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BIG IDEA

Responding out of love, it is our privilege to warmly welcome the refugee and treat them with dignity and 
worth. 

INTRODUCTION

On Sunday Ross said, “There are so many people in the world today who aren’t convinced that 
they are welcome.” When is a time you have felt unwelcome? 

Why should the church always be a place where all kinds of people are welcomed?

In recent months, the modern refugee crisis has been a topic of controversy and division in this country. 
Now more than ever, it is important that we pause and allow God’s Word to help us think biblically about 
this topic. In the short documentary clip we saw on Sunday, Johnny said, “Love is not complicated; it’s really 
quite simple. It looks like making yourself helpful to the people in your life.” Over the course of this series, 
we have talked about inviting people in our neighborhoods, people of different races and socioeconomic 
backgrounds, to Jesus. Scripture makes it clear that we are called to love and welcome refugees as the body 
of Christ.

 UNDERSTANDING

When we think about the story of Scripture, how many people whom we consider “main 
characters” could be described as refugees? What are some examples?

If an issue is given this much attention in Scripture, what is God asking us to do? What is our 
responsibility as people who believe in the authority of Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16-17)?

Adam and Eve, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, the nation of Israel, Ruth, David, even Mary, Joseph, and Jesus 
were all called to cross borders and go to a place that was not their own. After Jesus ascended into heaven, 
the church was sent out to the “ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Migration is one of the many through lines in 
Scripture. When we notice these patterns, we recognize that God is calling us to stop and pay attention. 
God’s Word is not silent on how we are to treat people who cross borders. Beyond the 24-hour news cycle, 
we need to make sure we are thinking about these issues biblically.

> REFUGEES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Read Deuteronomy 10:18-19. What responsibilities did God give to His people to take care of 
groups of vulnerable people? When we read the word “alien,” who is being described? How is 
this word translated elsewhere in Scripture?
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Ross taught us that widows, orphans, and aliens are linked together 36 times in Scripture. Does 
ministry to widows and orphans come to us more naturally than ministry to aliens? Why or why 
not? 

The word alternately translated alien, sojourner, foreigner, or stranger comes from the same root word that 
is used 92 times in Scripture. This word refers to a person who crossed a border, and it is a reoccurring theme 
throughout all of Scripture. Thirty-six times this word appears alongside the command to do ministry to 
the widows and orphans. The common thread among these groups is that they are all vulnerable and they 
need help. 

Read Deuteronomy 24:14-22. In both instances in Deuteronomy, what specific reason did God 
give His people for remembering the foreigner? How can we develop a similar type of empathy 
for foreigners? 

God’s call to care for refugees is a command (v. 24:18), not a suggestion. Why do we make it a 
habit to ignore those commands in God’s Word that make us uncomfortable?

What specific way does God outline for His people to support the refugee? What might this look 
like for the church in 21st century America? 

Read Leviticus 19:33-34. Why is it difficult for us to treat people who are different from us the 
same as we treat people who are like us? Do you feel this tension in your life? Explain.

The call to care for foreigners is often yoked with the command for God’s people to remember the time they 
were foreigners in Egypt. Another way you could say that is that God is asking His people to get in the shoes 
of foreigners and thread them with empathy. While there are many ways to do this, the way that Scripture  
commends most often is to give them the fruit of our land —or let them benefit from your blessings. This is 
a whole Bible idea that is supported in the Law, the Psalms (146:8-10), the Prophets (Jer. 22:3; Mal. 3:5-6), as 
well as the New Testament. 

> REFUGEES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Read Matthew 2:13-15. Have you ever paid specific attention to the refugee themes in the 
Christmas story? Why would God choose for Jesus to identify with this specific group of people? 

Read Acts 8:1. What unique role do refugees plays in the spread of the gospel? How could the 
modern refugee crisis be a means for the gospel to advance among unreached people groups?

Read Ephesians 2:11-13. How is the idea of being a foreigner deeply embedded in the gospel 
message? 
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Read 1 Peter 2:11-12. In what ways are we already refugees without ever leaving the borders of 
our country? How does this radically alter the way that we live in this country?

Hebrews 2:17-18 tells us that Jesus sought to identify with us. Jesus identified with the refugee because 
He was a refugee fleeing from Herod. Additionally, the early church was made up of refugees who were 
sent out to take the gospel with them. Though the devil intended this persecution for evil, God used it to 
advance His church. We can do the same thing today with the thousands of people God has brought to 
this country where we can love and befriend them as well as share the gospel with them freely. We do this 
because we believe that while we were once alienated from God, He brought us near through Christ. We 
are now a people who are displaced from our heavenly home and longing for the day when we may return. 

On Sunday, Ross shared the legal definition of a refugee with us. A refugee is a person who has 
been settled, vetted, and admitted by the State Department and the Department of Homeland 
Security under the Refugee Act of 1980. All refugees have full legal status. When we hear the 
word “refugee” in the news and on social media, why is it important for us to understand who we 
are talking about?

How does knowing who we are speaking about free us from fear? 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-15. Why should Christians refuse to be held back by fear? What should 
control us and motivate us to see ministry among refugees? 

Being a refugee is different than being an immigrant or asylum seeker. There are people outside their home 
country who are unable or unwilling to return based on persecution of a well-founded fear of persecution. 
Since the 1970’s, 3 million refugees have been admitted into the United States. In that time, not one person 
who fits the legal designation of a refugee has committed a terrorist attack. Much of the current conversation 
about these men and women revolves around fear. Yet we must be people who handle situations with 
gospel conviction, loving God and others without fear or doubt.

APPLICATION

Which of you attitudes or assumptions have been challenged by studying God’s Word regarding 
refugees? How is He leading you to pray or get involved in obedience to His Word?

Does anyone in this group have experience working with refugees? What was that like? If not, 
is there a way God might be leading us to work together? Did any of the ways Ross mentioned 
resonate with you?

Sixty percent of people from non-Christian faith traditions say that they do not even know 
a Christian. With God bringing people from all nations to DFW, how can we as individuals, 
LifeGroups, and a church focus on befriending these men and women and inviting them to 
Jesus?
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PRAY

Praise God that He cares about the most vulnerable people in the world and has called His church to show 
His love to these men and women. Pray that you would be a person who seeks to think about all things, 
including difficult cultural issues. Ask God to make it clear to you how you can minister to the vulnerable. 

MEMORIZE

12 Remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. – Ephesians 2:12-13

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.

COMMENTARY

DEUTERONOMY 10:18-19

The OT is clear that those who take advantage of defenseless people can expect the Lord’s swift and severe 
judgment (24:17-18; Ex 22:21-24; Ps 146:9; Jer 7:3-8). The Israelites were foreigners themselves in the land of 
Egypt; those delivered from difficult and oppressive situations should be the first to deal kindly with others 
in the same circumstances.

DEUTERONOMY 24:14-22

24:14-15. An employer must pay wages to the poor and needy every day. Otherwise, he would be answerable 
not to a mere human higher power but to the Lord Himself.

24:16. Though Israelite families were tight knit (Jos 7:24-26), each family member must be put to death for 
his own sin. Jeremiah expanded on this principle when he observed that “In those days, it will never again 
be said: ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ Rather, each will die 
for his own wrongdoing” (Jer 31:29-30; cp. Ezek 18).

24:19. In the absence of governmental welfare programs in ancient Israel, the wealthy took responsibility 
for the less fortunate. As an example, if a farmer should forget a sheaf in the field he must leave it for the 
poor and landless to gather (cp. vv. 20-21). A famous illustration of this occurred in the story of Boaz and 
Ruth. Boaz, realizing he was next of kin to the unsuspecting Ruth, purposefully left scatterings of grain in 
his fields for her (Ru 2:15-18).

MATTHEW 2:13-15

2:13-14. The angel called Jesus the child rather than “your child” when speaking to Joseph because Joseph 
was not Jesus’ biological father. Similarly, he described Mary as His mother rather than “your wife” because 
he wished to identify her in relation to the greater (Jesus) rather than the lesser (Joseph). Joseph promptly 
obeyed when he was told to flee to Egypt.
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2:15. That what was spoken had to be fulfilled indicates that the Bible is inspired by God and authoritative 
over history. In its original context, the calling of the son out of Egypt in Hos 11 is a reference to Israel’s 
exodus from Egypt, not young Messiah’s trip back home. Matthew understood this, but under the Spirit’s 
direction he recognized Jesus as the new Moses who will lead a new and climactic exodus. Just as Moses 
delivered his people from slavery to Pharaoh, Jesus will deliver people from slavery to Satan. Thus Matthew 
rightly regarded Hos 11:1 and other portions of the OT as foreshadows of Jesus and events in His life.

ACTS 8:1

Events surrounding Stephen’s testimony and murder led to severe persecution of the church in Jerusalem. 
All believers except the apostles were scattered to nearby regions. Hence the persecution helped spread 
the gospel to surrounding areas such as Judea and Samaria. The facts that the apostles were not the focus 
of the persecution and that it came about after Stephen’s death suggest that the persecution focused 
primarily on Hellenistic Jewish Christians, although the entire church was affected.

EPHESIANS 2:11-13

2:11-12. Gentiles in the flesh: Not only were the Gentiles morally separated from God (vv. 1-3), but they were 
also separated from God’s covenant people. They were without any knowledge of Christ. They had no rights 
in God’s family and were not recipients of God’s covenants. They were without hope and ultimately without 
God. Paul did not reproach the Gentiles for their plight; he merely recorded the sad truth of the matter.

2:13. Paul used the strong transitional phrase But now in Christ Jesus to point to the Gentiles’ new 
relationship in Christ. The Gentile believers no longer were in their alienated state. They knew Christ, took 
part in God’s covenant blessings, and had hope and fellowship with God. This remarkable turnaround took 
place “in Christ Jesus.” Those who trust in Him have a present salvation and a future hope.

1 PETER 2:11-12

Peter commanded his readers to live honorably as holy strangers or temporary residents so that even 
hostile Gentile residents of the earth might come to glorify God.

2 CORINTHAINS 5:14-15

The phrase those who live refers to believers who are now spiritually alive (Eph 2:4-6). Christ’s death and 
resurrection ministry have become the pattern for the believer’s death and new-life ministry. Paul personally 
modeled this as well.


