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Georgia Mountain Rally 
Is Almost here!

How time flies. In just a few weeks, club members and 
hundreds of our guests will flock to Hiawassee Georgia to 
kick off another Georgia Mountain Rally.  The event  begins 
Friday, April 29th and wraps up Sunday May1st.  As always, 
you can expect a well-organized event with great activities 
and plenty of food and drink.  

This year’s RallyMeister, Marc Mergen promises to deliver a 
memorable event that builds on the successes of  past rallies. 
Mark has tapped the Nick Matthews band to provide 
entertainment, and lined up a variety of great rally vendors 
and  prizes to make the event a real blast.  

As the rally date approaches, many of our members ask how 
they can pitch in.  Since most members will be at the rally,  a 
brief volunteering stint is often their way of giving something 
back. To pitch in, you can sign up on the club form for an 
open volunteer slot, or talk to one of the club officers at 
registration where you can pick a time slot  and activity that 
appeals to you.   

If you haven’t registered yet, now is the time. Early bird 
discount pricing will save you $10 if you sign up before April 
12th.  You’ll also get an extra prize drawing entry reserved for 
early birds.  

We really hope to see you there.  The rally is still the  best 
way to meet other club members, learn about new rides and 
places to eat, and showcase the great roads of  North 
Georgia.  
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April Coffee Social 
The club holds a coffee social 
meeting on the second 
weekend of each month. On 
odd-numbered months we 
meet on Saturday,  even 
months we meet on Sunday.  
Our next social is Sunday, April 
10th at Simply Southern in 
Canton.  Expect a great turnout 
for this last social before the 
GMR 

April Group Ride2Eat 
The Group Ride2Eat for April is 
planned for Sunday, April 17th 
to Two Wheel of Suches.  Meet 
there for lunch at 11:30! 

Group Ride details here  

GMR Volunteers 
The success of the rally 
depends upon our members 
offering to volunteer for a few 
hours to help things run 
smoothly.  Have you signed up 
yet? You can do so via this link, 
or  sign up at registration when 
you arrive at the rally.  

Volunteer Signup Here   

CENTERLINE 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE BMW MOTORCYCLE OWNERS 

ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA 
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New “Riding” Years 
Resolution
By Susan Benson 

Yep, I know. It's April rather than January, but as far as 
I'm concerned this is the start of the 2016 riding 
season, ergo the New Year. Last year was absolutely 
wonderful for me: New friends, new places, much 
improvement in riding ability, and thus enormously 
expanded independence. Horizons are opening up! 

As a new rider, my focus has been pretty narrow. The Herculean task of riding a motorcycle 
through traffic, sometimes in lousy weather, rife with unexpected hazards, on unfamiliar roads, etc. 
has allowed little time to take in details not immediately crucial to my progress down the road. The 
sight of a flock of wild turkeys on the Blue Ridge Parkway last summer inspired some heavy 
braking, (and a few expletives) rather than the appreciation of nature that I aspire to. The same 
goes for the lovely ice frozen as it flowed down the rock face on Rt 60 for the first time last fall. 

I have seen many things I'd like to remember on my rides and trips in the last year. I was 
lucky enough to ride frequently in the last 12 months, and enjoyed all of the seasons thanks to a 
mild winter. Like most of us, my phone is almost always with me, but I tend to forget that it includes 
a pretty decent camera. I manage to take a fair number of photos of my bike, (my Facebook 
friends can attest to this), but not a whole lot else. Some of my friends take magnificent photos 
while out riding.  

Lee LaCaille posts a steady stream of gorgeous shots, 
many in moody and artistic black and white. Years from 
now, he'll remember not only what he saw but also how it 
felt on those casual rides members.   Ian “Scoobs” Scobie 
takes beautifully lit photographs of natural features 
encountered on his rides. In addition to the sheer pleasure 
of the ride, he has images to share and recall his travels. 

My resolution is to notice and photograph what's going on 
just past the verge of the road. 

There was an epic picture I missed recently. Somewhere 
on the way to Chattanooga a friend and I stopped for gas 
in a small town. A cruiser was parked there, chromed to 
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the eyeballs, with a Gulden's spicy mustard-colored, paint job. As we crossed the parking lot on 
foot, it's owner appeared. He was a tall, handsome man, dressed in a leather greatcoat in the same 
shade of yellow. The coat was as much a work of art as the bike: It hung to mid calf and sported an 
actual cape. The whole effect was that of a movie star dropped ludicrously into a latter-day 
Mayberry, wildly out of synch with his surroundings. We stopped in our tracks, trying not to stare, 
as he fired up his ride with a mighty roar, (not mentioning any brands, but rhymes with 'Barley'). As 
he rode slowly past, his motorcycle glittering in the sun, we saw the two chrome propellers at the 
ends of his pipes, spinning furiously.   You'll just have to take my word for it, but next time I will 
have a camera. 

Welcome  New Members! 
O ur club membership continues to expand as new members see the value of joining the 

BMW Motorcycle Club  of Georgia. Whether it is the great rides, social events, the Georgia 
Mountain Rally or just the camaraderie with like-minded BMW owners,  club membership returns a 
value much greater than the annual dues.  Join us in welcoming these new members who we 
hope to introduce at the next club function:  

Bayo Adedoyin,   Philip Barr,  Marshall A Brown 

Kermit Escribano, Peter Gee,  John M Holt 

Stacy Hopkins,  Greg Lansaw, Travis Leeman 

Donna Loudermilk, Scott A Moulton,  Alex Nutt 

Devadath Parambath, Jay C Powell, Ryan Powell 

Bob Ramirez,  Maxime Risch,  Charles I Ruth 

AJ Spetalieri, William L Whatley, Gerald W Woolwine 

Les Zinger 

Welcome to the club! Be sure to make an introductory post on the forum in the new 
member introduction thread located here :    Introduce Yourself  
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We’re All Ears 

Thank you for your decision to 
renew your membership in the 
BMW MC of Georgia.  We 
appreciate your ongoing 
commitment to the club and 
want to hear your ideas on how 
to make the club even better.  

Each month, our club social 
breakfast provides a forum for 
members to offer feedback and 
guidance to elected club leaders.  
Club officers will also meet an 
hour prior to each club social to 
review member engagement 
metrics and plan new activities.  

Some of the member 
suggestions already 
implemented include: 

• Establishment of the “Year 
Roundel” recognition program 
for members who engage with 
the club  12 months in a row. 

• Creation of a second “Director 
at Large” position to maintain 
continuity from year to year in 
the event of Board turnover. 

• Bringing back this newsletter, 
the Centerline to our members.  

Have a suggestion? We’re 
listening. Email your ideas to 

president@bmwmcoga.org 

Date/ Time Activity/ Meetup Location

Sunday, April 10th 
10:00 AM

Breakfast Social 
Simply Southern, Canton 
Each person pays their own tab

Sunday, April 17th 
11:30 Arrival Time

Ride to TWO Wheel of Suches 
Lunch with fellow members

Saturday, April 23rd 
9-5  Demo rides 10-4

BMW/Ducati of Atlanta Open 
House. Demo Rides & Food!

Friday, April 29-Sun May 1 Georgia Mountain Rally 
Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds 
Hiawassee, GA

April Events Calendar 

BMW/Ducati Motorcycles of Atlanta is hosting their 
Spring Open House on Saturday, April 23rd at their new 
location on Cobb Parkway.  This will be their 31st year hosting 
this annual event which includes demo rides,  food and soft 
drinks. Bob Wooldridge is also offering very attractive pricing 
on current models.  Check out the new S1000XR or the sporty 
new RS, along with the rest of the BMW and Ducati Lineup. Time 
to trade in that old ride and get some new wheels.  See you 
there!
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