
Dear Trustees, 	


	
 It is the recommendation of the Emerson College Student Government Association that 
the Student Activities Fee be increased by $10 a semester, or $20 a year, an increase from $85 a 
semester to $95. Having recommended no increase last year and a nominal increase of $2.50 a 
semester the year before we have deemed it necessary for the long term sustainability of the 
Student Government Association to raise the Student Activities Fee by a relatively significant 
amount. 	


	
 Each year the funds collected from the Student Activities Fee is used primarily to be 
distributed among organization’s budgets. Any funds those organizations don’t spend at the end 
of the year is then rolled over into our appeals account - a pool account which is used for 
organizations to appeal for additional funds for projects/events which either were not funded or 
could not have been funded as per our guidelines (speakers, travel, etc.). It is this appeals account 
where we ultimately found the problem that necessitated the raising of the Student Activities 
Fee. 	


	
 For the past three years student organizations have been spending more of their allocated 
budgets, which is a wonderful thing that speaks to the good work they are all doing. However 
this has left an increasingly smaller amount in the appeals account at the beginning of each 
school year which sustains some of Emerson’s most iconic events and allows for organizations to 
fund new events/projects. While we haven’t run into the issue of not having enough funds to go 
around yet, should this trend continue we fear for the future of the appeals account and all of the 
organizations that rely upon it. 	


	
 This is why after two weeks of extensive and careful deliberation we suggest a $10 per 
semester increase, with the goal of (should you choose to go with our recommendation) allotting 
the majority of the funds generated from the increase to go directly from the Student Activities 
Fee to the appeals account - so that future generations of Emersonians will be provided for. 	


We look forward to your decision. 	


Best, 	


Paul Almeida	


Executive President 	



