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BIG IDEA

The essence of what it means to be Christian is to actively pursue peace through sharing faith and 
resolving conflict.

INTRODUCTION

Imagine you were in charge for a day. What is one thing you might do to bring the world closer to 
peace?

Why is the goal of peace often so elusive? 

As Christians, the absence of peace should neither surprise us nor confuse us because we know the world 
is plagued with sin. Jesus came into the world to be the Prince of Peace. Yet the peace Jesus brought was 
not the absence of strife, but the contentment that comes from knowing Jesus is Lord. We can have peace 
because we know how the story ends. We know that one day, the King of Kings will return and align things 
in their proper order. Until that day, we seek peace with others and help them be reconciled to the God who 
made them through Jesus Christ.

 UNDERSTANDING

As we have walked through the Beatitudes over these last several weeks, we have heard that 
these are statements that describe a regular Christian life. What has changed about your daily 
Christian experience as we have studied these?

Why should we not think of these traits as only to be embodied by those in vocational ministry or 
some higher level of spiritual maturity?

Jesus was describing life that is available to all of us through a relationship with Himself. This is “normal” 
Christianity that Jesus described. Continuing to move through the Beatitudes, we saw last week that being 
pure in heart only comes from a relationship with Jesus. When our hearts are made pure, we start to seek 
the things that Jesus seeks.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 5:9.

How does being pure in heart lead to being a peacemaker? 
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Ross mentioned that “peacemaker” is rooted in the Hebrew word shalom, with which you are 
likely familiar. What would this word have meant to a Jewish person? 

How is shalom different than how we typically think about peace?

Remember that when Jesus said “blessed” here, He was referring to a deep, abiding happiness that is 
independent of what is going on in our lives. Similarly, shalom is a total inner tranquility. It is a holistic 
wellbeing that comes from knowing God as the Ruler of your life. Shalom is not flimsy or disposable, 
because it is a peace that is independent of external circumstances. 

An overlooked aspect of what it means to be a peacemaker is to help people be reconciled to 
God. Read Luke 19:10 and Romans 5:10. How does pursuing people this way make you a 
peacemaker? 

Who do you know that does not know the peace of Jesus? Why is inviting them to know Jesus 
the most loving thing you can do for them? How should we respond if they do not choose to love 
Jesus?

Ross said we need to make peace beyond our spheres of influence. Where is a place or a person 
that you have been afraid of engaging with the gospel? How could you engage them? 

The greatest problem we all deal with is that we need to be reconciled to God. Because of our sin, we are 
not at peace with the Father. Jesus came and sacrificed Himself for us to bring that peace. We live in a world 
full of people who are not even looking for this peace. Jesus has reconciled us to God, and we should want 
others to know that peace. Next, we seek resolution of conflict with others. 

Read Hebrews 12:14. How does peace with God lead to seeking peace with others? 

Think about the conflicts you have had recently. How would they have been different if you 
followed the process from Ken Sande that Ross shared with us (Glorify God, Get the log out, 
Gently restore, and Go and be reconciled)?

Read Romans 12:18. What happens if the person we are seeking to be reconciled with is not 
interested in the peace we are pursuing?

What are some reasons that we stop short of seeking peace with others? What are the dangers of 
stopping short?
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Reconciliation means to let go of enmity. The next step in peacemaking is to help others be reconciled 
with one another. This is the way we think about peace most often. Conflicts will come up in this life, but as 
followers of Jesus, we need to seek the path of peace. Others may reject that peace, but as far as it depends 
on us, we must seek it.

Read Matthew 10:34. How do we reconcile the call to be a peacemaker with Jesus’ words here?

Read Isaiah 9:6. What does it mean that Jesus is the “Prince of Peace”? When we meet Jesus, 
how does His peace become ours (Gal. 5:22)?

Like the rest of the Beatitudes, we can only be peacemakers once we are in a relationship with Jesus. He has 
made peace and gives peace through His Spirit. The path of peace does not mean our lives will be free of 
trouble; rather, our lives will be filled with the peace of knowing Jesus. 

APPLICATION

A rule-following person sometimes finds peace by having control. How have you mistaken 
control for true peace? 

How can we pursue peace in our relationships with one another? How should we handle conflict? 

Is there anyone you know who either needs to be reconciled to you or to God? How will you 
pursue reconciliation this week?

PRAY

Praise God for making peace with you through the blood of Jesus’ cross. Thank Him for doing all that is 
necessary to bring you hope and forgiveness. Ask that He would help you seek reconciliation with others 
because of your reconciliation with Him.

MEMORIZE

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. – Matthew 5:9

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.
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COMMENTARY

MATTHEW 5:9

Peace is, first and foundationally, internal and spiritual. It is not primarily physical, military, or political. Peace 
for the nations flows from peace in the hearts of individuals. Peacemakers are not power brokers but people 
lovers. The promised kingdom is characterized by peace, as described in Isaiah 9:6–7; 66:12–13; Micah 4:3.

This quality is a natural by-product of the preceding blessings and character qualities. Purity of heart is not 
manufactured by the believer, but is granted by the God of mercy (5:7) to those who mourn their spiritual 
bankruptcy (5:3–4) and who seek his righteousness (5:6). When the king grants purity of heart, he gives not 
only judicial purity (forgiveness, absolution from guilt), but also the actual removal of corrupting impurities 
from the heart. This comes about through the empowerment of the believer to grow into holiness and out 
of these impurities.

Jesus may have had a dual meaning behind the phrase see God. First, the pure heart is unhindered in its 
ability to understand the heart and person of God in this life on earth and, in this sense, is better able to 
see God. Moreover, only the pure (forgiven) heart is able to enter heaven to enjoy the presence of God for 
eternity.


