
“According to the Scriptures: The Challenge of the Plumb 
Line”, Amos 7:7-9, Mark 6:14-29, Pastor Luther Brunette 
 
Introduction: For thousands of years, the plumb line has been 
utilized as a tool to build strong and lasting structures. 
 
Amos 7:7-9 – This is what he showed me: The Lord was 
standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, with a 
plumb line in his hand. And the Lord asked me, “What do you 
see Amos?” “A plumb line,” I replied. Then the Lord said, “Look, I 
am setting a plumb line among my people Israel…” 
 
I. God has a plumb line; a      for truth. 

A. Exodus 20:3,14 – “You shall have no other gods before 
me… You shall not commit adultery…”   

B. Romans 12:2 – Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind… 

C. Judges 17:6 – …Everyone did that which was right in his 
own eyes. 

D. Psalm 119:14-16 – I rejoice in following your statues as 
one rejoices in great riches. I meditate on your precepts 
and consider your ways. I delight in your decrees: I will 
not neglect your word. 

 
II. God’s plumb line gives an     reading of 

our condition. 
• Isaiah 6:5 – “Woe to me. I am ruined! ...” 

 
III. God’s plumb line leads us to his    . 

A. 1 John 1:9 – If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 

B. Amos 9:11– “In that day, I will restore David’s fallen tent. I 
will repair its broken places, restore its ruins, and build it 
as it used to be…” 
a. God’s grace in Christ keeps us    . 
b. God’s grace in Christ helps us to make      

   .  
!



Digging Deeper (July 11/12, 2015) 
According to the Scriptures: The Challenge of the Plumb Line 

Amos 7:7-9, 9:11-15 and Mark 6:14-29 
 
1. Open 

A. What is the most impressive building you have ever 
visited? 

B. Have you ever seen or used a plumb line? 
 
2. Dig 

A. In a vision, the Lord shows the prophet Amos a plumb 
line as a way to measure the spiritual vitality of the 
children of Israel. What does he find? 

B. The prophet John the Baptist is a continuation of the 
plumb line in measuring people’s spiritual vitality. What 
was the sin that John addressed before King Herod? 
(Mark 6:17-18) In the end, what happened to John? 

C. Does God still have a plumb line, a way measure 
mankind’s behavior against His holy will? (Exodus 20:1-
17) 

D. We often use the plumb line of God’s law to judge 
others. But what does this plumb line show us? (Romans 
3:9-20) 

E. What can be our only response as we are held up to the 
scrutiny of God’s law? (1 John 1:7-10) 

F. What assurance do we have in our relationship with 
God? (Romans 3:22-28) 

 
3. Reflect 

A. Whenever we observe the law (the plumb line of God), 
the tendency is to point out the sins of others. Martin 
Luther said that the chief use of God’s law is to act as a 
mirror. In what way does the law act as a mirror for you 
and me? 

B. The law always drives us to the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ our Savior. How do the familiar words of Ephesians 
2:8,9 bring you comfort and assurance? 

C. Standing up for the truth can be painful; John lost his 
head. Have you had a time in your life when standing up 
for the truth of God’s Word has caused you difficulty?  


