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IRPOA Position SB1547, MUNI CD-TENANT CONTACT POLICE 
 

The Illinois Rental Property Owners Association is opposed to SB1547 as amended.  We 

supported the bill as introduced; however, the last amendment removed any meaningful benefit. 

 

The bill is presented as a protection for tenants so they may call the police.  It is important to 

recognize what a tenant is being protected from.   SB1547 restricts the policy of government forced 

eviction implemented through municipal crime free housing laws and chronic nuisance laws.   The 

method to force eviction is to threaten the landlord with penalties for alleged criminal conduct of 

lessees, their families or their guests.  Whole families are forced onto the street by these laws.  To 

be effective the bill would need to limit the liability placed on landlords that compel eviction.  The 

amended bill fails to accomplish that. 

 

The bill as introduced would have made municipal ordinances that forced eviction illegal.  The 

amended version has been whittled down to protect victims of domestic violence and people with 

disabilities.  Existing law already provides a defense from eviction for victims of domestic 

violence.  The language of the bill requiring protection for persons with a disability is vague. 

 

The greatest concern for us in the bill is language expressly permitting penalizing landlords for 

“underlying criminal conduct”.  That provision appears to contradict the protections still provided 

for in the bill.   This language confirms that the policy of government forced eviction is an 

acceptable method of criminal justice for a person living in a rented residence.  The traditional 

criminal justice system is still applied to members of families in homes that are owner occupied.  

We oppose that landlords are being used to facilitate a policy of separate systems. 

 

This developing separation of systems is illustrated by one of the provisions removed from SB1547 

by the last amendment.  As introduced, the bill prohibited penalties against landlords for non-

criminal emergency contact by a tenant.  That provision was removed from the bill.  A person who 

lives in a rented residence should be permitted to call for help from the fire department or 

ambulance the same as an owner occupant.   What reason can exist to penalize a landlord because a 

tenant feels they need medical assistance or other emergency services?   How is removing that 

protection justified?   

 

The trend to shift the obligation for crime control from government to landlords requires landlords 

to mitigate their exposure to liability.  Landlords have only two definitive methods to limit liability 

for criminal behavior of people who we do not control.  Restrict who may acquire housing and 

evict families when forced to by government.   Restricting opportunity for housing is the easiest 

option.  

 

The limitation of housing opportunities creates other social problems by destabilizing the lives of 

the people affected.   People with any blemish on their record will increasingly end up in 

substandard housing or be homeless.  To maintain opportunities for housing, a landlord’s liability 

must be reasonable.  SB1547 fails to address that critical element of the problem and addressing 

that issue must be part of an eventual solution.  In its current form SB1547 is an endorsement of 

government forced eviction.   We ask that you vote no to SB1547. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Paul Arena 

IRPOA Director of Legislative Affairs. 

815-243-2924   PaulArena@IRPOA.org 

 


