
 

“According to our research, as many 
as 30 to 40 percent of manufacturers’ 
parts are duplicates or have acceptable 
substitutes. When you consider that the 
annual carrying cost for each new part can  
range from $4,500 to $23,000 per item, the  
value of a part reuse strategy that includes  
advanced search tools to help significantly 
reduce part redundancy is clear.” 
 
                         -Jim Brown, VP at Aberdeen Group 
 

 

PPRROODDUUCCTT  DDAATTAA  IINNTTEELLLLIIGGEENNCCEE  

DDUUPPLLIICCAATTEE  AANNAALLYYSSIISS  wwiitthh  CCEENNTTRROO™™  
  

 
Actify’s Centro™ 3D Search technology gives you 
the ability to crawl across any native CAD library 
(locally or globally) and recognize models by their 
geometric properties. Meaning, Actify can uncover 
the specific number of duplicates, near-duplicates, 
and similar parts within your CAD library. It can also 
compare a new model release to a prior version of 
the model and automatically give notification of any 
physical change.  
 
Our 3D Search enables your team to quickly identify 
parts, classify parts, reuse existing parts, and 
potentially remove duplicates which can have a 
significant annual carrying cost impacting your 
bottom-line.  
 
 

Terms:  
 
Original or record copy is the part or assembly 
that is used to search or compare alternative parts 
against.  
Duplicate detection is the task to identify and 
organize parts that are “identical” to each other. 
Duplicates have the same physical characteristics 
as the original, but referenced by different part 
numbers.  
Near-duplicate detection is the task to identify and 
organize parts that are “nearly identical” to each 
other. In another word, near-duplicates originated 
from the record copy having the same size and 
shape, but have features (volume) added or 
removed raising questions, such as whether these 
parts are interchangeable.  
Similar detection is the task to identify and 
organize parts that related in general appearance 
or nature, but vary in size, volume and/or shape.  
 



 

If you can share the challenges you face 
in your manufacturing processes, we 
know we can help. 
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THE PRODUCT DATA INTELLIGENCE COMPANY 
 

Actify, Inc. is all about extracting information from multiple data sources and presenting them 
in an easy to understand cost-effective manner. We provide Product Data Intelligence which 
generates insight to allow you to make smarter, faster decisions which affect the bottom line. 
 

This enables users to browse and search for CAD parts, regardless of whether the name or part number is known. It also 
does not depend on the part having been correctly classified. Users can search for parts by size or text attribute as well as 
by shape. The technology makes searching easy and intuitive.  
 

• Search by shape, size, and text  
• Sort, compare, and classify parts by shape  
• Identify duplicate parts and semi-automatically form part classifications  
• Identify parts during service and maintenance  
• Data cleansing of CAD parts libraries; and reduce new part count  
• Part rationalisation by using similars 

 
 

As an example, Actify has a client with over 70,000 
parts in their CAD library. After using Actify’s 3D 
Search, we uncovered 9,200 (13.1%) duplicates with 
an average annual carrying cost of $12,000 per part. 
This analysis took less than one day to complete. And 
even if the client only elected to do a part 
rationalization on 10%, the impact on their margin 
would be significant.  
 
Actify are happy to conduct a duplicate analysis on                       
your CAD database, completely free of charge. This 

initial analysis would give you the number of duplicates found within your database, a selection of examples, and will 
give you an insight to the size of your duplicate problem. 

 
 
 

INCREASE DEVELOPMENT TIME 
 AND DECREASE COST BY BEING ABLE    

  TO EASILY COMPARE PARTS AND DATA 
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