
march 29th, palm sunday
Mark 11:1-11

As Israel gathered in Jerusalem to prepare to celebrate 
the Passover, each family chose a spotless lamb on 
that Sunday. These lambs were selected 4 days prior to 
the sacrifice and ushered in to the city in accordance 
with God’s instructions in Exodus 12. This Passover, 
however, would be different. God had chosen his own 
Passover Lamb to usher in to the city. In 4 days Jesus 
would be offered as the final Passover lamb (1 Cor. 5:7). 

Read about Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem today 
in Mark 11:1-11

march 3oth
Mark 11:12-19

After his triumphal entry into Jerusalem the previous day, Jesus entered the Temple and witnessed the money-
changers and vendors buying, selling, and profiting off the people’s desire to follow God and keep the Law. Filled 
with righteous anger, Jesus drove those out who were misusing the Temple which was intended to be a house of 
prayer for the nations. Jesus takes the purity and the purpose of God’s house seriously. In John 2, Jesus performs 
a similar cleansing at the beginning of his ministry. The Pharisees challenge Jesus asking for a sign for his authority 
to do these things. He responds, “Destroy this Temple and I will raise it again in three days.” John reveals he meant 
the Temple of his body.

By following through with this sign Jesus has proven that his body is the Temple. Now, as members of the body of 
Christ, we also are the Temple of God. (1 Cor. 3:16, 1 Peter 1:5).

Jesus is just as concerned with the purity and purpose of his Temple today. Look at 1 Peter 2 and take some time 
to reflect on what it means to be a “living stone” in the spiritual temple of the body of Christ. 
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march 31st
Matthew 26:1-5

As Jesus and his disciples continued to ready 
themselves for the Passover celebration in Bethany, 
the chief priests were secretly planning to arrest and 
kill Jesus. They enlisted the help of one his disciples, 
Judas (Mark 14:10-11). Jesus tells his disciples all of 
this must happen, saying “As you know, Passover is 
two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed 
over to be crucified.” He is reminding them again 
that everything is going according to plan. Peter 
will finally understand God’s sovereignty in this plan 
after the Resurrection. In his message to the people 
at Pentecost he says that Jesus was handed over 
according to God’s definite plan (Acts 2:23). Peter 
realized from before the foundation of the world that 
God had a plan to save us from our sins!

Take some time today to remember Jesus, who for 
the joy set before him, willingly chose to go to the 
cross on our behalf. 

april 1st
While waiting in Bethany until the time for the 
celebration of the Passover, an unnamed woman 
came to Jesus and anointed his head with perfume 
(Mark 14:4-11). As everyone else was preparing 
for the Passover meal, Jesus praises her for her 
preparation of his body for burial. Jesus title of 
Christ is the Greek word for Messiah, meaning 
“Anointed One.” The actions of the unnamed woman 
may symbolize Christ’s anointing as High Priest in 
preparation for him to enter the Temple one last 
time, as Mary’s anointing the previous week would 
symbolize Jesus set apart as King of Israel just before 
the triumphal entry (John 12). 

Apart from the symbolism of the anointing, it is 
amazing to witness firsthand the kind of response that 
the coming death of the Son of God demands. Even 
Jesus’ disciples thought the actions of the women 
were impractical and financially irresponsible. She was 
ready and willing to make sacrifices in order to serve 
and honor her King. 

Take some time to read through Philippians 2:1-11. In 
view of God’s great mercy and Jesus’ willingness to go 
to the cross, what sacrifices should we make today to 
serve and honor him?
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april 2nd
Mark 14:12-26

On this day, every family in Israel would sacrifice the perfect lamb they had selected on Palm Sunday, 
commemorating the night the Lord passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and protected them from 
death (Exodus 12). While celebrating the Passover with his disciples in Jerusalem, Jesus initiates a new memorial 
that signals the start of the New Covenant. 

“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it, 
this is my body.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it. This is my 
blood of the covenant which is poured out for many,” he said to them. (Mark 14:22-24). 

What does the celebration of the Lord’s Supper have in common with the celebration of the Passover in the 
Old Testament? In the New Covenant, what does God pass over because of the sacrifice of Jesus, the perfect 
Passover Lamb?

april 4th
Matthew 27:62-65

Saturday was the Jewish day of rest. On this particular Sabbath day the Lord Jesus rested 
in the grave. Psalm 16 says of the coming Messiah, “I have set the Lord always before me. 
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue 
rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will 
you let your Holy One see decay. (v. 8-10) In Acts 2, Peter explains to the crowds that this 
was a promise from God that the Christ would rise again!

Read Romans 6:3-11. In what way do you share in Jesus’ death? 
How do you share in the promise of the Resurrection from Psalm 16?

april 3rd, good friday
Matthew 26:36-27:61

Late in the night on Thursday, Jesus and his disciples finished 
celebrating the Passover. After singing a hymn together 
around the table, they left the house and went to the Garden 
of Gethsemane where Jesus often went to pray. Take a few 
minutes to read the events of that Friday from Matthew 
26:36-27:61.

While on the cross, Jesus cried out in a loud voice the first line 
of a popular psalm written by David nearly 1,000 years before. 
The Psalm was titled in that day “My God, My God, Why have 
you forsaken me?” We know this song as Psalm 22. 

Read through Psalm 22. Why does Jesus reference this Psalm 
on the cross? Does the Psalm answer the question as to why 
the Messiah was forsaken by God?
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april 5th, Easter
Matthew 28:1-10

Jesus asked his friend Martha a very important question one day when he arrived 
at her house in Bethany after the death of her brother Lazarus. Upon arriving, 
Martha was upset and said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here my brother would 
not have died.” Jesus responded, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha answered, 
“I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I 
AM the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” (John 11)

On Sunday, Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power by the 
Resurrection. Whoever believes in Jesus will live… and whoever lives and believes 
in Jesus will never die. 

Do you believe this?
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