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© Copyright 2012 ApexAuthors.com.  All Rights Reserved. This guide may not be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form without the written permission of the 
publisher. Every effort has been made to make this guide as complete and 
accurate as possible. Although the author and publisher have prepared this guide 
with the greatest of care, and have made every effort to ensure the accuracy, we 
assume no responsibility or liability for errors, inaccuracies or omissions. Before 
you begin, check with the appropriate authorities to insure compliance with all 
laws and regulations.

This report has been written to provide information to help you can publish your 
ebooks as physical books on Amazon.com.  Every effort has been made to make 
this report as complete and accurate as possible.  However, there may be 
mistakes in typography or content. Also, this report contains information on 
Internet marketing and technology only up to the publishing date.  Therefore, this 
report should be used as a guide – not as the ultimate source of Internet 
marketing information.

The purpose of this report is to educate. The author and publisher does not 
warrant that the information contained in this report is fully complete and shall 
not be responsible for any errors or omissions. The author and publisher shall 
have neither liability nor responsibility to any person or entity with respect to any 
loss or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly by this report.
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How to Get Your Book on the Amazon 
Bestseller’s List

Why Become a “Bestselling Author”?

Doors will open for you as an Amazon Bestselling author that would otherwise 
never be available to you.  Why?  Because there is a lot of juice that goes along 
with “Bestselling Author” status.  Here are just a few of the possible benefits that 
you will enjoy:

1.    You will enjoy big, fat royalties checks from Amazon as a result of your book 
sales (a recent client of John Kremer’s sold over 20,000 books...at 40% royalties 
that’s a very nice payday!)

2.    You’ll establish massive credibility  and “expert status” in any niche or 
business category

3.    You can charge a fee for public speaking engagements.

4.    Promotional opportunities like television & radio appearances will become 
available to you.

5.    You will be able to leverage this status into high-ticket “back end” products 
like coaching programs and mastermind groups
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6.    Joint-venture partners will flock to work with you, and these relationships are 
invaluable not only for your current project, but going forward in your business. 

7.    You will have a built-in audience for any related follow-up books.

8.    You can brand yourself and your book (think “Chicken Soup for the Soul”) 
with merchandise, spin-off books, membership sites, information products, etc.

9.    You can sell this service to other authors.

10.      Amazon will cross-promote your book with similar titles in your category.

11.      Amazon may purchase pay-per-click advertising to promote your book.

12.      You will generate “viral” book sales within the Amazon marketplace as a 
result of your increased visibility.

13.      You will also definitely impress your Mom, and it’s a very cool thing to tell 
people at a cocktail party!

As you can see, countless opportunities will open up to you as an Amazon 
Bestselling author.  But what does it entail, and how difficult is it to actually 
implement this process?  The short answer is “It depends”.  It depends upon the  
book niche that you choose, and how ambitious your “Bestseller” goals are.  For 
example, are you trying to rank for a certain category within the Amazon 
marketplace, or are your shooting for the “holy grail” of the general Top 100 List 
of all books sold on Amazon.  We’ll answer these questions in some detail in this 
manual, but first let’s define what an Amazon Bestseller actually is.
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What is an Amazon Bestseller?   

Any book that cracks the Top 100 list in any book or Kindle ebook category on 
Amazon.com is considered an “Amazon Bestseller”.  Amazon’s rankings are based 
solely on the number of units sold. This process makes it open, honest and fair. 
There is no payola system or stealth promotion methods needed to get your book 
ranked, and the requirements are completely straightforward.   

Because there are literally hundreds of book categories (and subcategories) on 
Amazon, it is surprisingly easy to crack the Top 100 list in these very “nichey” 
book topics.  In fact, it is very possible to do this by only selling a handful of books 
in a single day within a relatively small category.  

Here’s what I mean…This is a listing of the primary books categories listed in the 
Amazon marketplace:

4-for-3 Books Store
Arts & Photography
Bargain Books
Biographies & Memoirs
Books on CD
Books on Cassette
Business & Investing
Calendars
Children's Books
Comics & Graphic Novels
Computers & Internet
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Cooking, Food & Wine
eDocs
Entertainment
Gay & Lesbian
Health, Mind & Body
History
Home & Garden
Large Print
Libros en español
Literature & Fiction
Mystery & Thrillers
Nonfiction
Outdoors & Nature
Parenting & Families
Professional & Technical
Reference
Religion & Spirituality
Romance
Science
Science Fiction & Fantasy
Sports
Teens
Travel

Quite a few, right?   In addition, each one of these primary book categories is 
broken down even further into a similarly long list a sub-categories (BTW, this is 
where you want to begin your search for niche book topics).   For example, here is 
the list of sub-categories that open up for you when you click on the general 
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“Cooking, Food, & Wine” category:

Baking
Canning & Preserving
Cooking by Ingredient
Culinary Arts & Techniques
Drinks & Beverages
Gastronomy
General
Meals
Natural Foods
Organic Cooking
Outdoor Cooking
Professional Cooking
Quick & Easy
Reference
Regional & International
Special Appliances
Special Diet
Special Occasions
Vegetables & Vegetarian

But wait…There’s more!   That’s right; these sub-categories are even further 
broken down into even smaller niche categories.  Here’s what Amazon offers you 
when you click on the “Baking” sub-category of books:

Bread
Cakes
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Chocolate
Cookies
Desserts
General
Muffins
Pastry
Pies
Pizza

So why is all of this important to you if you are trying to score an Amazon 
Bestseller?  Because it is really not very hard at all to sell enough copies to end up 
on the Top 100 list for these sub-sub-categories in the Amazon marketplace. 
Maybe a half-dozen sales in a single day will secure you a spot for a short amount 
of time.  That’s it…then you can call yourself an Amazon Bestselling author!

That’s right…even if you don’t have huge mailing list, hordes of Facebook friends,  
or tens of thousands of Twitter followers, it is still possible to accomplish this.  
You simply need to drive a fair amount of targeted traffic to your Amazon book 
listing in order to generate enough sales to sneak into the Top 100 list.

You can accomplish this in many different ways.  For instance, make a list of 50 of 
your most willing friends and family members and send them an email.  Tell them 
exactly what you are trying to accomplish…To become an Amazon Bestselling 
Author!  Include the date of your “book launch” and ask them to purchase it on 
that specific day.  Be sure to include the url of your Amazon book listing in this 
message as well.  Hit up your Facebook friends and your Twitter followers with 
the same message.  Ask them to send it out themselves to their own social media 
followers like a chain letter.  
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Two days before your launch date, price your Kindle ebook at $.99 (remember, 
your goal is to generate as many total sales as possible).  If it is a physical 
paperback book, simply price it as low as you can in order to break even with 
shipping and handling charges.  One day prior to your launch, send another 
message out to your friends and family to remind them to “buy my book 
tomorrow!” And of course, don’t forget to send one more message (with the url 
to your book included in the message) on the day of your book launch.  Watch 
your book category carefully every hour, and take a screenshot of your 
accomplishment as soon it enters the “Top 100” Bestseller list for your catego 
(you can use a free screen capture tool like Jing).  And congratulations!  You are 
now an Amazon Bestselling Author!

Kindle Select Program

But guess what…you don’t need a mailing list to make this work.  And you don’t 
have to hit up your friends and family either to score a Bestseller at Amazon.  In 
fact, today Amazon makes it VERY easy for you to push Kindle books to the top of 
the Bestseller List within just a few hours.  It’s called the Kindle Select Program, 
and it allows Amazon Prime members to download a free copy of your ebook for 
a short period of time.

You are able to make any of your Kindle ebooks available through the Select 
Program for a total of 5 days within any 90-day period.  I recommend that you do 
so for no more than 24-hours at a time. This will create a maximum impact on 
your book sales while still allowing you to do this again several more times in the 
future.
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After you make your ebook available with the Amazon Select Program, you will 
want to watch the paid and free Bestseller’s lists like a hawk.  All you need to do is 
monitor when your ebook breaks into the Top 100 Bestseller’s List in one of these 
sub-sub-sub categories, and guess what…YOU’RE A BESTELLING KINDLE AUTHOR! 

 At this point, you will want to start promoting this book as an Amazon Bestseller 
by modifying your book cover to include a graphic that says “Amazon Bestselling 
Author” and also including this in the description of your book.  This will drive 
even MORE sales to your book.  You can even start testing increasing your book’s 
price at this price to determine the optimal price point.

How to Get Your Book on Amazon’s Big “Top 100” List

Getting your book to appear on the general “Top 100” list of Amazon is quite a 
different story, but it is still quite doable.  You will be competing with books that 
are being promoted by big-time publishing houses, and so you will need to sell a 
bunch of books in a short amount of time to bump some of these “big dogs” off 
this list.  As a rule of thumb, selling 100 books within a 24-hour period of time 
should be good enough to score a Top-10 listing on an Amazon Subcategory like 
“Cooking, Food, & Wine”.  However, you will need to sell at least 500 books in a 
single day in order to crack the general Amazon Top 100 List.

John Kremer has helped hundreds of clients push their books to the top of this 
“Top 100” List, and he can help you do the same as well (be sure to listen to his 
audio training if you have not already done so).  While this is not something that 
you will be able to accomplish “overnight”, this is actually easier than a lot of 
people realize.  Like all great things in life however, it requires some real work and 
planning to reach this goal.  

11

ApexAuthors.com

http://apexauthors.com/
http://apexauthors.com/


This basically involves a coordinated promotional “blitzkrieg” very similar to a big 
product launch in the internet marketing industry.  As I mentioned, your goal is to 
sell at least 500 books within a 24 hour period of time in order to crack the Top 
100  List.  To do this, you almost certainly need to recruit joint venture partners 
within your book niche to help you accomplish this, who will mail your book 
promotion out to their lists on a pre-determined launch date.  John Kremer says 
that you will need a total of one million emails sent out in support of your launch 
in order to guarantee that 500 books will be sold within your 24 hour launch 
window.

This may sound like a daunting task, but it is actually very doable.  As I said, John 
has coached hundreds of people how to do this for their own books.  You will just 
need to network your butt off in order to create these results, and be systematic 
about your approach to the launch. 

6 Steps to an Amazon Best Seller

Here’s a basic plan of action that you can follow to crack the Amazon Top 100 List:

1.     Write a Killer Book:  

If you already have a book manuscript “in the can”, great!  You can proceed to 
step 2 below.  

If not, you will want to spend some time to find a niche that is a good fit for you in 
a non-fiction category that is a proven winner.  How to find these best-seller book 
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categories?  Simply have a look at the Amazon Top 100 List.  See what is already 
selling.  cookbooks, health and fitness, finance, parenting, self-help, etc. are 
examples of some good evergreen topics for your book that you will have no 
problem finding JV partners with huge lists to help you promote your book for the 
launch.  Bee-keeping for Children is a book topic that you will have a difficult time 
selling 500 books in a single day, no matter how well it is written.

Once you have your book topic, follow the steps in Jason Fladlien’s Quick-Start 
Guide in order to write this book in record time.  I recommend that you do not 
use PLR materials as content for your book.  You book should be original content, 
and it should be at least 150 pages in length.

2.  Publish Your Book

Format your book using the Amazon Cash Machines templates provided in the 
“Bonuses” module.  You can use the smaller 6 x 9 book trim template if you need 
to squeeze a couple extra pages out of your manuscript in order to reach a total 
book length of 150 pages.  And if you need help in formatting your book the first 
time, just watch the tutorial video included with the templates.   

Next, follow the instructions in the “How to publish your book to CreateSpace” 
QuickStart Guide in order to get your book approved.  At that point you can order 
a proof copy, and if it looks okay you can sign off on the final manuscript of the 
book.  It will then be listed in the Amazon marketplace and is good to go!

3.  Set a Launch Date
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This may seem like common sense, but it is important to set a date for the launch 
of your book on a day that people most will be able to receive your email and 
purchase the book.

In general, weekdays are better than weekends.  Of course, you will want to avoid 
national holidays or any other times when your customers will be unlikely to open 
the email promoting your book, like Black Friday, the last few days leading up to 
Christmas, Labor Day Weekend, etc.  It is also recommended that you avoid 
launching your book on days of major sporting events like the Super Bowl, the 
World Series, or the NCAA Tournament.

Other than these times, though, you are free to launch your book at any time of 
the year.  Just pick a date about 90 days after your book goes live in the Amazon 
marketplace...and stick to it!  You do not want to change it after you have already 
coordinated with your launch partners, as it will lessen your credibility and 
increase the likelihood that they will mail out for you on the wrong day.  

4.  Locate Joint Venture Partners

This is probably the most important step of all.  Your success in pushing your book 
to the top of the Amazon Bestsellers List depends almost entirely on the 
relationships that you create and cultivate within the 3 months leading up to your 
book’s launch.  

The best place to look for jv partners is to do a Google search within your book 
niche or category.  Look for the movers and shakers within your niche, like blog 
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owners, forum moderators, celebrities, other authors, etc.  Another great place to 
find the most popular blogs and websites within your books niche is at 
Technorati.com, where you will be able to search for them by category, tags, or 
keywords.  These blog owners are the online “superstars” in your niche, and they 
often have huge mailing lists and subscribers numbering in the hundreds of 
thousands.  It doesn’t take many of these “big fish” on board to reach your goal of 
1,000,000 total emails for your launch.

You will be contacting these “centers of influence” within your niche and pitching 
them on your book launch.  Be prepared to send them a physical copy if they ask 
for one, or at least have a pdf of the manuscript to send them.  Be professional 
and courteous when you contact them, and if possible set up a time to talk to 
them via telephone or Skype in order to properly introduce yourself and answer 
any questions that they may have directly.

These potential partners will be incentivized to promote your book launch by the 
nature of the launch promotion itself, which is very similar to an internet 
marketing “giveaway event”.  This means that each one of your jv partners will 
include a bonus of some kind in exchange for contact information, such as an e-
book, coaching services, an information product, discounts, webinar recordings, 
an audio download, etc.  Since this will be sent out to a total of 1,000,000 people, 
this is a killer way for these jv partners to build their existing list (meaning that it 
should not be a tough sell…especially in a market outside of the “jaded” internet 
marketing industry).    
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5.  Write a Sales Letter

Here are the most important things to preset in your sales letter:  

• A pre-sell page describing your book, some juicy bullets points, and why it is 
essential reading for them (no longer than 100 words)

• A image of your book linking out to your Amazon listing

• A description of the bonuses available with the purchase of your book with 
links out to your various jv partners

• A clear offer explaining that these bonuses are only available by purchasing 
your book on the day of your mailing.

It is important that your sales letter look professional and attractive, and presents 
your book in the best possible light.  Of course it is essential to communicate that 
the bonuses included in the promotion are time-sensitive, and available only with 
proof-of-purchase of your book on the day of the mailing (to be delivered via 
autoresponder after verification).  Of course, don’t forget to link out directly to 
your Amazon listing, as you want to take all of the guesswork out of it for your 
prospects.

6.  Coordinate Your Launch

Follow up with your jv’s repeatedly prior to the launch date to make sure that you 
are on their promotional calendar.  It’s a good idea to remind them 10 days prior 
to the launch date, and then again 3 days before the launch so that they can 
prepare their mailing.  Connect with them one more time on the day before your 
launch to make sure they are mailing their list the first thing in the morning ( 7 
a.m. EST is a good “rule of thumb” time to find people at their computers before 
they leave for work).  
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On the day of the launch itself, all of your work will already be complete, so there 
is not much to do except to monitor the emails (and count your money).  Make 
sure that you are on all of your partners’ mailing lists so that you can verify 
whether their email is sent on the day of the launch.  Also keep a close eye on the 
Amazon Top 100 List, checking at least once every 60 minutes as it is updated.  Be 
prepared to capture a cool screen capture of your book’s position on this list 
when it finally appears on the Top 100 List.
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