
What I Did On My Vacation 

St Louis – Texas – Utah – Montana – 
Idaho – St Louis 

15 May – 1 June 2013 



 

Here’s how most of the traveling 
got done – IFR GPS, XM Satellite 
weather, and an iPad mini on my 
leg in a 1980 Cessna 180 



 

Leg 1 was to Abilene, Texas.  Mother Nature 
had other plans.  Here’s some weather near 
Enid, OK that I avoided.  I had to go west almost 
to Wichita to before I could turn south! 



 

After Texas, I headed to Utah.  
The wind was howling as 
evidenced by this dust storm 
about to engulf Farmington, NM. 



 

By the time I got to Utah it 
was too windy to get into any 
of the backcountry strips, so I 
camped at a “real” airport. 



 

The next day was much 
better and I landed at the 
Mineral Canyon strip near 
Canyonlands Nat’l Park and 
camped for a night.  Cool! 



 

Here’s the strip next to the Green 
River (yellow arrow).  The red 
arrow shows where my plane is.  
This area is popular with canoeists 
and, formerly,  uranium miners. 



 



 

After Utah, I headed into the 
Idaho mountains near Sun 
Valley.  But with weather 
moving in, I diverted to a 
town with hotels. 



 

Ahhh, a good weather day.  
Here’s the Moose Creek strip 
on the Selway River in Idaho.  
The Forest Service maintains 
a great campground here. 



 

Here’s another shot of the 
Moose Creek strip, located in 
the Selway Bitterroot 
Wilderness area – no roads! 



 

Also did some day hiking.  Here’s the Blodgett 
Canyon Overlook near Hamilton, MT, also the 
home of the Bitterroot Brewing Company.  
They have good beer there… so I’m told! 



 

My wife and I rode along the same 
route Lewis and Clark used in 
1805… those were tough dudes.  
This is Gus, who tolerated me well. 



 

We also hiked 5 miles up the 
Boulder Creek trail to check out 
these falls… they were cool! 



 

The wildflowers and trees were spectacular... and I love the smell of ponderosas! 



 

Here’s another backcountry airstrip 
I had to check out… this is Schafer 
Meadows near Glacier Nat’l Park 



 

Spent a night camped at the “cadillac” of backcountry airstrips… this is Johnson 
Creek, Idaho.  There’s free firewood, hot showers, and wifi! 



 

Another pilot and I biked down to 
Yellow Pine, Idaho.  The bar is for sale if 
you’re interested!  We didn’t go in. 



 

A healthy coating of frost greeted me 
the next morning.  Nothing some bright 
sunshine couldn’t cure! 



 

Finally headed east… grudgingly.  Fuel 
stop in Sheridan, Wyoming with the Big 
Horn mountains in the background.  
Last big mountains we’ll see for a while. 



 

Most of the trip home from Sheridan 
looked like this… on top of the clouds at 
9,000 or 11,000 feet. 



 

5 ¾ hours to get home from Sheridan… 
Luckily the weather let me get home! 



 

Here’s the total route of flight: 
34.5 hours, 20 airfields, 22 
landings, and a lot of fun! 


