
Quien soy yo, Quien era yo, Quien será él (Who I am, Who I was, Who He Will Be) 

ENGLISH TRANSCRIPTION: 3 machetes, 5 balls, 3 torches and wick, and lit candles, with three 

torches, a little gasoline… at the stoplight with two lines of cars with my machetes--three 

machetes, and I play with them.  

My name is Jimmy Santiago Arteaga. I’m from Quito, Pichincha of Ecuador. 

I learned, at first, with balls, two balls in each hand. I remember when I first ran away from 

home and I didn’t have any money but I was very hungry. I met this guy on the street, doing this 

type of juggling and he asked me if I wanted to learn. I told him, “yeah, definitely” and after, I 

went to the streetlight with two balls and the people supported me and with this I ate and since 

then… I left and they came looking for me, like any mother and father, worried for their kid. 

They kept looking and three days later I came back to her house, my mother’s. What I heard her 

say was that…she preferred that I die before suffering any more.  

A year passed… and I left permanently from my house. I was 16, 17 years old when I left for the 

last time from my house. When I left for good, I had some hard times, I still am, hard times but 

not like before. Now I have my things, my room, my family. When my son was born I had a 

heavy conscious. I said if I did bad things before, I’m not going to go back to doing them 

because a father has to be a good example for his kid. That’s what I’m trying to do now and 

sure it’s not the normal way or the way most people do but I give him clothes and food and 

everything he needs.  

They say that karma will come back to get me, that what I did to my mother, my son can do to 

me but… I’m prepared for that. I want to know how my mother felt when I did that to her. 


