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OLLI AT AUBURN AND THE DRAUGHON CENTER  HOST ALABAMA HISTORY SEMINAR 
 

Edwin C. Bridges, who served as director of the Alabama Department of Archives and 

History for 30 years, will present a two-day seminar on Alabama history to members of the Osher 

Lifelong Learning Institute at Auburn University (OLLI at Auburn) on March 30 and 31. 

 The seminar, which is co-sponsored by the Caroline Marshall Draughon Center for the Arts 

& Humanities in the College of Liberal Arts at Auburn University, will be based on Bridges’ recent 

book “Alabama: The Making of an American State.” 

The seminar sessions will be from 9 a.m. until noon each day in the annex at Pebble Hill, 

101 Debardeleben in Auburn. 

 Enrollment will be limited to 48. Non-OLLI members have time to join ($25) in time to 

register for the seminar. To register, please call 844-5165 or email olli@auburn.edu . 

 The University of Alabama Press, which published the book, describes it as “Illustrated 

lavishly with maps, archival photographs, and archaeological artifacts, as well as art works, 

portraiture, and specimens of Alabama craftsmanship—many never before published.” 

 The Tuscaloosa News said Bridges “…has told the story of our state, in his own pleasing 

style, for a general audience. This highly readable, smooth, one-volume study should be read by 

all Alabamians, especially those who wonder, as we often do, how did we get to this spot? 

 Bridges’ book will be used in Alabama schools to teach about the upcoming Alabama 

Centennial. Copies of the book are available for only $15 (cash only) at Pebble Hill and from OLLI 

at Auburn. 
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 Bridges grew up in Bainbridge, in southwest Georgia. He graduated from Furman 

University in Greenville, SC, and received his master’s and doctorate degrees in history from the 

University of Chicago. He taught high school history in Greenville, SC, and at Georgia Tech before 

joining the Georgia Department of Archives and history in 1976. He was appointed director of the 

Alabama Department of Archives and History in 1982 and upon his retirement in 2012, he was 

named director emeritus. 

OLLI at Auburn and the Draughon Center are sponsoring this event as a part of the 

celebration of the Alabama Bicentennial celebration.  OLLI at Auburn will offer three lectures in 

August 2017.  

 OLLI at Auburn is a membership program for learning in retirement for senior adults, 50 

years and older. OLLI members enjoy participation in academic courses, health and exercise 

activities, and other learning opportunities on an organized basis. It is a program of Auburn 

University Outreach, Office of the Vice President for University Outreach. For more information, 

visit www.olliatauburn.org, email us at olli@auburn.edu, or call Linda Shook, OLLI Director, at 

844-3105. 
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