the 
alleged violator of the claim, allow the violator to respond 
and determine if there is a valid claim. If HUD finds any 
issues that prevent your claim from moving forward, it will 
contact you within the first 100 days. 

If HUD determines there is reasonable suspicion your 
rights have been violated under the Fair Housing Act, it 
will first reach out to let you know its findings. HUD will 
then attempt to strike an agreement between you and the 
alleged violator. If both parties agree to terms, then HUD 
stops the process and restarts it only if one party violates 
the agreement. Should a violation occur, HUD refers the 
claim to the attorney general who will file a suit. 

If both parties cannot reach an agreement, your case will 
go to an administrative hearing within 120 days. There is 

https://portalapps.hud.gov/AdaptivePages/HUD/complaint/complaint-details.htm
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/aboutfheo/fhhubs
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-2
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no cost to you for this hearing, as HUD will represent you 
and litigate on your behalf. You can, however, be involved in 
the process and even bring in your own lawyer. During this 
hearing, an administrative law judge will review evidence 
from you and the alleged violator to determine if there was 
discrimination. If the judge rules in your favor, he or she 
may order the violator to: 

Pay you for physical damages, as well as pain 
and suffering. 

Provide you relief, like allowing you to rent or 
buy the house. 

Pay a civil penalty of up to $70,000 within seven 
years.

Reimburse your attorney fees and other costs 
associated with the claim. 

If you prefer, the claim can bypass the administrative 
hearing and go straight to Federal District Court. In this 
process, the attorney general will file and litigate the suit 
for you. Like the administrative hearing, the court can 
award damages to you and impose monetary penalties on 
the violator. 

Getting Quick Relief for Housing Discrimination

The discrimination claim process is long and tedious, 
and in some cases, this long wait can result in the home 
you wanted being sold or rented while you go through the 
claim process. Fortunately, HUD has a plan in place for 
this situation. If there is a serious potential Fair Housing 
Act violation, HUD can ask the attorney general to provide 
temporary relief while your case is pending. An example of 
this relief may include preventing a landlord from renting a 
property until the HUD investigation is complete.  

How to Buy a HUD Home in Arizona
Purchasing a home is often one of the largest single 
purchase you will make in your lifetime. Not only is the 
amount of money you will be spending considerable, it 
will also be a time commitment to pay off your house can 
take decades. Financing your home is a great option to 
reduce costs and increase your option for homes that may 
otherwise be outside of your financial capacity. You can 
explore your options through the United States Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to find a 
suitable home. HUD’s mission is to create communities 
that are inclusive, affordable, and sustainable and they 
look to provide quality for those who seek to acquire a HUD 
home. HUD’s desire is to increase the quality of life for all 
those who participate in its programs. 

What is a HUD Home in Arizona? 

A HUD home is typically a residential property that offers 
between one and four units. HUD normally acquires these 
dwellings by way of foreclosure sales on mortgages 
insured by Federal Housing Administration (FHA). When 
HUD forecloses on one of these homes, HUD becomes the 
owner of the property and then puts it on the market for 
resale in order to recoup its expenses. More often than not, 
HUD homes tend to be in need of some repairs. The extent 
of the repairs needed can range from minor work such as 
some new flooring or other cosmetic work to major repairs 
such as working on the foundations, the exterior walls or 
the roof. HUD homes have advantages for buyers. They 
offer a home at greatly reduced prices due to repairs or 
locations that may not be premiums on the market. You 
may also find that the different programs available to you 
reduce an already attractive price along with the possibility 
of help in refurbishing the home in some instances. 

Who Can Buy an Arizona HUD Home? 

HUD homes are available to any qualifying buyers. 
However, HUD gives priority to buying one of the houses 
in their inventory to those prospective homebuyers whom 
they consider owner-occupants. This means the buyer 
who intends to purchase the dwelling also intends to live 
in it, making it their primary residence. Some homes pass 

https://www.hud.gov/
https://www.hud.gov/
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through the priority period without any potential owner-
occupants making a bid on the house. At that point, HUD 
opens the sale of the property up to anyone who wishes to 
purchase it.

Purchasing HUD Homes in Arizona

It is important to note that HUD does not offer guarantee 
on the homes they put up for sale. HUD absolves itself 
from any responsibility for any issues in need of repair 
making you, the new homeowner, solely responsible for 
making repairs. For this reason, HUD strongly suggest 
that if you are looking to purchase a home from their 
inventory that you schedule a professional home 
inspection before you submit your bid to purchase the 
home. However, HUD does offer prospective purchasers 
the opportunity to apply for the 203(k) Rehabilitation 
Mortgage Insurance program. This program allows you 
to borrow up to $38,000, which is part of your mortgage 
package in order to make needed repairs or to upgrade 
your new home with things such as a remodeled kitchen 
or bathrooms, new carpeting or other flooring. For more 
information about HUD’s Rehabilitation Loan program, 
you can view their web page for the program here. 

HUD offers several different discount programs in order 
to assist you with your home purchase. The first of these 
programs is titled the Neighbor Next Door program. This 
plan’s intent is to help improve and revitalize an area in which 
HUD homes for sale are located. It does this by offering 
its homes for sale to professionals whose jobs are civic-
minded. Included among those eligible for participation in 
the Neighbor Next Door program are first responders like 
firefighters, law enforcement officers, emergency medical 
technicians and paramedics as well as teachers. HUD 
provides formidable discounts to qualified buyers that may 
equal up to 50 percent of the purchase price of a home. 
The nonprofits program is a second initiative HUD uses to 
encourage purchasing their homes. Administered by the 
FHA, this program offers HUD homes at up to 30 percent 
off the listed purchase price to community and faith-based 
organizations so they can rehabilitate the homes and resell 
them to first-time homebuyers and those families with low 
to moderate-income levels. The Dollar Homes program 

provides an opportunity for low to moderate-income level 
families in a community for the purposes of meeting 
community needs by allowing local governments to sell 
HUD homes for one dollar. Qualified HUD homebuyers 
may purchase these dwellings from the FHA. 

Where to Buy HUD Homes in Arizona

Finding your ideal HUD home for sale is made easier by 
HUD’s home finder portal located on their website. There 
you will be able to look up all of the properties HUD offers 
up for sale. Using the home finder, you simply choose your 
state, Arizona, and then populate the various fields in order 
to retrieve a list of properties for sale through HUD that 
meet your criteria. You may search based on address in 
specific locales you prefer, prices ranges from a minimum 
to a maximum dollar amount, the number of bedrooms 
and bathrooms, the buyer type such as owner-occupant, 
investor, government agency or by program such as 
Good Neighbor Next Door program, Nonprofit program or 
Dollar Homes program. You may also search the status 
of the home you wish to buy whether it is a new listing, 
is accepting bids or has a reduced price. You may also 
search by a case number specific to each property. 

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/sfh/203k
https://www.hudhomestore.com/Home/Index.aspx
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Section 8 
in Arizona 

Arizona provides opportunities for low-income housing to those who need it through the Section 8 housing program, 
funded and administered by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). There are many 
facets to the Section 8 program you should familiarize yourself with, so you can navigate the process smoothly. By 
reading these articles, you will learn what you need to know about the eligibility requirements for low-income housing 
available through HUD. How to register for the program and how to complete the application process are also topics 
covered here. 

The Section 8 program maintains waiting lists for participants should you be unable to obtain low-income housing right 
away. In addition to waiting lists, HUD and state housing authorities maintain inventory lists of the various HUD houses and 
apartments available for rent for low-income families who qualify to receive Section 8 housing benefits. Unfortunately, not 
all Section 8 housing applicants get approved for participation in the program. If you are denied Section 8 benefits, there is 
an appeals process in place to afford you the opportunity to challenge any decisions preventing you from renting housing 
under Section 8 programs. 

Eligibility for Section 8 in Arizona
The U.S. government’s Section 8 program offers aid to low-income, elderly, and disabled persons/families who require 
assistance in paying their monthly rent. There are a number of different factors which can impact an individual’s or family’s 
eligibility in Section 8 programs, such as income, family composition, and background. Additionally, there are some eligibility 
requirements that are unique to Section 8 housing in Arizona. This comprehensive guide will tell you everything you need to 
know about your eligibility requirements for Section 8 in Arizona, as well as show you some important resources that you can 
use in order to apply for aid quickly and efficiently.

What is Section 8 in Arizona?

Founded from within the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Housing Choice Voucher Program, 
most commonly referred to as Section 8, is a voucher program that provides government funds to help qualifying individuals 
and families by contributing to a large percentage of their monthly rent. The main draw for this program is that it allows 
participants to choose from any number of section 8 eligible apartments and houses in their city, instead of being forced to 
choose from a much smaller list of government-subsidized options. 

When a family lives in a home that is eligible for section 8 benefits, their public housing agency (PHA) uses the funds from 
the HUD and works with said family’s property owner to pay a percentage of their owed monthly rent. To find an office near 
you, view the official list of HUD-approved public housing agencies to contact in Arizona. In Arizona, Section 8 is utilized 
throughout the state - the complete list of specific locations in AZ is shown in the next section.

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts/az
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What are the requirements for Section 8? 

The most crucial requirement for section 8 eligibility is 
that you or your family’s annual income does not exceed 
a certain benchmark established each year by the HUD. 
Because of the differences in local economies throughout 
Arizona, these numbers also vary each year depending 
on where you choose to live in the state. While your 
designated public housing agency has the final say over 
your eligibility, there is a public list of the previously noted 
financial benchmarks set by the state of Arizona each year. 
Please be aware that the benchmarks will change each 
year. When they are posted, newer updated resources can 
be found here. 

This chart shows that in Phoenix, in 2017, a four-person 
household earning $33,000 per year would qualify for 
Section 8 housing assistance. However, if the same 
family was earning $34,000 per year, they would not be 
applicable. Usually, in order to be eligibility, the individual 
or family in question must not be earning over 50 percent 
of the median annual income for their respective city. 
Additionally, a public housing agency is required to provide 
at least 75 percent of its voucher to any applicant whose 
household is earning under 30 percent of the median 
annual income for their respective city. 

Once you have spoken with your local public housing 
agency, you will receive housing immediately or have 
a place on the waiting list until more section 8 eligible 
apartments and homes become available. An important 
note: after signing up, if your waiting list is particularly 
busy, you can apply for Section 8 assistance at more than 
one public housing agency. You can also learn the distance 
radius of your voucher from these agencies, to give yourself 
other options in finding Section 8 eligible housing.

Citizenship Eligibility for Section 8 in Arizona

Arizona is also one of many states that have additional 
qualifications required for section 8 eligibility. In Phoenix, 
Mesa, and many other cities throughout the state, section 
8 eligibility requires criminal background checks to be 
performed by the Arizona Department of Housing on all 
adult family members in an application. However, the 

https://housing.az.gov/documents-links/forms/public-housing-authority
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results of these background checks will not immediately 
prevent an applicant from receiving aid, as the Housing 
Department will review all parts of the application equally. 
Other items that the housing department must consider 
when reviewing an application are prior debts to property 
owners, evictions, leaving other government subsidized 
units and immigration status.

What is Section 8 in a project-based apartment/house?

Within Arizona, there are many agencies that help citizens 
in finding aid for low-income housing. The Arizona 
Public Housing Authority (APHA) is one notable program 
administer a number of Arizona’s section 8 vouchers. The 
Housing Authority for Yavapai County administers that 
county’s 89 vouchers, so they work directly with public 
housing agencies in cities such as Prescott and Sedona. 
The agency is also the contract administrators for the over 
8,000 project-based section 8 apartments and houses 
throughout the state of Arizona. 

When a tenant leaves/breaks the lease, the section 8 
eligibility does not go along with them. This means that an 
applicant who leaves a project-based section 8 property 
for a standard section 8 property must go through the 
typical process, such as undergoing a background check. 
Regardless, this program has opened up many more 
opportunities for section 8 housing across the state.

Although the APHA does not own or manage any of 
these properties, they do work closely with the respective 
landlords to administer Housing Assistance Payments 
Contracts with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. Those who are interested in these project-
based Section 8 properties can visit the HUD’s website, or 
call the Arizona Department of Housing at (602) 771-1000 
to obtain the current list of these properties.

Special Section 8 Eligibility Exemptions

Many cities’ housing departments throughout Arizona 
have additional Section 8 vouchers for those who qualify 
under special or unique circumstances. For example, 
the city of Phoenix has a number of section 8 vouchers 
explicitly for providing housing to homeless veterans. 

In working with veteran support groups such as, the 
Veterans Affairs medical center in Phoenix, there is an 
annual allotment of additional section 8 vouchers that go 
towards helping homeless veterans who are interested 
in subsidized housing. There are also other protected 
section 8 eligibility exemptions throughout the state, such 
as Phoenix’s Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS 
(HOPWA) grant program. Both of these programs are 
further outlined on the Phoenix Department of Housing 
website, which was posted above in this guide.

Where can I go to determine my section 8 eligibility for 
my area?

The Arizona Department of Housing has branches located 
in a variety of different cities across the state. Because the 
maximum annual salary restrictions for Section 8 eligibility 
vary by city, it is crucial that you go to the correct page for 
your city to view the most up-to-date numbers. You can refer 
to the uppermost document in this guide for the most recent 
Section 8 eligibility numbers by area, or visit the government 
housing website for your city/metropolitan area.

How to Apply for Section 8 Housing 
Assistance in Arizona
The first and most crucial step in applying for Section 8 
housing assistance in Arizona is to figure out which local 
Public Housing Authority is responsible for the area in which 
you live. The statewide Arizona Public Housing Authority 
(PHA) is responsible for the usual Housing Choice Vouchers 
only in Yavapai County. If you live in another county, you are 
going to need to apply through the local PHA rather than 
the state organization. A list of available Public Housing 
Authorities can be found here. These websites are where 
applicants can find the local phone numbers to call and 
the addresses of their local PHA. Though the process of 
applying for Section 8 housing will require the same kinds of 
information for all Public Housing Authorities, there may be 
some minor differences between PHAs, such as applying 
via website or through the mail.

Useful Documents to Have Available

The Section 8 application process is designed to help 

https://www.hud.gov/states/arizona/renting
https://housing.az.gov/general-public/arizona-public-housing-authority-section-8-0
https://www.hud.gov/states/arizona/renting/hawebsites
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lower-income families afford a residence, so the first set 
of documents to have at hand when applying for HUD 
assistance is information regarding your family’s yearly 
income. This is the main requirement for receiving 
Section 8 assistance. Basically, applicants must show 
that they earn a certain portion of the median annual 
income in the area overseen by their local Public 
Housing Authority. The median annual income is the 
average amount of money split down the exact middle 
of all earners in the area. If a family earns four-fifths, 
half, or 30 percent of this amount, they are considered 
low income, very low income, or extremely low income, 
respectively. This means that a family is eligible for 
Section 8 assistance. Therefore, it is important to have 
pay-stubs and tax returns on hand when filing the 
Section 8 application.

Other documents can be useful, as well. You will need 
to show proof of your identity. To do so, have one of the 
following items nearby:

How to Apply for Section 8 Housing

The Section 8 application can be filled out in several ways. 
Again, contacting your local Public Housing Authority will 
reveal exactly how they prefer applications to be filled out. 
Though each PHA may have its preferences, there are 
three methods of signing up for HUD housing assistance.

Driver’s license

Passport

Social Security card

Other form of identification

Once the PHA can verify your identity, it will need to 
verify that you are a citizen or an immigrant who is in 
the country legally. A Social Security card, visa, or other 
method of proving this status should be prepared by 
the applicant.

Conduct a phone interview with a representative 
of the Public Housing Authority.

Request, fill out and mail a Section 8 
application form.

Use the official website for your local PHA to 
apply for Section 8 housing online.

Sometimes, PHAs use a combination of the above 
methods. For example, the City of Glendale’s Public 
Housing Authority requires applicants to give their 
information over the phone in a to a PHA official as 
part of the pre-application process. Applicants who are 
approved after that initial process will receive the Section 
8 application in the mail and must fill it out and send it 
back to the Public Housing Authority. After those steps, if 
the applicant is approved, he or she will be added to the 
waiting list for Section 8 housing assistance.

https://www.hud.gov/states/arizona/renting/hawebsites
https://www.glendaleaz.com/housing/ApplicationandWaitListInformation.cfm
https://www.glendaleaz.com/housing/ApplicationandWaitListInformation.cfm
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Alternatively, the Phoenix Public Housing Authority allow 
applicants to fill out the Section 8 application online. 
However, because there are so many applicants in 
the area governed by the Phoenix PHA, those who are 
approved are entered into a lottery from which 10,000 are 
selected for the Section 8 housing assistance waiting list 
at any given time. 

Preference Points

One of the reasons for providing as much information 
as possible when applying for Section 8 housing 
is to ensure that you are documented for any and 
all preference points that apply to you. Simply put, 
preference points include any information about you or 
members of your family that might place you higher 
up in the waiting list or might mark your household out 
as being particularly in need of Section 8 assistance. 
Different Public Housing Authorities will have different 
lists of preference points and may weigh those 
preferences in different ways, but the following is a list 
of applicants who will be preferred:

An active member of the United States military

Families who have been entered into the 
Witness Protection Program

Families who have been forced to move 
because of natural disasters

Domestic violence victims

Families that include one or more severely 
disabled members

When deciding how to apply for Section 8 housing, it 
is important to keep in mind the kinds of preferences 
of the Public Housing Authority under which you are 
applying. You will want to provide evidence of any and 
all preferential categories that apply to you in order to 
ensure that you receive a spot on the waiting list that is 
as high as possible.

The Lesser-Used Type of Section 8 Housing Assistance

The most common form of Section 8 housing 
assistance is the use of Housing Choice Vouchers. With 
this form of HUD assistance, the applicant will receive 
vouchers from his or her Public Housing Authority that 
can be used to help pay for rent. However, a second 
form of assistance exists, and some people may want 
to learn how to apply for Section 8 housing in that 
manner. This second form is called Project-Based 
Rental Assistance. These contracts are overseen by 
the Arizona Public Housing Authority throughout the 
state and consist of rental assistance given out directly 
from HUD. You can search through HUD’S online local 
listings that participate in this program and decide 
which rental properties to apply to through the Arizona 
Public Housing Authority. Importantly, you still will 
need the same qualifying information as if you were 
applying for Housing Choice Vouchers, such as proper 
identification, citizenship or legal immigrant status 
documents, and information on your family’s annual 

income.

Section 8 Waiting Lists in Arizona
Section 8 housing provides inexpensive housing for 
Arizona residents with low incomes, and it is broken 
into two main programs: Housing Choice Vouchers and 

People who live or work in the area in which 
they are applying for assistance 

People who are living on government assistance 
and are unable to work 

https://www.phoenix.gov/housingsite/Pages/Section-8-Application-Process.aspx
https://housing.az.gov/general-public/arizona-public-housing-authority-section-8-0
https://apps.hud.gov/apps/section8/step2.cfm?state=AZ%2CArizona
https://apps.hud.gov/apps/section8/step2.cfm?state=AZ%2CArizona
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Project-Based Voucher program. The former is open to 
any household within the income requirements, whereas 
the latter is reserved for those who are chronically 
homeless or meet additional requirements. Because 
space is limited in these programs and demand is high, 
Arizona has waiting lists that applicants must sign up for 
and remain on until there is a Section 8 vacancy available 
for them. Over time, applicants move up this list until they 
reach the top and the Housing Authority invites them to 
interview for Section 8 benefits. 

Each of Arizona’s Section 8 jurisdictions, which are 
separated by city or county, has its own application 
process to get on the waiting list. This can cause some 
confusion for applicants. However, understanding when 
the waiting lists opens, how to get on the list and how to 
move up the list will help you get the inexpensive housing 
your family needs. 

When do the Section 8 waiting lists open to new 
applicants?

As mentioned earlier, there is high demand for Section 
8 housing in Arizona, which leaves a large discrepancy 
between the number of applicants and the number of 
low-cost housing options. Waiting lists help organize 
the process of getting a Section 8 voucher, but the high 
demand means many waiting lists are closed for years. 
When they do open, applicants rush to apply, so knowing 
when they are open is key. 

Though there is little forewarning when a list opens, there 
are ways to find out when this happens. Local news 
stations understand the importance of these lists and the 
demand they generate, so they generally announce them 
during their broadcasts. Likewise, radio stations also 
announce when these waiting lists open. Word of mouth 
is another great way to learn about openings, as you may 
miss an announcement that a waiting list has opened, 
but a family member or co-worker may have caught it 
and can let you know.
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Another way to know when a waiting list is open is to frequently log on to your local Housing Authority’s website and look for 
an announcement. The following is a list of the housing authorities in Arizona:

JURISDICTION EMAIL ADDRESS

Chandler amy.jacobson@chandleraz.gov

Douglas xenia.gonzalez@douglasaz.gov

Eloy emmally@eloyha.com

Flagstaff housing@flagstaff.az.gov

Glendale kmofford@glendaleaz.com

Mesa liz.morales@mesaaz.gov

Nogales amartinez@nogalesaz.gov

Phoenix cindy.stotler@phoenix.gov

Scottsdale malbanese@scottsdaleaz.gov

South Tucson stha@theriver.com

Tempe naomi_farrell@tempe.gov

Tucson sally.stang@tucsonaz.gov

Williams debbfuller@aol.com

Winslow jshorthair@winslowaz.gov

Yuma michaelm@hacy.org

Cochise County mmaldonado@cochise.az.gov

Gila County mbuzan@gilacountyaz.gov

Graham County housing@cochise.az.gov

Maricopa County g.munoz@maricopahousing.org

http://www.chandleraz.gov/default.aspx?pageid=175
http://www.douglasaz.gov/237/Housing
https://www.eloyaz.gov/227/Housing-Authority-Board
http://www.flagstaff.az.gov/2342/Housing-Authority
http://www.glendaleaz.com/housing
http://www.mesaaz.gov/residents/housing-community-development/housing-choice-voucher-program-section-8
https://www.nogalesaz.gov/housing-authority
http://www.phoenix.gov/housing
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/social-services/housing-choice-voucher-program
https://www.southtucsonaz.gov/stha
http://www.tempe.gov/housing
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/
http://www.winslowaz.gov/public-housing/4578866707
http://www.hacy.org/
http://www.cochise.az.gov/housing
http://www.gilacountyaz.gov/government/community/housing_services/section_8_housing_choice_voucher.php
http://www.cochise.az.gov/housing
http://www.maricopahousing.org/
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Mohave County davewolf@mohavecounty.us

Pima County HCDAdmin@tucsonaz.gov

Pinal County (Not including Eloy) adeline.allen@pinalcountyaz.gov

Yavapai County carol.ditmore@azhousing.gov

Yuma County gloria.mallek@yumacountyaz.gov

How to Get on a Section 8 Waiting List

Because demand is so high, getting on one of the Section 8 waiting lists can prove difficult, but it is possible. One key to getting 
on a waiting list is to be open to jurisdictions outside of where you currently live. While Housing Authorities do give preference 
to applicants in their own jurisdictions, spreading your application across several areas will give you a broader chance of being 
selected for a Section 8 interview and possible placement.  

The process of physically applying to get on a Section 8 waiting list is straightforward. First, collect all the data you need to 
apply, including your household income and the Social Security numbers and birth dates for everyone in your household. If you 
are in temporary housing and uncertain of your current address, you will need to have this as well. With all of these materials 
in hand, navigate to the Housing Authority website in the jurisdiction you want to apply to and follow all the application steps. 
The application process is free. 

If you have issues applying online due to special needs, you can reach out to the Housing Authority in the jurisdiction you are 
applying to and request accommodation. You can see all the phone numbers for the various Housing Authorities on this list. 

Once you apply, you will receive confirmation that includes a client ID or a username. Write this number down and keep it in a 
safe place, as you may need it moving forward. 

Checking Your Status on the Section 8 Waiting List

Once you finally make it on a Section 8 waiting list, you need to periodically check in to review your status. Each jurisdiction’s 
procedure for checking your waitlist status may vary so be prepared to answer different questions for each. Generally, you will 
have a username and password or a client ID and password to log in to the portal. Once logged in, you can check your status. 

Some jurisdictions will give you the status of your application, all your personal information and your placement on the waiting 
list. Others, however, will give you all your personal data and status but do not list your position on the waiting list. You can 
also use this opportunity to review all your data, like address, income, phone number and household size, and update anything 
that may be out of date. 

Getting Your Name to the Top of the Section 8 Waiting List

The goal is to get your household to the top of the waiting list and get invited to go through a Section 8 interview, but there 
is no way to actively push your way to the top. There are, however, organic ways to guide your application to the top of the 
list. The first step is logging in to the application portal frequently, verifying your information is up-to-date and fixing any red 

http://www.mohavecounty.us/
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/hcd/section-8-program-information
http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/
http://www.azhousing.gov/
http://www.yumacountyaz.gov/government/housing
https://housing.az.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/AZ-Housing-Authority-List-11-2017.pdf
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flags that may get you removed from the list. You must 
also update your profile immediately if anything changes. 
This is especially important for contact information, as the 
Housing Authority may attempt to call or write you, and if 
you do not respond, it may assume you no longer need its 
services and remove you from the waiting list. Furthermore, 
you must respond to all Housing Authority inquiries 
immediately. If you do not reply to a correspondence in a 
timely manner, the Housing Authority will assume you no 
longer need its services. 

If you follow these tips, your Section 8 application 
will remain on the waiting list without any issues. The 
longer it remains on the list, the better your chances 
are the Housing Authority will select you for a Section 
8 interview. 

How quickly your household moves up the waiting list 
also depends on other factors. Housing Authorities 
across Arizona have set up preference-point systems 
that prioritize certain applicants. Preferred applicants 
include:

Applicants who are in witness protection or 
have other safety concerns 

Families who were forced to move due to city 
actions or natural disasters

Applicants with referrals from certain 
organizations or government agencies

Current residents of the Housing Authority’s 
jurisdiction or those who work there

 Section 8 Denials in Arizona Guide
Section 8, known as the Housing Choice Voucher 
Program, is a program that helps low-income individuals 
or families move into suitable housing. The United 
States Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) works together with the Arizona Department of 
Housing (ADOH) in order to help provide housing for 
low-income families. However, not all applicants are 
accepted into this program. There are several reasons 
why an applicant may be denied Section 8 assistance 
in Arizona. For more information on why an application 
may be denied and what do if your application is denied, 
refer to the sections below. 

Eligibility Requirements

In order to be accepted into Section 8, you must meet 
the eligibility requirements that have been set forth by 
the state of Arizona. The program serves people whose 
income is less than 50 percent of the median income in 
the area that they are applying to live. In some cities in 
Arizona, 75 percent of new admissions into the Section 8 
waiting list must be made up of residents in the “extremely 
low-income” category. These residents have income that 
is less than 30 percent of the median income in the area. 
Because of this, certain applicants may be moved down 
on the waiting list in favor of those in the extremely low-
income category. There are six categories that an applicant 
can fall into. These include:

Households with elderly people, military 
members or at least one working adult  

Extremely Low

Very Low

Lower
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In order to determine which category you fall into, you 
can use this income limit spreadsheet document as 
an example. Some cities in Arizona may have differing 
median income amounts. The lower your income, the 
more likely you are to be accepted into the program. This 
also means that the reverse is true. If your income falls 
in the above, median or even low categories, you may be 
denied entrance into this program. 

In addition to meeting the income requirements, you must 
also meet the family composition requirements. This does 
not mean that you have to have a group of more than one 
person to apply. A family can be described as:

Low

Median Income

Above Income

A disabled person who meets the Social 
Security definition of the word “handicapped.”

An individual 62 years of age or older.

Other categories of single people.

A married couple whose primary earner is 62 
years of age or older or is disabled, meeting the 
Social Security definition of “handicapped.”

Any group of two or more people who live 
together and whose income and resources go 
towards meeting the family’s needs. 

If these people are not related by blood or marriage, they 
can be related by operation of law, or they can obtain 
evidence that they have a family relationship and have 
been in that relationship for two years or more.

http://www.tempe.gov/home/showdocument?id=42531
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Reasons You May Be Denied Section 8

You can be denied Section 8 privileges for a number 
of reasons. Even if you meet the income and family 
composition requirements, you may still be denied. For 
instance, everyone who applies to be a part of the Section 
8 program must adhere to testing, including alcohol and 
drug testing. Applicants who fail these tests may be denied 
entrance into the Section 8 program. 

Applicants are also subject to restrictions on criminal 
activity. This stipulation is meant to ensure that the 
residents of the area are safe and live in a secure 
environment. Because of this stipulation, applicants may 
be screened for excessive alcohol use that disrupts the 
community, as well as any drug use and criminal activity 
in their past. If you or anyone included on your application 
fails any one of those screenings or is found participating 
in any of those activities, you may be denied Section 8 
assistance. If you are already receiving help through 
the Section 8 program and participate in any of these 
activities, you could be evicted from the residence that 
Section 8 pays for. 

Another reason that you could be denied is if you refuse 
to sign a Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) contract. 
The HAP contract is the written agreement that is created 
between a public housing authority (PHA) and the renter of 
the unit. You could also be denied admission if you or any 
of the adults on your application fail to sign the mandatory 
consent forms. 

Section 8 Denial Process

When you are denied Section 8 assistance, there is 
a certain process that the PHA must go through. 
They must send you a written rejection letter notice. 
This is also the case if the PHA would like to cut off 
any current assistance. The letter must contain the 
following:

If the family is already receiving benefits, the letter must 
contain a statement telling the family members how 
they can receive help under the preservation of families 
provision. This can include temporary deferral or proration 
of assistance. It must also include a statement describing 
their right to appeal this decision of the secondary 
verification to the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) if the denial has to do with immigration status. It 
must also include a statement describing their ability to 
request an informal hearing with the PHA instead of an INS 
appeal if the case was related to immigration status. 

Appeals Process

If you have been denied Section 8 assistance, there are 
certain steps that you can take to appeal the denial. You 
may request a hearing with the public housing authority 
(PHA). You can call the Public and Indian Housing (PIH) 
information center at 800-955-2232, who can answer any 
questions you may have about the process.  

If your denial has to do with immigration issues, then the 
appeals process is a bit different. You will need to file for 
an appeal with the INS and complete the following steps:

Within 30 days of receiving the denial letter, you must write 
an appeal request.

The request must include a cover letter and any documents 
that support your claim. You must also include a copy 
of the verification request form (Form G-845S). This 
form should have been submitted by the PHA during the 
secondary verification process.  

The request must also include a copy of the request for an 
appeal with INS and any additional documents that may 
be requested by the INS.

A statement that the assistance is denied or 
will no longer be provided

A reason for the denial or discontinuation of 
benefits

A statement notifying the family that they may 
be eligible for prorated assistance if they are a 
mixed family
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The INS will make a decision about the request within 30 
days and forward the copy of the request to the Public 
Housing Authority (PHA). 

Section 8 Housing Lists in Arizona Guide
When applying for Section 8, it is up to the applicant to find 
suitable housing. This can be done through many avenues. 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) has compiled lists of subsidized housing all over the 
country. For more information on how to find subsidized 
housing or Section 8 approved homes, what it takes for 
a home to qualify for the program, how to read a housing 
listing and more, refer to the sections outlined below. 

Housing Requirements

When a person with a Section 8 voucher searches for a 
home, they must keep the Section 8 requirements in mind. 
Because of the new Housing Choice Voucher Program, 
applicants may find homes anywhere in the United 
States. The only requirement is that the family lives in the 
jurisdiction of the Public Housing Authority that gave them 
the voucher at the time of applying. If not, the family must 
find a home or apartment within the jurisdiction of the 
Public Housing Authority (PHA) that issued the voucher 
and reside there for the first 12 months after they are 
admitted to the program. 

Because the Public Housing Authority does not find homes for 
applicants, it is the applicant’s responsibility to find a dwelling 
where the landlord agrees to be paid through the Housing 
Choice Voucher program. Once he or she finds a landlord 
who agrees to the terms, the landlord and the applicant will 
have to sign an agreement. The landlord will also need to 
sign an agreement with the Public Housing Authority. This 
agreement will run for the duration of the lease. 

The state of Arizona requires the units chosen to meet the 
Public Housing Authority’s standards. The home must be 
deemed decent, safe and sanitary. The unit must meet 
these standards before anyone moves into it and must 
maintain the standards throughout the entire duration of 
the program participant’s stay and as long as the landlord 
is receiving funds from the PHA. This also applies to any 

services that were specified as a part of the lease. They 
must be upheld to the level specified in the lease for the 
entire duration of the participant’s stay. 

In the case that a landlord owns a residence that is 
leased through Section 8, the units must meet certain 
requirements, as well. The landlord must comply with 
all nondiscrimination requirements stated under the Fair 
Housing Act and he or she must meet all reporting and 
management requirements as set out by the state. This 
also includes accounting requirements. If the landlord 
wishes to renovate or add anything on to the residence 
that would require construction, they will have to get 
approval from HUD and the Contract Administrator. They 
will also need permission if they would like to refinance the 
residence. 

In order for a home to qualify for Section 8, it may have to 
meet a water requirement as well. In the city of Phoenix, 
an apartment or home must use the city of Phoenix Water 
Department as its water provider. Other cities may require 
housing to use other water providers. To determine the 
specifics for your city, search the Arizona directory of 
Public Housing Authorities for your city and contact your 
local PHA. 

Finding a Section 8 Eligible Home

Some cities have lists of Section 8 homes, others do not. If 
your city does not have a list of homes, you will have to find 
them on your own. However, there are several sites that 
can help you do this. Here are a few suggested resources:

Rental service agencies

Housing sections in the newspaper

Referrals from friends or family

https://housing.az.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Public%2520Housing%2520Authority%2520List%5B1%5D.pdf
https://housing.az.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Public%2520Housing%2520Authority%2520List%5B1%5D.pdf
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Arizona does have a directory of Rural Development 
Multifamily Housing Rentals that you may use to find 
suitable housing in a rural area. These dwellings are 
split up by a list of criteria. You can search by inputting 
the desired town, zip code, property name and/or 
management agency name. Once you do this, a list of 
homes will pop up. It is important to note that all of these 
homes may not be Section 8 eligible. You will need to call 
the homeowner or property manager to determine if the 
home meets the Section 8 qualifications. Your local Public 
Housing Authority may also be able to assist you in finding 
a satisfactory place to live. 

How to Navigate a Housing Listing

Once you have found a listing of homes that are in the 
desired area that you would like to move to, you will need to 
navigate through the list. The list will usually be split up by 
property. Some units that are in a neighborhood or complex 
will be listed together. In this case, the name of the complex 
or neighborhood will be listed along with a photo of the 
apartment complex. The listing will also show the number 
of available units in the complex. All of the units on the 
property may not be eligible for Section 8. In this case, the 
property will usually list the number of subsidized rentals, 
as well. The listing will also show the types of units that are 
available and the number of bedrooms that are in the units. 

In most cases, the type of complex will also be listed. Some 
homes are only available to elderly or disabled tenants. If 
that is the case, it will be stated in the listing. Some listings 
will allow you to click through and see the prices for the 
units. Other units will require that you call the property 
manager for more information. 

Contact information for the unit will also be shown on the 
listing. This may be the number or email of the property 
manager or of the homeowner. If you have any additional 
questions about the listing, contacting the property 

Hearing problems

Mobility and visual issues 

Chronic alcoholism

Mental illness

Property Management Companies
manager or homeowner is the best way to get all of the 
information needed.  Each housing listing is unique and 
may be arranged a bit differently from others. Though the 
details may show up differently, most housing listings 
contain the same information.

Disability Rights in Arizona Housing Guide
There are certain laws that protect people with disabilities 
when procuring housing all over the country. These laws 
protect these groups of people from being discriminated 
against, taken advantage of and more. For more 
information on what exactly these rights are, whom they 
pertain to refer to the sections below. 

What is considered a disability? 

Federal law says that a person is disabled if they have 
a physical and/or mental issue that limits one or more 
life activities. This issue or impairment must either be 
documented, or the person must be widely regarded as 
an individual with the impairment. These impairments can 
include, but are not limited to, the following:

AIDs

https://rdmfhrentals.sc.egov.usda.gov/RDMFHRentals/select_county.jsp?st=AZ&state_name=Arizona&st_cd=04
https://rdmfhrentals.sc.egov.usda.gov/RDMFHRentals/select_county.jsp?st=AZ&state_name=Arizona&st_cd=04
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AIDS related complications

Mental retardation

Life activities can be described as, but are not limited to:

Rights of Disabled People

While inhabiting a public or private dwelling, federal law 
gives disabled people certain rights. It prohibits anyone 
from discriminating against people with disabilities 
in any regard while dealing with housing. Under these 
stipulations, property owners and sellers of homes 
cannot have different application processes or eligibility 
requirements for people with disabilities than they have for 
people without disabilities. They are also prohibited from 
charging rental feels, having sales prices or terms and 
conditions that differ from the norm for disabled people. 

Walking

Talking

Hearing

Seeing

Breathing

Learning

Manual Tasks

Self-care
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Due to federal law, property owners and housing 
sellers are required to make certain accommodations 
if a person has a disability. This may require changing 
rules, practices and polices so that the disabled tenant 
may have full use of the facility and enjoy the dwelling 
in the same manner that someone who is not disabled 
could. The renter or seller is not required to make any 
physical changes to the property that would cause 
them financial strain or change the foundation of the 
property. They are required to allow such changes to 
occur so that the handicapped person can have full 
use of the facility. This includes reasonable changes 
to the property, such as adding a ramp so that the unit 
is more accessible, installing bars in the restroom or 
widening hallways so that a wheelchair or any other 
mobility device can get through. For a full list of what 
counts as a reasonable modification, refer to the HUD 
Reasonable Accommodations Under the Fair Housing 
Act document. 

These modifications will usually fall on the tenant to 
finance. However, if the tenant lives in a Federally assisted 
housing property, then the landlord may be required to 
pay for the renovations. There are also several programs 
that are available to help people with disabilities fund 
the necessary renovations to their residences. These 
programs can be found here. 

There are a number of rules regarding how new multifamily 
housing is designed if it is federally funded. The home or 
apartment must be accessible for people who are disabled 
or have handicaps. If the house or property has at least 
four separate units and an elevator, the units must meet 
the following criteria:

If the property does not have an elevator and has at 
least four units, the ground-floor units must meet the 
requirements listed above. This only applies to housing 
built after March 13, 1991. 

In addition to the aforementioned rights, it is also illegal 
for a person with a disability to be excluded from any 
federally funded programs because of their disabilities. 
To prevent this from happening, local governments are 
not allowed to use any land use or zoning requirements 
to prohibit people with disabilities from moving into or 
living in an area. 

All states uphold the rights outlined in the Fair Housing 
Act, but some states have more stipulations. Arizona 
specifically outlines the following as being illegal to do 
based on a person’s disability or handicap.

The entryway must be accessible to people 
who are disabled or handicapped.

The doors must be usable for the 
aforementioned groups.

In addition to there being an accessible 
entryway, all walkways in the unit must be 
accessible. 

There must be light switches, outlets and 
thermostats that are accessible, along with 
environmental controls.

The walls in the bathrooms must be reinforced.

The kitchen and bathroom must be functional 
for people who have handicaps or disabilities. 

Refusing to show an apartment or home 

Refusing to negotiate in the renting or selling 
process

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/ReasonableAccommodations15
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/ReasonableAccommodations15
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/ReasonableAccommodations15
https://www.hud.gov/library/bookshelf08/
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Denying someone the use of a facility that is 
normally available

Section 504

People with disabilities are also protected under what 
is commonly known as Section 504. Section 504 of the 
1973 Rehabilitation Act says that no applicants who are 
otherwise eligible can be excluded from or denied benefits 
from any program that receives federal assistance solely 
because of their disability. This means that any program 
that receives funding from a federal agency, including 
but not limited to HUD, cannot refuse to include people 
because they have a disability.  For more information on 
Section 504, refer to HUD’s frequently asked questions 
about Section 504 list. 

Homelessness Assistance in Arizona
Many people in the US suffer from homelessness. 
If you find that you are currently homeless or are 
about to become homeless, there are many programs 
available that can help you in Arizona. The United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development has 
many programs and systems in place that are specifically 
designed to help those who are currently homeless or 
about to be homeless. For more information on what 
services are available to the homeless, who is eligible for 
these programs and how you can receive the help that 
you need refer to the sections below. 

Raising the price or rent

Asking for a larger security deposit

Lying about the property no longer being 
available

Advertising that certain people are not wanted

Denying services 

Suggested that someone live only in a certain 
area

The Americans with Disabilities Act

The Americans with Disabilities Act is intended to help 
people with disabilities. In most cases it does not apply 
to residential areas, but it does apply to commercial 
facilities. Title III of the act specifically refers to common 
areas in housing developments. This means that if there 
is a shared kitchen or public space, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act covers that space. Any state university or 
public entity must operate under the restrictions of this 
act. It also includes commercial facilities and any housing 
that the Americans with Disabilities Act would consider 
a public entity, such as housing that is run by the state or 
any unit of government.  

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/disabilities/sect504faq
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Services

If you find you are homeless and in need of a temporary 
housing situation while you look for something more 
permanent, there are several services available in the state 
of Arizona. 

The first is an emergency shelter. Emergency shelters 
are properties that are used as temporary housing for 
homeless families. These shelters are not permanent 
solutions, but rather a place to live while you search for a 
permanent solution. A list of emergency shelters in Arizona 
can be found here. 

The second service is called rapid rehousing. This service 
was designed to help move homeless people and families 
from emergency shelters or other situations to permanent 
housing quickly by using relocation and stabilization 
services. This program can also provide short and 
medium-term rental assistance. If you would like to use 
the rapid rehousing program, you can contact your local 
emergency shelter for help. 

The final services are homeless prevention and rental 
assistance programs. Emergency shelters are a last 
resort for individuals and families who will experience 
homelessness without a solution. In order to keep families 
from having to live in a shelter or a place that is not suitable 
for human inhabitance, HUD has relocation and stabilization 
services that can help those facing homelessness in the 
short and medium-term with rental assistance. 

Assistance Programs

There are also several programs in Arizona that can 
help you before you reach the point of homelessness 
and prevent you from becoming homeless. One of 
those programs is called the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP). LIHEAP helps people 
with low incomes pay their utility bills and makes the 
cost of energy less expensive. The program is federally 
funded. It can help families by paying their current 
energy bills and past due bills. The program can also 
help with utility deposits and help the family become 
more energy efficient, which will reduce energy costs in 
the future.

Priority for this service is given to people who are 60 years 
old or older, families with someone who is of that age, 
people with disabilities and families with children younger 
than six years old. This is because these groups of people 
are at a greater risk for illness and death if their house 
loses power and gets too cold or too hot. To apply for this 
service, contact the Community Action Program in your 
area. 

If you need to talk to someone about how to prevent 
becoming homeless or how to find a permanent living 
situation, HUD sponsors housing counseling agencies 
all around the country that are designed to help you. 
If you need to talk to a counselor about foreclosures or 
homelessness, the calls and counseling are free. You can 
search the housing counseling agency directory to find 
an agency near you or call HUD at (800) 569-4287. If you 
are about to experience homelessness due to foreclosure, 
there are specific foreclosure avoidance counselors who 
can help you. Those can be found in the foreclosure 
avoidance counseling directory. 

Homeless Veterans

If you are a veteran who is about to become homeless or 
is currently homeless, there are many programs available 
specifically to assist you. If you fall into the very-low 
income category, Supportive Services for Veteran Families 
(SSVF) may fit your need for assistance. The SSVF will 
provide case management and support services to either 
help stop your family from losing your home or find new, 
safe and satisfactory housing for you and your family. This 
program accepts people through referrals and outreach 
from nonprofits. The program can also assist with 
educational aid for veterans and financial planning.

In addition to the SSVF program, many nonprofits and 
government entities receive grants to assist homeless 
veterans. The VA specifically gives money to over 600 
agencies all over the country. These agencies provide 
beds and housing to over 14,500 eligible veterans. These 
agencies also help veterans find employment and get the 
housing and social services that they need. Veterans are 
only allowed to stay in these housing units for 24 months 

http://www.mycommunitypt.com/arizona/index.php?option=com_cpx&task=search.query&code=BH-1800.8500
http://azcaa.org/contact-us/
http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/hcs.cfm
https://apps.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/fc/
https://apps.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/fc/
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at a time. During this time, they should be searching for 
permanent housing. 

In the case that you are a veteran who has illnesses or 
needs rehabilitation services, the Domiciliary Care for 
Homeless Veterans Program can help you. This program 
was designed to initially help soldiers who were disabled 
in the Civil War find housing. The Domiciliary is now 
a treatment and rehabilitation program and works in 
connection with Mental Health Residential Rehabilitation 
and Treatment Programs (MH RRTPS). 

These programs provide rehabilitation and treatment 
services to veterans who have several severe conditions, 
including mental illnesses, addictions, medical conditions 
and/or homelessness. For information on how to apply 
to this program, contact Jamie Ploppert, the National 
Director of MH RRTP at 757-722-9961 ext. 1123, Jennifer 
Burden, the Deputy Director of MH RRTP at 540-982-2463 
ext. 3739 or Camilla Doctor, the program Specialist of MH 
RRTP at 757-722-9961 ext. 3624.

Department of Housing and Urban 
Development-VA Supportive Housing 
(HUD-VASH) in Arizona Guide
The US Department of Housing and Urban Development 
has many programs available to help veterans find 
and retain housing. One specific program is called The 
Department of Housing and Urban Development-VA 
Supportive Housing program (HUD-VASH). HUD-VASH 
is designed to help veterans obtain safe and sanitary 
housing. For more information on what this program is, 
who is eligible, the benefits and how to apply, refer to the 
sections below.

What is HUD-VASH?

HUD-VASH works with the Housing Choice Voucher 
program, formally known as Section 8, to help veterans 
move into suitable housing. In addition to the normal 
Housing Choice Voucher benefits, the program also offers 
case management and clinical services through the 
Department of Veteran Affairs.

The VA gives these vouchers to veterans based on their 
location, as well as the performance of the Public Housing 
Administration in the area. After HUD and the VA decide 
which locations have the largest number of homeless 
veterans, the facilities in those areas are contacted. HUD 
then selects a Public Housing Authority (PHA), near the VA 
and suggests that they apply for the program. As of now, 
each state has at least one site that offers this program. 
Some states have more than one. For a full list of HUD-
VASH sites, download the HUD-VASH sites 2008 - 2016 
excel document. 

In addition to helping veterans find homes, HUD-VASH 
also administers services to help improve veterans’ quality 
of life, including their physical and mental health. This 
is done through case management services. The case 
management services are one of the most important 
aspects of the program. These services are designed to 
help veterans permanently end their homelessness. 

Who is eligible for HUD-VASH?

Veterans who wish to participate in this program must meet 
certain requirements. To apply for this program, veterans 
must be eligible for VA healthcare and be homeless as 
defined by the McKinney-Vento Homelessness Assistance 
Act. The act describes homelessness as the following:

A person or family that lacks a regular and 
satisfactory nighttime place of residence

A person or family who resides in a public 
or private place that was not created to 
accommodate people or for sleeping

A person or family who is living in a shelter 
or has other living arrangements paid for by 
the Federal, State or local government as a 
temporary living arrangement

A person or family who resided in a shelter but 
is now leaving the shelter 

mailto:jamie.ploppert2@va.gov
mailto:jennifer.burden@va.gov
mailto:jennifer.burden@va.gov
mailto:camilla.doctor@va.gov
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/hud-vashsites08-16.xlsx
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A person or family who is about to lose their 
housing

abusers or people who have had frequent emergency room 
visits. The program is also open to veterans who have tried 
other routes of treatment but been unsuccessful.

If you do not fall into any of the aforementioned categories 
but do not have the ability to function properly and are 
in need of case management services, you may still be 
eligible for the program.  

The VA handles determining who is clinically eligible for 
the program and the PHA determines who is eligible in 
regards to HUD’s requirements. The PHA will also check 
to see if any member of the family who desires to live in 
the home has been required to be on the Lifetime Sexual 
Offender Registry. No one on this list will be accepted into 
the program. 

All families who apply for this program must include at least 
one veteran. Because HUD-VASH provides for Veterans who 
may have medical, mental health and/or substance use 
disorders, eligible Veterans must be able to complete activities 
of daily living and live independently in the community with 
case management and supportive services.

What are the benefits of HUD-VASH?

The benefits of this program are much like the benefits of 
the Housing Choice Voucher Program or Section 8. The 
participants receive vouchers that allow them to move into 
permanent housing and get off the streets. Based on the 
families’ income, they will either have their rent paid in full 
or partially. In addition to those housing services, veterans 
can obtain case management and social services to help 
improve their quality of life or mental or physical state. If 
the veteran has mental issues, physical impairments or 
issues that require rehabilitation and is accepted into this 
program, the program will offer the veteran services to help 
him or her become an active member of the community 
once again.  Through this program, veterans receive the 
tools to remain housed permanently. 

How to Apply for HUD-VASH

If you are a veteran who wishes to apply to this program, 
contact the Homeless Veterans Services office in your area. 
To find the number of the office closest to you, visit the 

• You can prove this with a court order 
showing an eviction, stating that the family 
or person must vacate within 14 days.  

A person or family who is residing in a hotel 
and lacks the means to stay there for more 
than 14 days.  

A person or family with evidence that the owner 
or property owner of the unit that they reside in 
will not allow them to stay for more than 14 days 

A person or family with no identified residence

A person who lacks the means or resources to 
find a residence  

A child who is unaccompanied and families 
who have children who are defined as 
homeless

Families with children who have experienced 
long periods without permanent housing

Families with children who have had frequent 
instability as shown by frequent changing of 
residences

The program is only open to veterans who also need 
case management services. HUD-VASH gives priority 
to veterans who have been repeatedly homeless. The 
veterans accepted often have mental disorders and/or 
physical disabilities. In some cases, they are substance 
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Service Directory. You can also call the National Homeless 
Veteran Call Center at 877-424-3838. Responders are 
ready at the other end of the line 24/7, and cover all areas 
of the country. You can also elect to contact the HUD-
VASH office directly or get a referral from another program 
or in another manner. 

Federal Housing Programs for Seniors 
in Arizona 
When it comes to the senior citizens in the United States 
who fall into the category of having a low income and 
limited options for adequate housing, the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
endeavors to support the parts of the population most 
vulnerable and in need of housing. There exists a variety of 
programs aimed at assisting these vulnerable segments of 
the citizenry, in particular the elderly and the disabled. HUD 
provides the administrative services to ensure programs do 
not cause excessive overlap or redundancy. Because the 
programs vary greatly in both number and specific services, 
the qualifications required to ensure eligibility for enrollment 
may also differ significantly from program to program. It is 
important to familiarize yourself with the various programs 
so you can pinpoint which one best serves your particular 
needs and is designed for the circumstances of your 
situation. You can find a listing of all government programs 
that offer assistance for the elderly here. 

Assisted Living Conversion Program

The Assisted Living Conversion Program (ALCP) allows 
HUD to confer grants to private, nonprofit owners 
of developments eligible for the program in order to 
convert their properties into either approved Assisted 
Living Facilities (ALF) or Service-Enriched Housing (SEH) 
for elderly citizens. ALFs cater to elderly citizens who 
are deemed frail as well as people who are able to live 
independent lives, although they need assistance with 
some of the day-to-day tasks such as eating, bathing, 
grooming, getting dressed and managing one’s home. 
ALFs may also provide support services for transportation, 
acquisition of meals, personal care, laundry and basic 
housekeeping. HUD does not provide funding for these 

facilities, rather it comes from the coordination of owners 
and residents or is supplied by third parties. Valid support 
services include funding from sources such as Medicaid 
and other services provided at the state level. 

Those eligible to receive grants include all projects owned 
by private, nonprofits organizations whose facilities are 
intended for use by elderly citizens. Furthermore, eligible 
projects must have been completed and hosting occupants 
for a minimum of five years from the date of the approved 
HUD mortgage. Grant awards occur only once per year. In 
addition to these conditions, ALCP projects must meet at 
least one of the following criteria: 

They must be a Section 202 project whether or 
not they receive Section 8 assistance 

They must be a Section 202 capital advance 
project that has rental assistance under a 
Project Rental Assistance Contract (PRAC)

They are a Section 515 rural housing project 
with Section 8 assistance

They are projects subsidized with below-market 
mortgages under Section 22(d)(3)

They were projects that fell under Section 236 
of the National Housing Act 

https://dvs.az.gov/contact-us
https://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05174.pdf
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Residents eligible to live in ALCP housing must meet with HUD 
frailty requirements or those of assisted living requirements 
as determined by the state. They must lead independent 
lives but may require assistance with tasks normal to day-to-
day living such as housekeeping, meals, grooming, bathing, 
getting dressed or basic management of one’s home. 

Applications require a filing for funding in response to 
the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA). The application 
forms are available for download on www.grants.gov for 
every year that the grant funds are made available. 

Section 202 Supportive Housing for the Elderly

The Section 202 Supportive Housing for the Elderly program 
provides the funds necessary to finance the construction 
and refurbishment of structures as well as the acquisition of 
structures—with or without rehabilitation, which can provide 
support housing for elderly people who have low incomes. It 
can also take the form of subsidies in order to make rent prices 
more affordable for those in need of housing. In addition, it 
can expand the inventory of housing available that provides 
support services for the elderly population. The properties 
available to the elderly under Section 202 permit those in 
need, and those who qualify to continue to lead independent 
lives. However, they can receive assistance with certain basic 
household tasks and chores such as cooking, cleaning and 
transportation. HUD supplies the capital necessary for the 
advancement of private, nonprofit entities to develop this 
type of housing for the elderly. Capital advances are free from 
the obligations of repayment so long as the developments 
served by the capital remain in the service of low-income 
elderly for a period of at least 40 years. 

The applicants to the Section 202 program who are eligible 
for the provision of the properties for sale or rent under 
the program must be private nonprofit organizations. 
They must meet the guidelines as put forth by the Notice 
of Funding Authority. Neither public entities nor tribes 
are allowed to participate in the Section 202 program, 
nor are any agents or agencies acting on behalf of 
public organizations or tribes. Those that are eligible for 
participation in the Section 202 program must adhere to 
the guidelines of section 891, which define private nonprofit 
organizations. Furthermore, they must possess articles 

of incorporation that provide no more than a minority 
control of the organization to a public entity or tribe, or that 
they receive less than a majority of the funding from any 
public entity or tribe. Consumers eligible to receive Section 
202 benefits include any low-income household whose 
makeup consists of at least one member who is over the 
age of 62 at the time they begin occupancy of the property.

Housing Choice Voucher Program

The Housing Choice Voucher Program assists low-income 
elderly people, families and the disabled obtain clean, safe 
and quality housing that they can afford in the private housing 
market. The housing can take the form of single-family homes, 
townhouses and apartments. Participants of the program 
may select any housing that adheres to the requirements of 
the program. Selections are not limited to housing options that 
are located in subsidized housing projects. Housing vouchers 
are administered by local public housing authorities (PHAs) 
and receive their funding from HUD. Families that receive 
vouchers are responsible for locating the housing in which they 
wish to reside where property owners agree to participate in 
the voucher program. The owner/landlord of the participating 
property receives a subsidy payment directly from the local 
PHA while the balance of the rent comes from the occupants. 

A local PHA determines eligibility for the voucher program. 
Eligibility requirements consider a variety of factors such as 
household income and family size. Ability to participate in 
the program is limited to U.S. citizens and specific categories 
of non-U.S. citizens who have special immigration status. 
A family’s total income may not exceed 50 percent of the 
median income for the metropolitan area in which they are 
seeking to rent a domicile. The PHA is bound by law to provide 
75 percent of voucher applicant’s assistance when their 
income does not exceed 30 percent of median income of the 
local area. HUD publishes median incomes for various areas. 
Median incomes can vary by location. Local PHAs provide the 
numbers to determine these limits for their particular areas. 

Interested applicants may contact their local PHA in order 
to start the application process for the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program. If you require further help, or have more 
questions and would like to receive additional information, 
you can contact your local HUD office. 

http://www.grants.gov/
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2012-title24-vol4/CFR-2012-title24-vol4-part891
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/field_policy_mgt/localoffice
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8 Fun Things to Do on a Night in at Home
You do not need to spend a fortune to have a good time, nor do you even need to leave the house to have fun. There are a great 
number of fun things you can do on a night in at home, whether by yourself, with a romantic partner, with the whole family or with a 
gang of friends. The options are limited only by your imagination, which the following list will hopefully help to stimulate. Included 
are ideas of things for single people to do on their own, for couples to do together and for families to do as in groups. With each of 
these suggestions, the home is transformed from a mere domicile into a locus of recreation. Spending time together is beneficial 
for a number of reasons and having friends and family over to share the fun can make for an entertaining and affordable evening.  

1. Date Night

If you are a single person currently dating or if you are in a committed relationship, instead of going out on your next date, 
consider staying in. Trade lengthy travel times, cumbersome parking and long waits for service with more time together 
getting to know each other. Set up an intimate table for two, fix a home-cooked meal or order in, buy some wine and set out 
flowers and candles. Dim the lights and turn on some soft music in the background to set a romantic mood. After the meal, 
you can watch a movie or simply sit and chat. 

Related 
Articles
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2. Game Night

The whole family can enjoy game night together. Break out 
a board game or party game and get everyone involved. If 
you do not own any board games, party games, cards or 
checkers, you can still play hangman with just paper and a 
pen or charades with no props or equipment at all. 

3. Self-Care Spa Treatment

If you are in by yourself for the evening, treat yourself to 
an evening in at the spa. Make a bubble bath, decorate the 
bathroom safely with candles and turn on soothing music 
in the background. Add in some self-massage with body 
oils or lotions for the full treatment. Not only is this a fun 
thing to do on a night in at home, but it is also relaxing, 
refreshing and rejuvenating.

4. Living Room Campout

Whether you are a household of one, two or ten, nothing 
gets you closer to nature without actually having to go out 
into nature than setting up a makeshift campsite in your 
living room and spending the night. Pitch a tent, start a fire 
in the fireplace and roast some s’mores. If you do not have 
a tent, you can drape blankets or sheets over chairs set 
in a circle or square with seatbacks facing in and secure 
them with rubber bands, safety pins or clips. You can 
further secure a makeshift tent like this by lining stacks of 
books along the rim of the fabric. To keep the experience 
authentic, keep all the lights, televisions and electronic 
gadgets in the house off, unless you want to play woodsy 
nature sound recordings. Have fun singing campfire songs 
and telling ghost stories instead. 

5. Dinner in Bed or a Living Room Picnic

It can be fun and refreshing to eat somewhere atypical for 
the household. If you are a couple spending the night in 
without any kids to be concerned about, then try having 
dinner in bed. Consider serving breakfast for dinner to keep 
your meal preparations light and fun. You also get to remain 
in bed afterward, rather than have to get up and start your 
day. On the other hand, if you must entertain your whole 
family, then wrangle the herd into the living room, lay out a 
comfy blanket and some pillows or cushions on the floor 

and have an indoor family picnic. Just the simple change 
of environment can prompt some enjoyable diversions 
from normal dinner-time conversation and activity. 

6. Have a Staycation in the Guest Room

If you have not spent must time or nights in your home’s 
guest bedroom, spending a night or two in this room could 
feel like that getaway you simply cannot afford to take 
right now. Set up your guest room ahead of time like you 
would want a hotel, bed and breakfast or guest house to be 
set up in preparation for your arrival. Pack a bag with what 
you want to bring so you will not be compelled to return 
to your own bedroom while your staycation is underway 
and, thereby, break its spell. For entertainment, you can 
view photo galleries of your old vacations on your laptop 
or break out your camera and take new photos and videos 
of your time away at your luxurious staycation resort. 

7. Exercise

Whether you have a mini home gym or no workout 
equipment at all, you can enjoy a fun and challenging 
workout that helps improve your health, your physical 
condition and your state of mind. Children love to get 
engaged with physical activity like this as well. Perform 
some calisthenics or stretching exercises together. Make 
a game of it and choose to include dance or yoga moves. 
Play follow the leader or blow up a balloon and try as a 
group to see how long you can keep it aloft. 

8. Fashion Show

To entertain your children, you can have a game of dress-
up where you pile a bunch of clothes into a room and let 
everyone take turns rummaging through and coming up 
with an outfit to try on. For singles and couples, you can 
dig through your own closets and dresser drawers, trying 
on different combinations of clothing articles you had 
not considered wearing together before or finding pieces 
of clothing whose lives in your wardrobe have expired. If 
there is at least one person you can model for, your fashion 
show can get silly and fun. However, if you are enjoying a 
solo fashion show, your mirror will do just fine. 
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8 Roommate Qualities to Look for 
Before Deciding to Live Together
Living with another person can be a challenge, but that 
challenge can be made easier by selecting the right 
roommate for you to live with. Not everyone is cut out to 
be the perfect roommate for everyone else, including you. 
However, there are certain qualities a person can have that 
make him or her generally a better roommate for most 
people than others lacking in any (or all) of those qualities. 
When you are seeking a new roommate, take your time 
meeting and interviewing candidates to find out which 
ones possess these basic, essential qualities for making a 
shared living space enjoyable. Make sure that you possess 
these qualities as well so that you can be the type of 
roommate for another person that you would expect that 
other person to be for you. Once you find a roommate who 
seems to possess these necessary qualities compatible 
with shared living, consider setting up a written agreement 
together that defines the nature and responsibilities of 
the new relationship. In time, you will hopefully develop 
trust in each other that honors these agreements, not 
because they are in writing, but because you both exhibit 
trustworthy qualities within the relationship. 

1. Communicativeness

Communication is a careful balance between speaking and 
listening equally. Look for a roommate who speaks clearly 
and directly without expecting you to read his or her mind. 
Notice whether a particular prospect’s communication 
makes your emotions feel validated. A roommate 
who repeats your words back to you to demonstrate 
comprehension and asks for clarification to make sure he 
or she understands you, is a person who understands the 
effort required for healthy and effective communication. 

2. Responsiveness

In a study of 115 pairs of roommates over the course of 
a semester, responsiveness was found to be one of the 
qualities most associated with better relationship quality. 
Responsiveness is the quality of valuing, supporting 
and understanding another person. When a roommate 
projects responsiveness onto other people and feels that 

other people are reciprocating this quality, the degree 
of closeness, satisfaction and commitment to the 
relationship is markedly improved. Validation, warmth, 
caring, sensitivity and the desire to make the other person 
feel understood, heard and valued are all components of 
responsiveness. 

3. Flexibility

Try to glean how adaptable a particular candidate is to 
new stimulus and changing circumstances in his or her 
environment. Ask how prospective roommates react to 
change. When you live with another person, it is almost 
assured that circumstances will not always be to your 
perfect liking. Roommates must be flexible with each 
other and their shared living spaces in order to make room 
for the other person to feel comfortable and at home. Find 
out if possible roommates are set in their ways and feel 
they must have some control over their environments. 
Anyone who fits that description might not be the easiest 
roommate to live with.

4. Considerateness

Selfish people do not tend to make good roommates. 
Roommates must always be cognizant of the other people 
they live with and include an awareness of other peoples’ 
needs and comfort in making choices about how to act, 
what to do and what not to do. Look for roommates who 
respect quiet hours at night, keep their music or televisions 
turned down to reasonable volumes while other people are 
home and who do not pace the entire apartment talking 
on their phones at top volume. Seek roommates who treat 
common areas with the same courtesies, cleanliness 
and care that they do their own personal spaces. Avoid 
roommates who shamelessly get in loud arguments with 
others, heedless of who else is around to hear.

5. Supportiveness

Your home is your sanctum, a personal safety zone where 
it is okay to be yourself, express yourself openly and feel 
your emotions unencumbered by guilt or shame. A home 
where that energy is squelched can quickly lose that feeling 
of sanctuary. Compassionate, empathetic individuals 
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make better roommates than people lacking in those qualities because they help their roommates to feel safe and supported 
in their own homes. 

6. Respect

A person does not have to agree with you or like the same things that you like in order to deserve respect. Respect is a matter 
of treating another person with dignity simply because he or she is another human being. Respectful roommates treat the 
people they live with like they want to be treated. Respect can also be further cultivated over time. Therefore, respect often 
goes hand-in-hand with a sense of humility. Look for a roommate who seems to recognize that he or she has something to 
learn from you as much as you have something to learn from him or her. 

7. Open-Mindedness

The opposite of open-mindedness is being judgmental. Similar to respect, open-mindedness recognizes that all people are 
different and that those differences are what make people special and unique. Look for a roommate who does not judge other 
people based on who they are or what they believe. 

8. Cleanliness

If your roommate is a complete slob, then all the other seven qualities in this list may not even be enough to compensate. 
A shared space is exactly that and a roommate who treats a shared space like his or her own personal walk-in closet is no 
roommate at all. Even if you and your roommate have your own separate sides of the room, you each still have to look at the 
other person’s side. Staring at a junk heap in your own home can make it hard to feel relaxed and think clearly. 
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10 Best Arizona Neighborhoods to 
Start a Family
Many factors make Arizona a generally attractive place 
to live and start a family. Arizona is in the top 12 of the 
most racially diverse states in the country and Arizona’s 
economy has higher employment and wages, as well as 
more business opportunities than 34 other states. Arizona 
also ranks well in terms of gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth, the percentage of tech jobs available and the 
percentage of fast-growing companies. However, not 
all parts of Arizona have the same attractive qualities 
for young families. Many factors play into what makes 
a neighborhood suitable or unsuitable for starting a 
family, including crime rates, educational opportunities 
and proximity to activities. In the below listings, median 
home values, monthly homeowner costs, median annual 
household incomes and income changes were sourced 
from the American Community Survey of the U.S. Census 
Bureau, while other data was sourced from the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development and County Health Rankings. In 
addition to the 10 Arizona neighborhoods detailed below, 
other Arizona areas good for starting a family are those 
with a significantly higher portion of families with kids, 
such as Somerton, Queen Creek, Rio Rico, San Tan Valley 
and El Mirage. Areas with significantly higher numbers 
of playgrounds and other family attractions like zoos, 
theaters and museums include San Luis, Flagstaff, Yuma 
New Kingman-Butler and Flowing Wells. 

1. Gilbert

Gilbert has the third highest median family income adjusted 
for the cost of living and the fourth lowest violent crime rate 
in Arizona. Located southeast of Phoenix, it is the second 
most affordable neighborhood in Arizona based on housing 
costs. Gilbert also excels in its school quality and graduation 
rates, air quality and health care access for children. 

2. Scottsdale

Scottsdale ranks high on the U.S. Census for its air and 
school quality, children’s health care access and low violent 

and property crime rates. Scottsdale, located in Maricopa 
County, is also a fun place to raise a kid because it is home 
to as many family attractions as major Arizona cities like 
Phoenix, Tucson, Mesa, Tempe and Flagstaff. 

3. Paradise Valley

Census data finds Paradise Valley among the top five 
localities in Arizona for combined health, safety and 
education factors, including graduation rates, insured 
children, number of pediatricians per capita, violent and 
property crime rates and air pollution levels. Paradise 
Valley, located near the Camelback Mountains, was found 
to have the highest median family income in Arizona 
adjusted for the cost of living and the lowest divorce rate. 

4. Chandler

Located in the Phoenix metro suburbs, Chandler offers 
access to high tech jobs, including employment at the Intel 
headquarters, while still retaining a sense of community. 
Chandler placed third when ranking Arizona neighborhoods 
with the most affordable housing and median annual 
family income, both adjusted for the cost of living, beat out 
only by Anthem and Gilbert. 

5. Sahuarita

Sahuarita offers one of the best school systems, featuring 
the highest high school graduation rates in the state. It also 
has the best air quality in the state, the most pediatricians 
per square mile and the lowest number of children under 17 
years of age lacking health insurance. Sahuarita was found 
to have the second lowest violent crime rate in Arizona. 

6. Anthem

Anthem has the second highest median family income 
in Arizona, adjusted for the cost of living. Based on this 
and housing costs, Anthem may also be considered the 
affordable neighborhood in all of Arizona. It boasts a low 
wealth gap and unemployment rate, as well as fewer 
foreclosures and a lower number of households below 
the poverty level and/or on food stamps, single-parent 
households and separations or divorces than other 
locations in the state. 
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7. Oro Valley

Over a dozen different tech companies are headquartered 
in Oro Valley, making it a bastion for research and education. 
Oro Valley sits behind only Sahuarita, Gilbert and Paradise 
Valley for its combined health, safety and education 
features, including the performance of its schools, air 
quality and health care access for kids. Oro Valley was also 
found to have the third lowest violent crime rate and the 
fifth lowest percentage of families living below the poverty 
level in Arizona. In fact, in terms of crime, the FBI ranked 
Oro Valley as the safest locality in the state while, in terms 
of income, the median household income is almost 50 
percent greater than the median income across the entire 
United States. 

8. Catalina Foothills

Catalina Foothills has the fourth highest median family 
income in Arizona, adjusted for the cost of living. Rankings 
rated the Catalina Foothills as the best place to live in 
Arizona overall, as well as boasting the second best public 
schools. Families can find ample opportunities for fun 
activities, both outdoor and cultural.

9. Tanque Verde

Tanque Verde was found to have the second lowest 
divorce rate and the fourth lowest percentage of 
families living below the poverty level in Arizona. It also 
has one of the highest shares of two-parent households 
with one of the lowest wealth gaps, foreclosure rates, 
unemployment rates and shares of households receiving 
food stamps. Schools are ranked among some of the 
better in the state and the per capita income was better 
than in other parts of the U.S. 

10. Peoria

Peoria features Lake Pleasant, a 10,000-acre body of 
water, and a surrounding regional park with extensive trails, 
providing for endless opportunities for family recreation. 
The city boasts the Challenger Space Center and has been 
working on developing a waterfront area for improved 
shopping and entertainment. 

The Best Things to Do and See in Arizona
Arizona is filled with many different and unique attractions. 
Part of what makes the state so appealing to visit is the 
sheer number of options that are available to travelers. 
A lot of the activities in Arizona involve the beautiful 
outdoors. Arizona is a great spot for both first time and 
experienced hikers. Given the mountainous terrain, many 
veteran hikers come to Arizona to explore the trails, which 
provide a mixture of traditional hiking and climbing trails. 
The great outdoor terrain also makes Arizona popular for 
visitors who want to go camping.

Even tourists who are not interested in the outdoors will still 
have a lot to do in Arizona. The state has a rich culture and 
history, and there are many different events and museums 
to celebrate this. Arizona is also home to many national 
monuments and other unique attractions.

Visiting the Grand Canyon

One of the most popular destinations in Arizona is the 
Grand Canyon. It is not uncommon for tourists to base 
their visits around Grand Canyon tours. Since it is such 
a famous landmark, there are many different ways for 
tourists to visit the Grand Canyon. There are guided tours 
that are hosted all throughout the day. Some of these 
involve walking the trails with guides while other tours are 
hosted on buses or helicopters. There are even options for 
touring the Grand Canyon on the back of a mule. 

In addition to guided tours, there are options for hiking, 
camping and whitewater rafting around the Grand 
Canyon. Some tours are also educational in nature and 
teach tourists about the history, archaeology and plant life 
around the Grand Canyon. There are even photography 
classes that are taught during specific tours. 

Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum

Some tourists are hesitant about visiting museums when 
they are on vacation. Usually, these tourists are concerned 
about spending one of their vacation days inside of a stuffy 
building. However, the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, 
located in Tucson, is a unique museum because the 
majority of the museum is located outside. Another unique 
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aspect of the museum is how many exhibits it offers 
visitors. Some exhibits featured in the museum include a 
botanical garden and an aquarium. Even some sections 
of the museum include zoo-like attractions. In addition to 
these unique exhibits, there is also a more traditional art 
gallery and natural history section of the museum. 

Phoenix Zoo

The Phoenix Zoo is a great destination for families visiting 
Arizona. Not only does the zoo have a number of different 
unique animals, including Sumatran tigers and Asian 
elephants, but there are also a number of events hosted 
there. The events and the exhibits change depending on 
the time of year. Some events include the giraffe encounter, 
stingray bay, a petting zoo hosted at Harmony Farm and 
camel rides throughout the zoo. 

Chase Field

The Chase Field is a must-see destination for baseball 
fans. At night, visitors can enjoy an evening under the stars 
watching the Arizona Diamondbacks play. Tours of the field 
are available during the daytime hours. Tourists can enjoy 
great lunches at the field, with many adults enjoying the 
Chase Field beer garden. Children can enjoy the swimming 
pools within the field. Chase Field is especially exciting to 
visit during spring training, where visitors have a chance to 
watch all of the training programs. 

Annual Arizona Renaissance Festival

While many states feature their own annual renaissance 
festivals, few are able to rival the splendor of the Arizona 
Renaissance Festival. The festival starts in early February 
and runs until the beginning of April. There are a number 
of different events held throughout the festival, including 
jousting, theater performances and plenty of exciting 
contests. Shoppers can browse through many different 
arts and crafts items and there are numerous food and 
beverage options available at the festival.

Petrified Forest National Park

The Petrified Forest National Park is another unique 
monument in Arizona. It is one of the larger national 

monuments in the state, resting between the borders of 
Navajo County and Apache County. The park is filled with 
a number of ancient fossils, dating as far back as the 
Mesozoic Era over 200 million years ago. Unfortunately, 
camping is not allowed on the park grounds, but there are 
plenty of motels and other overnight accommodations 
available along the border of the park. 

Arizona Spas

There are many spas located in Arizona, with one of the 
most famous ones being the Golden Door Spa. The Golden 
Door Spa is located in Boulders Resort in Phoenix. The spa 
has a number of unique packages available and the most 
famous is the signature turquoise wrap. Many spas in 
Arizona take advantage of the unique terrain and offer hot 
rock massages and salt scrubs. Other notable spas in the 
state include the Camelback Inn Spa in Scottsdale and the 
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess, which features a relaxing 
rooftop pool. 

Arizona Science Center

The Arizona Science Center is a great spot for both children 
and adults. During the day, the science center hosts a 
number of different tours and demonstrations. Several of 
the programs are aimed specifically at getting young girls 
interested in science and engineering. The center runs 
events for schools throughout the year, including overnight 
events. For adults, there are unique laser musical shows 
and movie screenings hosted after hours. 

Most Common Crimes in Arizona Over 
the Years and How to Stay Safe
Every year, the Arizona Department of Public Safety’s 
Access Integrity Unit compiles the Crime in Arizona report, 
aimed at providing necessary information regarding the 
type and pervasiveness of crime in the state. According 
to the 2012- to 2016 Crime in Arizona reports, the most 
common crimes in Arizona over the five-year period were 
larcenies, with approximately 400 to 427 incidents every 24 
hours, burglaries, with approximately 100 to 140 incidents 
every 24 hours, motor vehicle thefts, with approximately 
43 to 48 incidents every 24 hours and aggravated assaults, 
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with approximately 41 to 48 incidents every 24 hours. By 
contrast, there were less than 20 robberies, 10 rapes, five 
arsons and only one murder that occurred every 24 hours 
in Arizona throughout the years studied. To help keep 
yourself safe from crime in Arizona, there are numerous 
local agencies, programs and task forces you can become 
involved with and utilize as crime prevention resources. 
Reporting crime when you see it is one simple way you 
can help all Arizonans to stay safe. 

Larceny in Arizona

The greatest number of incidents of property crime in 
Arizona is larceny theft, with 146,765 incidents in 2016. 
This makes up 63.8 percent of all criminal offenses and 
72.5 percent of the state’s property crimes for the year. 
Larceny theft is the illegal taking, leading, riding away or 
carrying of property from another’s possession. It includes 
crimes of pick-pocketing, purse-snatching, shoplifting and 
theft from a building, a coin operated device or machine, 
a motor vehicle or motor vehicle parts or accessories. 
The greatest number of larceny theft incidents were for 
total values of $50 or less and made up for 82,308 or 56.1 
percent of crimes recorded. Shoplifting made up for 34.3 
percent of all larceny thefts in Arizona in 2016, with 50,400 
incidents. Overall, $64,388,584 in total property value was 
stolen in the state that year through larceny. 

Burglary in Arizona

Any unlawful entry into a structure with the intention of 
committing a theft or other felony is defined as a burglary. 
By definition, a structure may be a house, apartment, 
houseboat utilized as a permanent residence, house trailer, 
stable, vessel, railroad car or barn. There are three main 
types of burglaries: unlawful entry, attempted forcible 
entry and forcible entry. In 2016, 36,905 burglaries were 
reported, making up 16 percent of all criminal offenses and 
just over 18 percent of all property crime in the state that 
year. The total value of property stolen through burglaries 
in Arizona in 2016 was $51,214,182, with a 24.2 percent 
recovery rate, meaning $44,606,126 worth of that stolen 
property was recovered. In just over 55 percent, or 20,321 
incidents of burglary in the state that year, forcible entry 

was involved. Nearly three-quarters of Arizona’s 2016 
burglaries, or 27,551, were residential. 

Motor Vehicle Theft in Arizona

Crimes of motor vehicle theft include actual and attempted 
thefts of motor vehicles. In 2016, motor vehicle thefts 
made up 35.5 percent of all property stolen in the state, 
as well as 81.4 percent of total stolen property that was 
later recovered. Additionally, motor vehicle thefts made 
up 7.7 percent of all criminal offenses and 8.8 percent 
of all reported property crimes in the state. Automobiles 
were the most commonly stolen type of motor vehicle 
at 71.1 percent, or 12,615 incidents. There was a total 
of $65,292,021 lost in motor vehicle thefts, which does 
not only include the motor vehicle’s value but that of 
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any reported personal property also stolen in the same 
incident. 

Aggravated Assault in Arizona

The greatest number of incidents of violent crime in Arizona 
each year are aggravated assaults, with 17,431 in 2016, 
accounting for 7.6 percent of all criminal offenses that 
year and nearly 63 percent of all violent crimes. In addition 
to aggravated assault, simple assault and intimidation are 
also criminal assault offenses. An aggravated assault is 
an attack on another person that is designed to cause 
significant bodily harm. Typically, this kind of attack 
includes the use of a tool or weapon, like a knife or firearm, 
although physical weapons like the feet, hands and fists 
are also commonly used. Firearms and physical weapons 
were each involved in nearly 30 percent of the aggravated 
assaults reported in Arizona in 2016. 

How to Keep Yourself Safe From Crime in Arizona

There are many DPS task forces and programs you can 
get involved with to learn more about how you can keep 
yourself and those you love protected in the state. Among 
these are the Arizona Fusion Center, also known as the 
Arizona Counter Terrorism Information Center (ACTIC), 
Arizona Vehicle Theft Task Force (AVTTF), Arizona Wanted 
Apprehension Network Targeted Enforcement Detail 
(WANTED) Task Force, Gang and Immigration Intelligence 
Team Enforcement Mission (GIITEM), Interdiction for the 
Protection of Children (IPC) and the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC). Links to each 
of these programs and task forces are available directly 
through the Arizona DPS website. 

Additional programs that you can get involved in to help 
protect yourself from crime include neighborhood watch 
groups and other resources for neighborhood crime 
prevention, the Citizens Offering Police Support Program 
(COPS), the Safe Biz Network for small business owners 
and the Graffiti Busters Program. There are also child 
identification and fingerprint clinics throughout the state 
to help keep children safe and crime-free multi-housing 
programs to help property managers and owners keep their 
tenants safe. Some Arizona cities and towns also have a 

Lock ‘Em Out Program through which citizens can get direct 
guidance from a police specialist on how to stay safe. 

How to Create an Emergency 
Evacuation Plan
It is important for all households in Arizona to have several 
emergency evacuation plans in place for unexpected 
situations. Emergency evacuation plans are tactics that 
households hope they never have to use but are needed 
for survival. If family members are ever in situations where 
utilizing the plans are necessary, they can save lives. A 
common misconception regarding emergency evacuation 
plans is that only households with multiple members need 
to make plans. While it is true that emergency evacuation 
plans end up changing based on the number of people in 
the households, it is still very important to have emergency 
evacuation plans set up, even if no one else lives in the 
household. Another misconception regarding emergency 
evacuation plans is that only one plan is necessary. 
Households are encouraged to design emergency 
evacuation plans for multiple emergency situations. While it 
may be true that the majority of these plans will likely follow 
the same basic formula, it is still important to distinguish 
the differences between the plans, such as a plan for fires 
versus a plan for natural disasters, like tornadoes.

Tailoring an Emergency Evacuation Plan

Each household will have a slightly different emergency 
evacuation plan depending on where the family lives 
and how many people are in the household. One of the 
first factors to take into consideration when preparing an 
emergency evacuation plan is the age of each household 
member. Planning an emergency evacuation plan is 
significantly easier when there are only adults in the 
household.

If there are children in the household or members with 
special needs, the adults in the house need to take special 
precautions to make sure these members are cared for. 
Adults should decide who is responsible for helping any 
family member who is unable to quickly exit the household 
without assistance. These responsibilities not only apply 
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to other people in the household, but also to any pets in 
the household. 

Certain households may also need to plan on taking 
important items out of the household. For example, if there 
is a family member who has important medical equipment, 
the evacuation plan should include safely bringing this 
equipment out of the house.

Emergency Evacuation Plans for Children

Good households have multiple emergency evacuation 
plans in place. Households with children are strongly 
encouraged to develop special evacuation plans for 
children when there are no adults present in the house. 
These plans follow the same basic evacuation protocols, 
but they also have additional steps for what children 
should do after they leave the house. 

Children should know exactly who to contact in the case of 
an emergency that causes them to evacuate their home. 
Many households instruct their children to go to a neighbor 
and ask them for help. If this is not an option, then parents 
should provide a nearby location for their children to go 
and a list of adults to contact if they are unable to reach 
their parents. 

Practicing Emergency Evacuation Plans

Emergency evacuation plans only work when everyone in 
the household understands what they have to do. The best 
way to make sure everyone understands the evacuation 
plan is to physically practice evacuating the household. 
For households with multiple members, it is strongly 
recommended to run multiple drills to take into account 
what happens when certain members are not present. 
This is especially important for households that have any 
children or special needs members who require assistance 
when evacuating the household. 

Even after running successful drills, households are 
encouraged to perform additional drills in the future, just 
to ensure that all members remember what to do. It is also 
important to update plans accordingly. As children get 
older, they may be able to handle additional responsibilities 
that can change the way evacuation plans function.

Planning for Multiple Scenarios 

A common mistake with emergency evacuation plans is 
only preparing for a single emergency or only having one 
escape route planned. Some emergency situations will 
cause parts of the house to be unavailable, which can 
drastically alter whether or not an emergency evacuation 
plan will work. For example, an emergency evacuation plan 
that calls for everyone to exit through a backdoor in the 
kitchen will fall apart if the fire originates in the kitchen.

Planning for multiple scenarios can be difficult, especially 
for residents who are relatively new to Arizona. One of the 
best ways to learn how to make an effective emergency 
evacuation plan is to learn more about public health 
and safety hazards within the community. Household 
members can speak with local officials to learn more 
about emergency procedures in the area and which sorts 
of emergencies they should prepare for. Households with 
children can also ask school officials for advice about 
what to do in case of an emergency and what sort of 
emergencies to prepare for.

Preparing a Larger Emergency Evacuation Plan

Having a household emergency evacuation plan is 
important, but it is also a good idea to have a general 
emergency evacuation plan for the neighborhood as 
well, especially for homes that are very close together. 
Certain emergencies may end up affecting more than a 
single house. Two of the biggest emergency situations in 
Arizona include wildfires and flooding. It is important for 
households to understand how to best help one another in 
these situations.

Elderly neighbors or neighbors who have multiple children 
may require additional assistance from other neighbors 
in the area. It is not uncommon for neighbors to agree to 
help one another and arrange travel to safer areas in the 
community together. 

How to Safeguard Your Home Against 
Common Arizona Natural Disasters
Your home is not only one of your largest assets, it is also 
the shelter that protects you and your family from the 
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outside world and, particularly, from the weather. If you lose 
your home, your family may suddenly be in deep physical 
and financial trouble. Certain types of weather can easily 
damage or destroy your Arizona home. Examples of such 
disasters include thunderstorms, floods, droughts and 
dust storms. However, you can give your home a better 
chance of surviving some of Arizona’s most common 
natural disasters by taking specific measures to safeguard 
and fortify the home against nature’s unpredictable Arizona 
weather patterns and disasters. Such fortifications may 
include securing both the inside and the outside of the 
home and your property itself in various ways designed to 
minimize property damage and keep you safe from harm. 
Below is information on how to safeguard your home 
against the most common Arizona natural disasters.

Protecting Your Arizona Home From Thunderstorms

Severe thunderstorms can pop up quickly in Arizona. 
Sometimes, lightning can even strike without rainfall 
occurring at all. According to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), approximately 80 deaths 
occur each year due to lightning strikes. The severe winds 
that often accompany thunderstorms can cause trees 
and power lines to fall, as well as blow objects around. As 
objects are blown around in your yard, they can become 
lost or damaged. The lightning itself can also strike, 
causing fires where it strikes the ground or any objects. 

You cannot protect your Arizona home from all thunderstorm-
related damage with 100 percent accuracy. However, it is 
possible to limit hazards. If you have enough time to safely 
prepare before the storm strikes, begin outdoors. Cut down 
any dead trees near your home that could catch fire or fall 
on your home or vehicles if lightning strikes. Also, store all 
of your lawn furniture and other objects in your yard, such 
as bird feeders, safely in a garage or shed prior to the storm. 
Then, secure window shutters or board up your windows 
and doors if you expect the storm to be severe. When the 
outside of your home is secure, go inside and unplug your 
computers and electrical appliances. Avoid using these 
appliances or the water in your home until the storm passes 
to minimize the chance of a lightning strike destroying your 
property, starting a fire or causing other injuries. 

Protecting Your Arizona Home From Flood Damage

Severe thunderstorms in Arizona may be associated with 
high risks for flash floods. If you already know that your 
home is in an area that is prone to flooding, you may 
protect it by elevating the home. You can also use various 
means to try to hold back the water, including fortified 
flood walls or levees. If elevating your home itself is not a 
feasible option for you, then you must at least make sure 
your water heater, furnace and electrical panels are raised 
above the normal flood water levels, This allows your area 
to avoid the risk of electrocution or fires stemming from 
electrical shorts due to water damage.

Protecting Your Arizona Home From Dust Storms

According to emergency management officials in Arizona, 
dust storms, also known as haboobs, typically only last 
for a few minutes. However, they can be quite hazardous 
to you and damaging to your property. The majority of 
Arizona dust storms occur in the months of July and 
August. Additionally, most dust storms are limited to 
the late afternoon and early evening. Therefore, you can 
protect your home from most dust storm damage by 
closing your windows and shutters during these times. 
Prior to the dust storm season, you should also secure 
items in your yard that could become projectiles when high 
winds strike. These items include lawn furniture and toys 
belonging to your children or pets. Also, make sure your 
gutters are securely attached to your home before dust 
storms are predicted. 

Protecting Your Arizona Home from Droughts and 
Extreme Heat

Arizona is a state which frequently experiences moderate 
to extreme drought conditions. Therefore, you should 
prepare your home for drought conditions. Begin by 
installing water collection systems to catch rainwater. You 
can use the rainwater in question for any purposes that do 
not require clean or filtered water, such as watering plants. 
Also, if you own a swimming pool, keep it covered when 
not in use to avoid allowing excess water to evaporate. 
Inside your home, reduce water usage whenever possible 
by shutting faucets off when they are not actually in use. If 
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you must allow the water to run until it gets hot, catch the 
cool water in buckets and use it for other purposes. 

Drought conditions in Arizona also often coincide with 
extreme heat. In order to keep your home secure and safe 
from the often unbearable Arizona heat, you must begin by 
having your air conditioning system serviced on a regular 
basis. Have a professional check to make sure your ducts 
are insulated well and free of blockages. Also, use window 
coverings and weather stripping to keep outdoor heat from 
infiltrating your home through window glass or crevices 
surrounding windows and doors. Taking these actions will 
not only help to keep the heat out but will also help you to 
lower your cooling bill each month.

Obtain Proper Arizona Disaster Insurance and Document 
Your Possessions

No matter how well you safeguard your Arizona home, 
natural disasters may be capable of penetrating the 
defenses you put into place. Therefore, you should 
also take the added step of video documenting your 
possessions and obtaining necessary insurance policies 
to protect your investment. Store a copy of all insurance 
policies and video, photos or written documents relating 
to the possessions in your home in a safe deposit box at 
a bank or in another secure location where they will not be 
destroyed if a disaster strikes at your home. 

Things to Consider Before Hiring a 
House-Sitter
When planning an absence from your home either for 
vacation or work, it can be difficult to get away. There are 
many responsibilities involved in taking care of a property 
and leaving them for any length of time is often hard to 
arrange. You might be able to find a friend or family member 
to take care of certain things for you, such as collecting mail, 
signing for deliveries and keeping an eye on your home’s 
safety. You may also be able to hire professionals to take 
care of certain tasks for you, such as garden maintenance 
or taking care of your pet in a kennel. These are popular 
choices that are worth considering. However, there are 
other issues to be aware of since friends and family are 

not always entirely reliable and a professional service will 
usually only be able to take care of one particular task. A 
house-sitter, on the other hand, might be able to handle a 
variety of tasks and responsibilities while you are away, as 
well as keep your house occupied. Here are some items to 
consider when deciding whether or not to hire a house-sitter.

Crime Rate

One of the biggest reasons to hire a house-sitter is to prevent 
a break-in while you are away. The risk of this will vary 
depending on where you live and it might be worth researching 
local crime statistics before making your decision. If home 
break-ins and burglaries are frequent in your area, it can be 
worth having someone stay in your home to deter thieves. 
The odds of a burglary might also increase depending on the 
time of year. For example, thieves may be more likely to take 
advantage of empty homes during a common vacation time, 
increasing the need for extra security. You should also check 
your home insurance contract. Your insurance might not pay 
out if your home is burgled after it has been unoccupied for 
a certain length of time. Although a break-in could still occur, 
having a house-sitter could mean you maintain eligibility to 
file an insurance claim. 

Frequent Absences

If you are only going to be away for a short amount of 
time or if you only go away once a year, you might be 
able to find a trusted friend or relative to take care of your 
property for you. He or she may agree to stop by once a 
day to check on things or feed your pets. However, if you 
are away often or for long periods of time, this system will 
be less sustainable than hiring a professional. A friend or 
relative might be willing to stay in your home for you once, 
but might not be so willing every time you are away. In 
addition to this, frequent absences might mean that you 
need a specific routine to be followed carefully each time. 
Professional house-sitters will be used to following routines 
and instructions as presented by you, the homeowner.

Garden Care

If you are an avid gardener, you may be concerned about 
leaving your garden unattended for a long time. This might 
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depend on the season and if you live in a hot region and will 
be away during summer, you may want someone to water 
your plants every day. In winter, this might not be an issue. 
However, depending on your needs, you may require a 
gardening service instead. A house-sitter should be able to 
perform basic tasks but if you leave complex instructions, 
he or she may not be able to follow them as accurately as 
you require. 

Pet Care

Pets are another common reason to hire a house-sitter. 
Paying for your pet to stay in a kennel is an option. 
However, this can be stressful for your pet. Not only will 
your pet be away from you and your family members, but it 
will also be away from its usual and familiar environment. 
Unless you have a regular kennel where you know your pet 
is very happy, it can be far easier to keep things as familiar 
and routine as possible. You can also guarantee close and 
personal supervision for your pet, which you might not be 
able to find at a kennel. You can provide the house-sitter 
with specific instructions for your pet, as well as extra 
tasks as needed, such as administering medication.

Maintenance and Other Jobs

There may some small tasks that you require to be 
completed while you are away. You might be able to find 
a neighbor or friend who would agree to do them for you. 
This might be something like letting a cleaner or garden 
professional into the home or signing for a parcel. If 
you have a reliable neighbor who would be willing to do 
these things for you, you might not need to employ a 
house-sitter. However, if you are not very close with your 
neighbors, you might feel nervous about asking such a big 
favor. Additionally, if they are only performing the tasks as 
a favor to you, they will naturally prioritize their own needs 
over yours. For example, if they are called away while 
waiting for a delivery on your behalf, they may not be very 
concerned. However, a paid house-sitter will make your 
tasks his or her biggest priority. You might even be able 
to find one who will perform small tasks for you him or 
herself, such as cleaning or maintenance work. 

Dealing With Emergencies

Similar to insurance, the need for house-sitters is not 
always obvious until emergency situations occur. A house-
sitter will be able to call you day or night to alert you to 
an emergency and will be on hand to deal with it right 
away. You know your home and routine best. While it is 
impossible to know for sure whether an emergency will 
occur, you can assess whether you might need a person to 
look after your home while you are away. 

Baby-Proofing Your Kitchen
When preparing your home for your new baby, there 
are several measures you can employ to make it safer. 
However, of all the rooms which your child might enter, the 
kitchen may be considered the most hazardous. There are 
many dangers posed by cooking, such as sharp objects 
and hot surfaces and there are other items to consider 
as well. Breakable objects, electrical appliances and 
hazardous substances can all be found in the kitchen. 
However, there are many ways to make your kitchen a safe 
place for your child to play in while you work and cook. 
There are several helpful products you can purchase to 
keep your kitchen safe and secure, including safer versions 
of items you may already own. Most of the changes you 
must implement will be the result of changing your own 
behavior. Designating new places for dangerous items, 
keeping everything clean and put away and engaging in 
the best possible safety practices will all help you as you 
prepare to baby-proof your kitchen.

Cleaning Products

Almost any cleaning product is harmful to a baby if 
ingested. For some, even simple skin contact can be 
dangerous. An easy way to reduce the potential danger is 
to replace these substances with less harmful ones. There 
are various options for “green” cleaning products, such as 
using vinegar and bicarbonate of soda, beeswax, borax 
and mineral oils. However, whether or not you switch to 
these kinds of products, you should still ensure you keep 
your cleaning products in a designated space that is either 
well out reach of the baby or in a locked cabinet. 
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Hazardous Items

There are a number of items in and around a typical kitchen that could be risky to a baby. These might include sharp or 
breakable items, medicines and alcohol, cling wrap and plastic bags and many more. The easiest and safest method of 
dealing with this is simply to put these items in places that cannot be reached or accessed by the baby. You might use child-
proof locks and latches, a high shelf or cabinet. There are a number of child-proof latches available on the market, from plastic 
straps to magnetic locks. By rearranging your kitchen in this manner, you can help to prevent any issues before they even arise. 
If an item is in its place, it should not pose any danger. 
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Stove and Oven

Your oven door should have some kind of latch or strap to 
prevent it from being opened by the child. The knobs used 
to control the stove top should also be considered when 
baby-proofing. An easy solution is to simply remove the 
knobs and keep them in a designated spot for when you 
need to use the stove. Otherwise, you can purchase guards 
for the knobs to make them safer. 

Dishwasher

If you have a dishwasher, you should have a latch or lock 
that prevents it from being opened. However, since you will 
have to open it at some point yourself and it will probably 
be within easy reach of a child in the kitchen, you should 
also be careful about the contents. Cutlery should be kept 
pointing downward, and items should be loaded from the 
back to the front.

Electric Plugs and Switches

Plastic guards for your electrical outlets should be easy to 
come by. Make sure that you keep them close when not 
plugged in so that they do not go missing while you use 
the outlet. If you have a dangerous switch within reach of 
your child, such as a garbage disposal switch, consider 
purchasing a switch guard. 

Unsecured Items and Furniture

Large, freestanding pieces of furniture can pose danger to 
children in a kitchen. For example, a freestanding shelving unit 
might wobble or fall if pulled on, as may an oven that is not 
built into your kitchen unit. These items will not need replacing 
if they can be safely secured to the wall using an anchor. 

Out of Reach

As well as keeping hazardous items stored out of reach of 
the child, there are several practices you can use to keep 
any potential risk out of reach of your child while using 
the kitchen.  When cooking on the stove, use the back 
burners and keep the handles of any pots or pans turned 
inward. If you have finished using an electrical appliance, 
unplug it and roll up the cord. If you place something on a 

countertop with a dishtowel underneath, such as dishes 
waiting to dry or a pot of food, move the dishtowel away 
from the edge of the counter.

Keep Floor Clear

It is important to keep the floor clean and clear, especially 
when your child is learning to crawl and walk. Dropped 
foodstuffs should be cleaned up, with specific attention 
paid to places where crumbs or particles can accumulate, 
such as under a fridge. Anything that is within reach of 
the child will most likely be investigated and played with, 
so be very careful when putting things down on the floor. 
Even items that normally go on the floor may need to be 
relocated. For example, if you have a pet, you might keep 
their food dish on the kitchen floor. If you have a baby, 
however, it is better to remove the dish between uses. 

Distractions

If your baby is safely distracted while in the kitchen, he or 
she should be less likely to play with unsafe items or try 
to get into locked cabinets and drawers. You can set up a 
playpen in the kitchen if you have enough space, with toys 
to keep him or her occupied. Otherwise, consider keeping 
one cabinet or drawer that is within reach of the child 
open and filled with safe items. You can encourage your 
child’s natural curiosity and adventure in a safe manner by 
stocking the cupboard with non-breakable items, such as 
plastic or metal bowls and pots, large serving spoons or 
kitchen towels. 

How to Pick the Right Daycare for 
Your Kids
Choosing who to leave your kids with is a big decision 
as a parent. You want to be sure that you can go about 
your day confident that your kids are safe, happy and 
well taken care of while you are away from them. If you 
are worried about your kids, your ability to go about your 
own day safely, happily and effectively is challenging. The 
first item to check for with any daycare provider for your 
children is the facility’s certification or license. Licenses 
and certifications provide a degree of quality control 
that assures you that your children’s health and safety 
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will be appropriately prioritized by a care provider. The 
Arizona Department of Health Services (DHS) licenses 
and monitors all home-based childcare providers and 
childcare centers that serve at least five children or more 
for payment. Check with the Arizona DHS to find out the 
licensure status of daycare providers before you consider 
them any further. Use these handy tips to help you narrow 
down your choices for child daycare. 

Questions to Ask a Day Care Provider

Whether an individual, a daycare center or a childcare 
program, many of the key questions you should be asking 
are the same. Call each individual daycare provider and 
daycare facility you are considering hiring and ask the 
following questions: 

Visit in Person

Once you have narrowed down your list of prospective 
daycare providers for your kids, make a plan to visit each 
of the ones remaining on your list in person. Try to arrange 
for these visits to take place during each given provider’s 
hours of operation. That way, you can see the daycare 
environment in full swing, just like it would be for your 
children if you chose to leave them there during the day. 

When you visit daycare providers you are considering 
using for your kids, observe the interactions between 
the caregivers and the children under their supervision. 
Consider how warm, nurturing and responsive the 
caregivers are when interacting with the children. Observe 
whether or not the children seem happy and comfortable 
with the caregivers and the activities they are engaged in. 
You should also find out if each child seems to be getting 
enough individualized attention and if you feel the physical 
environment is clean and child safe. Consider if there is a 
safe outdoor space too or if the children are kept indoors 
all day. Review the appropriate spaces and provisions for 
napping, toileting and eating to ensure they meet your 
standards. 

Check References

Once your list of potential daycare providers for your kids 
is further narrowed down, ask each remaining provider for 
the names and phone numbers of a few parents of children 
already under the given provider’s charge as references. 
Often, a parent can give you a different vantage point of 
a particular daycare provider than the provider can. Ask 
parents whether they are pleased with the care their child 
receives, whether the child enjoys the care he or she is 
receiving, how discipline is handled, how parental contact 
is handled and how responsive the provider is to the 
parents. Additionally, ask whether the child learns anything 
while in care and whether the program has helped their 
child to prepare for school. If a parent’s child is no longer 
being watched by a particular provider, ask why the parent 
chose to stop using the provider. If the child is still being 
watched by the provider, ask if the parent recommends the 
provider without reservation. If the parent does not, ask for 
his or her reasons to not recommend the facility. Check 

What are the provider’s qualifications, including 
his or her levels of training and experience and 
whether he or she has any accreditations?

What are the provider’s hours of operation, 
costs and possibility of discounts or financing, 
meals provided and transportation for kids who 
only require care part-time?

Are there books, games, toys and other 
materials to keep the children engaged and 
entertained?

What is the level of parent involvement in the child’s 
care and how does the provider keep parents 
informed of their child’s activities and behavior?

How often, if at all, are babies held by the 
provider?

You should also inquire about the ratio of adults to children in 
the home or facility and you should question the availability 
of backup or substitute caregivers if something happens to 
the primary care provider. Additionally, inquire about policies 
for emergencies and children who become ill.
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with the Arizona Department of Economic Security’s Child 
Care Administration (CCA) as well to make sure that no 
complaints have been filed about a particular childcare 
provider over the years. The CCA is also the department 
that you would apply with to receive Child Care Assistance 
to help you pay for child care in Arizona. 

Consider Quality First Participants

Quality First is a program in Arizona that partners child 
daycare centers and providers with preschools and child 
education programs in an effort to incorporate educational 
programming into the daycare experience. In doing so, it 
can help to better prepare the children in daycare settings 
for their upcoming education. If this sounds like something 
that might appeal to you as a parent, you can pare down 
a large list of potential daycare providers for your kids 
to include only those that participate in the Quality First 
Program. The Quality First program even includes a Star 
Rating feature that rates daycare providers according to 
a five-star system that is based on how well the given 
provider adheres to program quality standards. There are 
over 900 in-home childcare providers, childcare centers 
and preschools throughout Arizona that participate in the 
Quality First program. 

Parent Tips for Easing the Disruption 
Caused to Your Children by Switching 
Schools
Big changes can be stressful for children and adults alike. 
However, children are usually far less prepared to deal with 
these changes tan adults who often prompt the changes 
themselves. A child’s school life is often a large part of 
his or her stability, providing friends, activities and a daily 
routine. If your child has to switch schools, he or she 
might feel afraid or anxious and upset over the prospect 
of losing contact with school friends. There are a number 
of ways you can make this transition easier for your 
child and yourself. Being aware of and open to the child’s 
emotions will be a big part of the process because most 
potential issues are emotionally-based. Preparing the child 
by fostering and maintaining a sense of excitement and 
anticipation over the change ahead can also be helpful. You 

can also encourage your child to balance his or her old and 
new social circles and keep you informed of how he or she 
is doing. Follow the tips below to help your child transition 
to a new school with as little turbulence as possible.

Open Communication Early

As soon as you are able to, you should let your child know 
about the impending move. This will give him or her time to 
adapt to the idea and will also allow you more opportunity 
to look out for any potential issues that might surface. Let 
the child know what will happen when and keep the lines 
of emotional communication open. It is best to encourage 
excitement about the changes and the possibilities they 
might hold. However, it is important to prepare the child 
for the negative emotions that often accompany such a 
move. He or she will most likely miss friends and his or 
her old school and adapting to a new environment can be 
challenging. Without making your child unduly nervous, let 
him or her know that these negative feelings are a likely 
and natural part of making a change like this. By doing 
this, you can encourage your child to come to you with any 
emotional difficulty instead of trying to hide it.  

Involve the Child 

There may be some decisions surrounding the move that 
need to be made. Perhaps you even have a few different 
schools to choose between. If possible, try to involve the 
child in making the decision. This way, he or she can feel 
engaged and empowered instead of powerless in the 
situation. Your child might also begin to feel excited about 
the new school early on. 

Keep Contact With Old Friends

Cutting all contact with your child’s old friends can be 
upsetting. If this is the first time you have moved, your 
child might be unprepared for maintaining long distance 
friendships. Try to help your child to keep in contact with 
old friends, possibly through social media and email. It is 
also important to remind him or her to make new friends 
and that he or she should be willing to gradually let some 
old friends become more distant. 
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Establish Contact With New Friends

If you are moving during a school vacation, you might be able to arrange for your child to attend a club or activity camp in 
your new area. This way, he or she will be able to find and make new friends away from the pressures of school. If this is not 
possible, encourage your child to make an effort in socializing at the new school. Your child should also be prepared for the 
fact that it might take a little time to find or create a new friend group and that the initial loneliness will not last long. 

School Activities

One excellent way for your child to meet and make new friends who share similar interests is to join the activities in school, 
including clubs or organized teams. Try to encourage your child to find and join a suitable group, which might also help him or 
her to become excited about the new school. However, it is important to remember that your child will be dealing with a lot as 
he or she adapts to new surroundings, routines and schoolwork. Joining too many school teams and clubs right away might 
be overwhelming. These activities should remain in balance with the rest of the child’s life. 

Meeting Other Parents

Part of your child adapting to the new school will be your own adaptation. Try to make an effort to meet the parents of 
the children in your child’s new class, especially since they might already know one another. You can model appropriate 
behavior for your child as you make an effort to meet and get to know these parents. This could also help if your child is 
involved in any kind of conflict with another member of the class or club, as you will be able to talk to the parents of the 
other child openly and easily. 

Following up With Teachers

Keep in regular contact with the teachers and administrators at the new school, especially right after you have made the move. 
You should meet with them ahead of the move to prepare them for what they can expect from your child, but make sure to 
check in with them as the first few weeks of your child’s school attendance go by. 

Following up With the Child

As best you can, maintain the lines of communication you opened with your child. Check in with him or her regularly to see how 
your child is coping with the move. Familiarize yourself with any possible symptoms of anxiety or depression this will allow you to 



Arizona Department of Housing & Urban Development Guide  | 53

catch problems early on and work with your child on active 
strategies to adapt and thrive in his or her new situation. 

Advantages of Living With Your Parents 
as an Adult (and Why More People Are 
Doing It)
Young adults are choosing to continue to live with their 
parents into adulthood more frequently by the day. 
According to 2016 research findings from Trulia, the 
number of adults still living with their parents or other 
relatives hit an all-time high in the United States in 2015 and 
the trend is still quite popular. One obvious reason for the 
family cohabitation trend is immediate financial savings for 
the younger generation. The costs of renting apartments or 
homes have increased dramatically in recent years. Those 
increased costs combined with other increases in the costs 
of essentials, such as food and clothing, may have made 
it nearly impossible for adults to maintain their own living 
spaces. Therefore, these young adults may feel they have 
no choice but to continue living with their parents. However, 
immediate savings are not the only advantages of living 
with parents or relatives. Below is a list of reasons adults 
are continuing to live with their parents and how this choice 
can benefit both these adults and their family members.

People Are Staying Single Longer

According to Gallup data collection compiled in 2015, 
Americans are getting married at older ages, if they do 
so at all. Many are choosing to never marry. Although 
staying single is a personal and perfectly valid choice, 
single adults often find it difficult to afford the expenses 
of living alone. This may be because the costs of renting 
homes or apartments have been steadily increasing by 
large increments over the last several years while wage 
increases have been small or completely lacking at times. 
Therefore, the decreasing number of marriages is leading 
to many young adults choosing to live with their parents 
out of necessity more so than choice.

College Course Participation and Costs Are Both Rising

A 2013 Pew Research Center study found that 36 percent 

of adults between 18 and 31 years of age were living with 
their parents or other close family members. This trend 
has continued, with rates in 2015 reaching 40 percent. 
Pew researchers attribute the rising trend in part to the 
fact that college students are taking more classes with the 
availability of online enrollment and participation, as well 
as the fact that tuition costs and fees for individual courses 
have increased in recent years. Living at home gives young 
adults the ability to save money to pay for their rising 
student loan debts. Students living at home also have the 
option of taking additional classes they might otherwise 
be unable to afford, which may expand their career options 
in the future.

Family Dynamics Have Changed

Experts believe that another contributing factor as to 
why more adults are choosing to continue to live with 
their parents is changing family dynamics. Children are 
being monitored more closely by their parents, leading to 
more dependency on their parents as they grow and also 
leading to more parents who want to keep their children 
close as long as possible. Additionally, many of today’s 
parents of young adults grew up with strict parents and 
are trying to create more friendship-based relationships 
with their children.

Parents want their children as adults to continue living with 
them for various reasons, which may include wanting to 
protect their children or simply wanting the convenience 
of having an additional person around to help them with 
tasks, such as snow shoveling in the winter or general yard 
work throughout the year. As a result, parents of adults 
who still live at home are enabling their children to do so 
by providing perks, which include cheap or free rent, free 
food and free laundry facilities. Therefore, adults who still 
live with their parents have little incentive to move out. 

Living With Parents Influences Job Choice and Job 
Security Concerns

Many young adults today choose to live with their parents 
because of concerns over finding jobs or the security of 
their existing jobs. Even young adults with jobs are often 
earning minimum wage or wages that are not high enough 
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to cover expenses, such as a mortgage or monthly rent, 
as well as food, clothing, insurance and other necessities. 
By living with their parents, adults can often limit or totally 
avoid payments for these items. 

Adults living with their parents also often have the flexibility 
to be out of work for short periods of time and to be selective 
with where they choose to seek employment. Flexibility of 
job choice makes it easier for many young adults living at 
home to get started in their ideal career fields and create 
good foundations for their working future. 

Living With Parents Provides a Home Base for Travelers

Although somewhat less common than some other 
reasons, one reason why some adults choose to live with 
their parents is that their parents’ homes can serve as 
home bases for them if their jobs require a lot of travel. 
Young adults who own their own homes or are locked into 
rental leases do not have the flexibility to accept jobs that 
require them to travel or move to other areas. Therefore, 
establishing home bases at the homes of their parents 
allows adults to be adventurous in their career choices, 
and avoid having to pass up potentially lucrative job offers. 

Living With Parents is a Good Solution for Entrepreneurs

Many adults today are disillusioned with poor job markets 
in various parts of the country, especially in large cities 
where a lot of competition exists and apartment rental 
prices are high. Adults who choose to continue living with 
their parents can circumvent both of those problems by 
starting their own businesses. Money saved by paying low 
or no rent can be used for startup expenses and supplies. 
In some cases, family businesses can also be launched, 
allowing families to spend more time together and build 
tighter bonds while maintaining comfortable lifestyles.

How to Help Your Pets Transition 
During a Move
Moving can be a challenging experience for any person, 
even if it all goes well. Imagine how the moving process 
must feel for an animal who does not understand what is 
going on, let alone whether or not it is going smoothly. All a 

pet sees during a move is his or her life going into upheaval 
because familiar items are replaced by stacks of boxes and 
a constant flurry of activity has picked up in the normally 
copacetic environment. Therefore, for your pet to continue 
providing you the love and comfort he or she always has, 
you need to show your pet the love and comfort he or she 
needs when being thrust into a situation as confusing and 
tumultuous as a move. Fortunately, there is a lot that you 
can do to help your pet to experience the smoothest, most 
stress and trauma-free moving experience possible. 

Visit the Vet

Before you move, take your pet for one last examination 
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with its current vet. Collect any new prescriptions or refills 
that you need and gather copies of all your pet’s medical 
records to deliver to the new vet. Make sure all your pet’s 
shots and identification tags are current, including a tag 
with a current phone number where you may be reached 
while transitioning from your old home. 

Be Your Pet’s Private Mover and Chauffeur

Do not leave it to someone else to cart your pet from his or 
her old home to the new one. You should handle this move 
firsthand so that your pet knows you are coming too. If 
you have to readjust your planned mode of transportation, 
travel schedule or route to achieve this, it is well worth it to 
give your pet peace of mind. If your pet has never driven 
with you before or never ridden in the particular vehicle 
that you will be driving, take your pet on a test ride or two 
in that vehicle, if possible. Get at least one new experience 
out of the way before the move so that your pet will feel 
all the less upset by the disturbance. You will also need 
someone else traveling with you so that your pet is never 
left alone in the vehicle unattended. Allow for plenty of 
breaks for your pet to go to the bathroom as well. If your 
pet has a need to relieve itself and the need is unmet, it 
can cause undue stress in a time when circumstances 
are stressful enough as it is. The same goes for exercise; 
account for sufficient opportunities for your pet to walk 
around outside of the vehicle, or at least outside its crate, 
and bring enough water and food to keep your pet properly 
nourished, hydrated and healthy on the trip. Also, pets, like 
children, may need toys to help keep them from potentially 
destructive boredom during long and unfamiliar trips.

When Moving by Air

If airplane travel is involved in your move, research which 
airlines along your route will best accommodate your pet. 
Find out exactly what is needed for your pet to be permitted 
on the plane, from the inoculations and paperwork needed, 
to the type of crate used and what it can and cannot 
contain. Some airlines will allow small pets to fly with 
you in the cabin while larger pets must be flown as cargo. 
Some airlines may have age restrictions on how old any 
puppies or kittens must be to travel with them. You want 

to know about all these contingencies before you choose 
an airline to fly with your pet and well before you show 
up on your travel day ready for takeoff. When travel day 
does arrive, allow plenty of extra time for check-in so that 
there is no hectic rushing around with your locked-up pet 
in tow. Plan to fly during mild weather so there is a lesser 
likelihood of your pet feeling airsick or excessively hot or 
cold during transit. 

Pet-Proof Your New Home

Make sure that your pet can be let out of his or her crate 
and move freely about the new home as soon as possible 
after arriving there. This is so he or she can begin to get 
acquainted with the new space and, like you, start to get 
acclimated to it. Avoid stacking boxes perilously high or 
blocking entries and exits with furniture or belongings. 
Lay out objects and items familiar to your pet as early 
as possible, such as toys, a pet bed or its food and water 
dishes. Likewise, make sure that you are complying with 
all the requirements and agreements of your new home 
regarding pets, if any such restrictions apply, as the last 
thing you want your pet to experience in its brand-new 
home environment is an irate landlord or homeowner’s 
association stirring up anxieties. 

Maintain Routine

As best as possible before, during and after a move, maintain 
your pet’s routines. Try to feed him or her at the same times 
every day and night. Keep walk, play and training times 
the same and allow for extra treat times for your pet each 
traveling day. Use the same bedding for your pet. Use the 
same food and water dishes set in the same rooms as in 
the old home. Feed your pet the same food he or she is used 
to and quickly unpack familiar favorite toys. The more that 
your pet’s routine remains undisturbed, the less likely the 
change in your pet’s environment is to disturb it.

How to Live in Peace With Your 
Roommate
It is not uncommon for Arizona residents to be hesitant 
about accepting roommates. For many, the idea of having 
roommates is intimidating, especially if it includes people 
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they have never met before. However, there are certain 
situations where it is simply not possible to avoid having 
a roommate. For example, many college students have to 
choose between trying to afford student housing outside 
of their schools or having roommates. Even outside of 
college, there are sometimes situations where Arizona 
residents are simply unable to afford houses or apartments 
on their own, so they need to find roommates. 

Even residents who are already familiar or are close friends 
with each other may find their relationships drastically 
changing when they become roommates. There are a few 
general tips that all roommates should follow when they 
decide to live with each other, whether they already know 
each other or they have never met before.

Have a Real Conversation

In the case of roommates who do not already know each 
other, one of the most common ways to learn about each 
other is to search for them through social media. It may 
seem like this is a good way to get to know someone, but 
social media does not always portray the best picture of 
who someone is. Social media portrays a very filtered view 
of a person. At a glance, someone may seem like they are 
a perfect roommate based on this or her social media 
profile, but the person may have habits that do not show 
up in posts. 

Checking a social media profile is a good way to learn 
about potential shared interests, but it should not take 
the place of actual conversations. Roommates are 
strongly encouraged to have at least one single face to 
face conversation before moving in together. College 
roommates who are coming to Arizona from different 
parts of the world should at least have conversation over 
the phone before committing, if it is impossible for them to 
physically meet.

Dividing Expenses

One of the advantages of college roommates is that 
dividing expenses is much easier. With most colleges, 
students pay upfront for all of their housing costs. Even 
in these situations, roommates should still discuss what, 

if any, expenses they plan to share. For example, many 
roommates split the costs of snack food for the dorm. 

Roommates outside of college dorms have many more 
expenses to discuss. Even something like rent payments 
may not be as clean cut as roommates expect. While 
many roommates typically divide rent in half, there may be 
some factors that change this. If the home or apartment 
has a master bedroom, one roommate may agree to pay 
slightly more in exchange for the bigger bedroom.

Utilities can also be difficult to divide. If roommates want 
to agree to an even split, they must be willing to accept 
the fact that they may end up paying more for utilities 
that they do not normally use. Ultimately, there is no right 
way to decide how to split bills among roommates. It is 
important to have this conversation early on, otherwise 
roommates may be blindsided when bills arrive and may 
end up fighting about the best ways to pay for them.

Establish House Rules

Establishing house rules is just as important as figuring out 
how to pay for household expenses. In some situations, 
the two conversations may even overlap. For example, 
roommates who decide they are comfortable sharing 
groceries in the house should establish how the groceries 
are paid for. If roommates want to share cleaning duties, 
they should also discuss who will pay for cleaning supplies.

In addition to food and cleaning, it is important to establish 
clear boundaries early on. Roommates should discuss 
what they are comfortable using public spaces for and 
how they want to handle having guests over. Roommates 
who have completely different sleep schedules should 
try to establish basic noise rules as well so they are not 
constantly waking up or disturbing other roommates. 

Be Willing to Compromise

It is rare for two roommates to agree on every single 
decision. Roommates must be willing to compromise 
so they can both be comfortable. A common mistake 
with compromising is mistaking it for giving something 
up. A good compromise involves both parties making 
concessions to be happy. For example, someone who is 
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uncomfortable having guests over may agree to let his or 
her roommate have company over on specific days, when 
he or she is out doing something else. However, the guests 
may need to leave at a certain set time so as not to disrupt 
the home’s peaceful evening dynamic. 

Address Problems as They Happen

One of the most common mistakes that roommates 
make is waiting too long to bring up problems. The longer 
a problem persists, the harder it is to fix. It is also harder 
for the roommate to change if he or she feels safe or 
comfortable with his or her current behavior. In the first few 
weeks of living together, it is a good idea for roommates to 
periodically check in with each other to make sure everyone 
is happy. Whenever possible, it is better to discuss issues 
in person. Leaving notes or relying on other forms of 
communication may come off as passive aggressive and 
make the other party feel attacked.

Not All Roommates Become Friends

Ideally, roommates will either already be friends with one 
another or become friends after living together. Not all 
roommates will end up bonding or becoming friends, but 
that does not mean either party is doing something wrong. 
Some people simply are not compatible as friends but can 
still get along perfectly as roommates. Trying to force a 
friendship may even end up causing problems, such as 
making the other party uncomfortable. 

Decorating Your Home on a Budget
If you have just purchased a new home or want to give 
your existing home a completely new look, then you are 
probably envisioning the hefty costs associated with 
purchasing brand new furniture and various decorative 
pieces. That is not to mention the possibility of hiring a 
decorator to help you plan your new design. However, home 
decorating is something you can easily do by yourself. In 
fact, since you are the one who has to live in your home 
on a daily basis, you are probably the best person to make 
your home decorating choices. Additionally, decorating 
your home by yourself does not have to be an expensive 
process, so a new design is not out of the question if you 
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are on a tight budget. As long as you have some time and 
creativity to invest, you can give any room in your home a 
new and more appealing look. Below are several ideas for 
decorating your home on a budget that will help you start 
your design process.

Use Paint in Creative Ways

Paint is one of the most inexpensive resources available 
for you to use when you intend to decorate a space. 
The versatility of paint can also be helpful, since it can 
be purchased in almost any color you can imagine. Use 
paint not only on the walls of a given room, but also on 
the ceiling and other features, such as brick fireplaces, to 
create entirely new looks and give a space more aesthetic 
appeal. When using paint to redo a space, remember that 
the ceiling or items affixed to the ceiling, such as beams, 
can also be painted to make a space look larger or to 
change how it is perceived. For example, darker ceiling 
paint can create a cozy feeling and make a space feel 
more intimate in some cases, while lighter colors are often 
used to make a space feel larger than it is.

Sew Your Own Design Elements

If you know how to sew, then you can save a lot of money 
while you are redecorating your home. Fabric is typically 
far less expensive than finished products. Shop at your 
local discount fabric store or purchase inexpensive fabric 
online. Then, use your chosen fabric to make fun design 
elements. Potential items you can sew to incorporate into 
your home decorating design include curtains, blankets, 
pillows, rugs and slip covers. You can also sew different 
objects to be used for function and display at specific 
times of year, allowing you to change the design of a space 
as the seasons change.

Refurbish Old Furniture

If you feel that your furniture is out of date, you may not need 
to start with entirely new furniture pieces. Use washable 
and interchangeable slip covers for convenience and 
design freedom. Alternatively, new permanent upholstery 
or the addition of pillows and cushions can breathe new 
life into older couches and chairs. Other furniture can 

be updated using fresh coats of stain or paint and new 
hardware, such as drawer handles. 

Use What You Have on Hand

One way that you can redesign a space without spending 
any money at all is to use items you already have on hand 
in your home as design elements. For example, if you have 
received numerous beautiful greeting cards over the years, 
you can hang them up in place of expensive artwork. Books 
can also be used as no cost as functional design elements. 
Stack them vertically to draw attention to a certain area or 
for functional purposes, you can use them as the pedestal 
for a homemade table in a study area. Books can also be 
displayed on windowsills or shelves to add color and depth 
to a space.

If you have different tastes, then you may still have items 
around the house you can use to decorate a space in a new 
way. For example, glassware of all sorts can be functional, 
but also beautiful when arranged in certain ways. Display 
glassware on shelves or hanging racks in your kitchen or 
dining room for a fun and functional decorative display. 

Use Mirrors to Create a New Sense of Space

Installing a mirror in any room of your home will give that 
room the feel of a larger space. A mirror can also completely 
change how any given room feels in terms of brightness 
and general appearance. The shape and frame type you 
choose for your mirror can also be incorporated into your 
ideal design. For example, a mirror frame can easily be 
painted to complement a wall or floor color. Inexpensive 
mirrors can be purchased in second-hand shops or at yard 
sales. You can also construct your own mirror by finding or 
making a frame and ordering mirrored glass to fit into the 
frame you choose. 

Make Your Own Artwork

If you are looking for inexpensive ways to fill wall space, 
you can create your own artwork easily. Display art projects 
your children have completed on the walls or frame 
anything that catches your eye, such as magazine covers, 
calendar pages or dried flowers. You can also take the 
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process a step further by building shadow boxes to house 
three dimensional objects you wish to display, including 
trophies, bronzed baby shoes or other family items.

Be Selective About Where You Shop

Although many design elements may already exist within 
your home, you will inevitably need to purchase some 
pieces of furniture or other accent pieces. However, you 
can still decorate well within your budget by being selective 
about where you shop. Auctions and estate sales of all sorts 
often offer excellent chances to purchase used items at low 
prices. Flea markets, antique shops and yard sales are also 
great sources of decor for your home. Additionally, you may 
be able to take advantage of stores in your local area that 
sell factory surplus furniture or second-hand pieces.

Make Your Own Seasonal Decorations
Decorating for any holiday celebration is fun any time of year 
and, fortunately, there are many holidays on the calendar 
to celebrate. Appropriate for any holiday in any season are 
fresh, dried and pressed seasonal flowers, living plants and 
baskets or bowls of seasonal fruits or vegetables. Table 
centerpieces are fixtures of any seasonal decor and can 
be made simply with the right choice of plant, flowers or 
candles. Rather than spending exorbitant money on mass-
produced, store-bought decorations, make a family activity 
of creating your own seasonal decorations. Their appeal will 
mean much more to you because of the care and effort you 
put into making them. With the money you save on mass-
produced, store-bought decorations, you can spend more 
on seasonal holiday gifts for your loved ones. 

You can pick up a few crafty items to help make your 
decorations all the more appealing. For example, glitter, 
spray paint and ribbons are appealing elements to add to 
any season’s decorations. Just be sure that you are abiding 
by all the safety guidelines of the home or workplace you 
will be decorating. If you own the home, you have only 
safety to consider, but if you live in a dorm, group or rental 
home or you are decorating your workplace, there may be 
decorating policies to abide by as well. Adhere to all fire 
safety and building security protocols, whether they are 
mandated or not.  

Winter

During the winter season, you can make wreaths and 
drape mantles with fresh boughs of evergreen, pine cones, 
berries and holly. You could also make ornaments for your 
Christmas tree from gourds, mini-corn, pine cones, baby’s 
breath and hydrangea. Consider creating edible treats 
with birdseed rolled in peanut butter to hang outside your 
windows and attract birds. You can also fill cut out plastic 
cartons with water and freeze them to make ice lanterns. 

Cut snowflakes out of white paper or bed sheets and hang 
them over parts of the windows to simulate a fantastical sort 
of perpetual snowfall. If you lack a fireplace, paint one onto a 
drop cloth and drape it from a wall. Then, hang your Christmas 
stockings from the fake mantle. You can turn leftover wrapping 
paper into decorative gift boxes for your mantle or holiday 
shapes to hang from the ceiling and walls. For another fun 
activity, sew your own Christmas tree skirt from old colorful 
sheets, skirts, dresses and tablecloths. You can also make 
exotic Christmas trees for a display or ornaments out of upside 
down sea shells. Turn Scrabble letters into ornaments that 
spell celebratory words or family members’ names. 

Spring

In the springtime, you could choose from any one of the 
following creative craft ideas:

Place long forsythia or fruit tree branches in a 
vase with some water and you can force them 
to bud indoors.

For Easter, line a basket with plastic and instead 
of filling the bottom with fake grass, plant real 
grass in it. 

Set up a maypole with ribbons handmade from 
strips of old sheets or fabric streaming from 
the top to celebrate May Day. 

Weave grapevines into topiary spheres. 
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Summer

To get into the summer spirit, you can fill a hollowed-out 
watermelon or squash with fresh flowers or dry some 
flowers and set them out on a mantle or in a frame.  
Attempt to make garlands out of seashells, starfish and 
sand dollars.  Consider filling a bowl with water and setting 
colored glass, marbles or other reflective or refractive 
materials inside. You can even add festive seasonal food 
coloring to the water to add extra color.

Fall

When fall rolls around, consider taking on one of the 
projects listed below:

Embroider individual letters into old sheets or cut them 
from pieces of felt. Take a child’s toy alphabet blocks and 
spell out your seasonal wishes. Fold colored paper into 
trees, flowers, boxes and other decorative items.

Take an old child’s toy relevant for a particular season and 
make it the centerpiece of a decorative diorama. Make a 
decorative chalkboard by cutting an appropriately seasonal 
shape out of plywood, then painting it with a few coats of 
chalkboard paint. Then, you and your family and guests 
can continue to decorate and redecorate it endlessly to 
your heart’s content. When kids are particularly looking 
forward to a holiday or seasonal occasion, construct a 
playful countdown calendar they can revisit every day with 
increased excitement as the coveted date nears. You can 
even emulate an advent calendar by including a treat or 
trinket for each day counted down.

Create colorful abstract seasonal decor by filling jars with 
glitter, rocks, colored sand or other bright and colorful 
items. Decorate an old linen towel with embroidery or 
sewn-on accessories, like ribbons and buttons, to create 
your own table runner. Paste a frame made of seasonal 
objects, colors or references around a plain, drab mirror 
and hangs it anywhere you want. When you entertain, tie 
colored ribbons around chair backs, make napkin holders 
out of cardstock and rope and set a mood with flickering 
candlelight filtered through the holes in a box-style metal 
cheese grater. 

Gourds and mini-pumpkins are popular 
decorations for the fall harvest season. Place 
an assortment of them in baskets or bowls on 
shelves and tables throughout the house. Add 
small hay bales, ornamental corn cobs, stalks 
or husks, or dried autumn leaves for extra effect. 

Wrap pinecones in colored yarn.

Make a wreath out of corn husks or wheat stalks. 

Cover fake fruit in copper leaf. 

Make tiny candles out of acorn caps. 

Additional All-Season Do-It-Yourself Decorating Ideas

You can make a banner that celebrates any holiday or 
special occasion when you have all the right letters handy. 
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