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• Foundations of visual storytelling 

• What makes a good image and why 

• When do we want to think about visuals? 

• How to identify the visual options or opportunities for 
a story? 

• What is the NPR Visuals team experimenting with?  

 

 

Our Photographic Journey 
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Wide – Scene Setter 
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Portrait 
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Medium 
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Detail/Close-Up 
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Action 
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Five Foundations of Visual Storytelling 

1. Wide 

2. Medium 

3. Detail 

4. Portrait 

5. Action 
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Visual Storytelling 
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Establishing Image 
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Sense of Place 
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Medium 
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Detail 
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Action/Transition 
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Action 
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Portrait 
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Portrait/Action 
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Medium 
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1. Use a variety of image types to provide a sense of pacing 
(wide, medium, detail, portrait, action) 

2. Each picture should have a purpose 

3. Pictures shouldn’t be redundant 

4. Kill the puppies: Not every images is worth keeping 

5. Know what story you want to tell, plan accordingly 

6. The first image should draw your reader into the story. 

 

Best Practices for Visual Editing 
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Three Most Important Aspects Of An Image 

• Content 
• Composition 
• Light 
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Content 

• Know your story 
 
• Focus on what it is 

you want to say 
 

• Position yourself 
reporters to get the 
image 
 

• Make more than one 
or two images 
 

• Make images when 
people are doing 
something active 
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Composition 

• Who/What is your 
focus 

 
• What is the best 

angle to 
communicate your 
vision 
 

• Look at the entire 
frame what are you 
including and more 
importantly excluding 
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 Divide an image 
into thirds, 
horizontally and 
vertically – where 
the lines intersect, 
place the subject of 
the photo 

 

 

Rule of Thirds 

David Gilkey/ NPR 
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 Look at a scene 
from the 
perspective of 
the person in the 
story 

 Use high and low 
angles to make 
your images 
more dynamic 

 

Perspective 

Kainaz Amaria / NPR 
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 Leading lines 
help focus where 
your viewers eye 
goes in the frame 

Leading Lines 

Kainaz Amaria / NPR 
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 Use every 
opportunity to 
look through 
things 

Framing 

David Gilkey  / NPR 
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 Use reflections 
to give a sense 
of inside and 
outside 

Reflection\Layers 
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Light 
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Light 
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Light 

• Golden Hour – 
happens twice a 
day  

 
• Window light 

for when you 
are indoors 
 

• Try to make 
images outside 
as much as 
possible, unless 
it is high noon 
 

 
 

David Gilkey/NPR 
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 Early morning 
and late 
afternoon are 
the best times 
photograph 

 Keep the sun 
behind you, or 
to the side for 
nice contrast 

 

 

Lighting – Hour of Day Matters 

Kainaz Amaria / NPR 
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Lighting – Side Light 

David Gilkey/NPR 
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 Keep the 5 W’s in 
mind  

 Make sure to get the 
correct spelling of 
names and where 
they are from 

 If you aren’t sure 
what they are doing, 
or confused about a 
specific detail in the 
frame make sure to 
write that down 

 

 

Caption Information 
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 Lighting (on face) 

 Focus 

 Background 

Three Things That Make a Better Portrait 
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 Try not to 
silhouette a 
subject 

 Keep the light 
at your back 

 Reposition a 
subject for 
better lighting 

 

 

 

 

Lighting – Portraits  

Kainaz Amaria / NPR 
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 Remove 
distracting 
objects 

 Look around 
the frame, 
reposition the 
camera 

 Get closer 

 

 

Background – Remove the Clutter  

Kainaz Amaria / NPR 
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 Focus the 
camera on the 
subject, then 
take the 
picture  

 Take your 
time 

 Work it! 

 

Focus – Subject Must be Crisp  
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Lighting, Background, Focus 

Kainaz Amaria / NPR 
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 Objects 
protruding 
from the 
subject’s body  

 Excessive flash 

 Too far away 

 Awkward 
expression 

 

Common Mistakes 
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Storytelling Portraits 

Gabriella Demczuk/ NPR 
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Storytelling Portraits 

Kainaz Amaria/ NPR 
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Storytelling Portraits 

Andrea Hsu/ NPR 
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How To Set Up Your Camera App 

• Turn Location Services ON 
• Turn Expert Mode ON 
• Slide to Stable 
• JPEG Comp HIGH 
• Rapid Fire ON 
• Full Trigger OFF 
• Photo Zoom OFF 
• Date Stamp OFF 
• Auto Save ON 
• Copyright (Name/WVXU) 
• System-Sounds OFF 
• Quick Flick Album ON 
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How To Make An Image 

Exposure Control 

Focus Control 
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Difference In Exposures 

*exposing for window (where the circle is) will make the office underexposed 
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Difference In Exposures 

*exposing for office (where the circle is) will make the window overexposed 
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Difference In Focus 

*focus is on building in background 
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Difference In Exposures 

*focus is on plant in foreground 
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Visuals Are Shareable And Social 
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Visuals Are Shareable And Social 
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 Think of the visuals from the beginning of your reporting 

• Can we go when people are doing something? 

• Can we set aside enough time to make an image? 

• What is the emotion essence of the story?  

 What are our resources? 

• Can our reporters make their own images? 

• Can we hire a freelancer? 

• Can we hire a visual intern? 

• Can we partner with local newspapers? 

Practical Ways To Approach Visual Storytelling 
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NPR Visuals – Who Are We? 
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What Are We Experimenting With? 

 Making things of the Web 
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What Are We Experimenting With? 

 How to create immersive experiences? 
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What Are We Experimenting With? 

 How do we use animation? 
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What Are We Experimenting With? 

 Animated GIFS – whoa! 
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What Are We Experimenting With? 

 Look At This – A rabbit hole of visual curiosities  
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Photography is about relationships! 

Kainaz Amaria/NPR 


