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BIG IDEA

When we find our power in Jesus, we are empowered to serve others as He serves us.  

INTRODUCTION

Who is the most powerful person you know? Do they use this power for their advantage or for the 
benefit of others?   

Why is power something that we desire? What would you do if you had more power and 
influence? 

The desire for power is alluring. People want to feel in control of their own destiny. We want the power to 
determine the course of our lives. Some of us want the accolades and influence that come with power. But 
how do the places we look for power shape our identity? How we seek or use power says a lot about where 
we have ultimately placed our value and identity. Is it in religion, in the world, or in Jesus? We are going to 
look at those questions today.

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MARK 10:35-37.

What were James and John asking Jesus for? What did their questions reveal about what they 
thought about Jesus? 

These disciples were trying to use their relationship with Jesus to advance their power and 
importance. What are some ways that we seek the same kind of influence and authority through 
Jesus or religion? 

Read Acts 17:24-25. What is the danger in believing that God owes us or needs us to 
accomplish His sovereign plan? What are some reasons we may be tempted to feel like He does?

If our identity is in religion, we will use God to gain power because we feel like He owes us or needs us. 
James and John were in Jesus’ inner circle and came to Him asking for authority and power. After all their 
time with Jesus, their question revealed that they ultimately saw Jesus as a political Messiah who would 
come to overthrow their Roman oppressors. Their ideas about Jesus were more informed by their religious 
tradition than by what they had learned from Jesus. James and John overestimated their importance or 
necessity to the mission of Jesus. God does not use us because He needs us; He uses us because He loves us.
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> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MARK 10:38-42.

When the other disciples became indignant at James and John’s request, Jesus reminded 
them that power in His kingdom is not like power in this world. Rodney gave us the example of 
Vladimir Putin—what are some ways leaders in this world seek to assert their authority? 

What do verses 41-42 reveal about the disciples’ intentions? 

What worldly means do you most often use to set yourself over other people? What does doing so 
say about your belief in or relationship with Jesus? 

If our identity is in the world, we will use other people to gain power because they are a means to our own 
selfish ends. The disciples didn’t desire power to benefit others, but to lord it over other people. James and 
John exhibited a lack of knowledge about Jesus’ mission in addition to a lack of concern for their fellow 
disciples. In His response, Jesus set up a comparison between the way authority is used in the world and 
under His Lordship.

What are some ways that you exercise power over people in your daily life? List as many as you 
can think of; it’s probably more than you imagine.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MARK 10:43-45.

Rodney shared with us that theologian R.T. France called this passage “the revolutionary ethics 
of the kingdom of God.” Knowing that many of us have power in this world, how did Jesus say 
that we should use our power to benefit others?

Why should following an all-powerful God lead us to lay aside our search for power and influence 
as an end of its own?

How does the power we find in Christ free us to serve others instead of seek power in this world? 

If our identity is in Christ, then we can freely give up power in this world because the Almighty God has 
already given us power in Christ. We are children of the most powerful being in the universe. God is so 
majestic and powerful that all that is, was, or ever will be responds to His command. With a Father with this 
kind of power, we should recognize that all the power we need has been given to us through Jesus. We can 
freely leverage what earthly power we have to serve and give to others.

APPLICATION

Think back to all the areas you identified where you have some power and influence. How will 
you advance the mission of Jesus with your power? 
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How much power do we have collectively in this group? Is there an area where we could make a 
difference if we pulled together?  

Ross and Lisa will be hosting a dinner at their house for people who have questions about the 
Christian faith. Who do you know that might be interested in this? What might it look like for you 
or someone in this group to host something similar?

PRAY

Thank Jesus that even though He had all the power in the world, He took the posture and form of a servant 
and submitted Himself to the will of God. Thank God for the areas in this world where He has given you 
influence. Pray that you would never see this influence as a means to boost your profile, but to sacrificially 
give and serve others in the name of Jesus. 

MEMORIZE

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 
for many.” – Mark 10:45

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.

COMMENTARY

MARK 10:35-45

10:35. The insensitivity of James and John in this verse prefigures the insensitivity of the three disciples 
in the garden of Gethsemane when they could not stay awake while Jesus was in great agony. It is clear 
from their words that they did not recognize that Jesus would die; they were expecting him to inherit his 
kingdom. Some interpreters believe they spoke from faith, because they believed Jesus would die but 
would overcome through his resurrection. In this case, they wanted to be a part of his kingdom when he 
came back victoriously. This interpretation does not fit with the rest of Mark’s Gospel or with the general 
disbelief of the disciples.

10:36-37. Jesus, however, did not rebuke them, but invited them to tell him the desires of their hearts. They 
were asking for seats of high honor, ruling positions. Although they believed that Jesus would eventually 
conquer, they misunderstood what kind of kingdom Jesus had come to establish through his suffering and 
death. To balance this, however, we must remember that James and John loved Jesus and were loyal to him. 
Although they misunderstood his words, at least they promised they would be with him.

10:38. Again, Jesus did not rebuke them, perhaps because he knew of their love for him. But Jesus asked 
them if they were prepared to suffer as he would suffer. Jesus asked them, as he asks all disciples, to count 
the cost (cf. Luke 14:27-33). In the Old Testament, “the cup” signified divine judgment on sin. By “his cup,” 
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Jesus was probably referring to the divine judgment poured out on him on behalf of all humanity. This 
phrase further points out the disciples’ lack of understanding.

10:39-40. Whether or not they knew what they agreed to, Jesus told James and John they would share his 
sufferings. James was martyred when he was beheaded by Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:2), thus becoming the 
first apostle to be martyred. Although tradition says that John was the only apostle not to be martyred, he 
was persecuted for Christ and eventually died in exile on the island of Patmos. Jesus’ reply that their request 
was not his to grant shows his reverent submission to his Father. In all matters, he submitted to his Father’s 
will.

10:41. Mark’s statement about the other disciples that they became indignant is an obvious understatement. 
Their anger and resentment was probably not because of their concern for the Lord. They were probably 
thinking of their own positions. How did the other disciples hear about this incident? Did James and John 
tell the others? Were they overheard? Did Salome brag to others in the group that her sons would receive 
special privilege? While all these may be possible, the Bible does not specify how they knew.

10:42-44. Jesus called the disciples together. They had been with many other people, but Jesus pulled them 
away to teach them, as he had done so often in the past. This act reminded them that they were to live in 
unity. His words underscored the need for this. A good example of Gentile lordship can be found in Daniel 
4. King Nebuchadnezzar believed that his kingship gave him the right to claim the status of God: “Is not this 
the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” 
(v. 30). God took away his authority and he lived as an animal, “until you acknowledge that the Most High is 
sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes” (v. 25).

This is why God did not want King David to take a census (2 Sam. 24:1–17). God wanted his ruler, the shepherd 
placed over the sheep, to put his trust in God, not in the number of warriors. Such things are characteristic 
of unbelievers. At the time of Jesus, Gentile lords (such as the Caesars) loved to equate themselves with 
gods. They placed their likenesses on coins to remind people of their self-proclaimed divinity. They did not 
rule their subjects with benevolence, but they required them to bow down and worship them. Do not be 
like these Gentiles, Jesus told his disciples. He repeated essentially what he had been saying for the last two 
chapters of Mark: To be great, you must serve.

10:45. In this verse, Jesus delivered the stunning summary of all his teaching on servanthood in the Gospel 
of Mark. He gave the disciples the supreme example of servanthood: himself. And they had seen him serve. 
They had seen him touch the unclean. They had seen him heal the multitudes. They had seen him feed 
thousands. Before it was over, they would see him wash the grime from their feet. They had seen the only 
one who truly deserved to be called “Lord” place himself in humble service to others.

If we remember where Jesus came from, we can see how absurd this must have sounded to them. Jesus 
had ten thousand angels at his disposal. He was the Creator of everything that exists. He was in eternal 
fellowship with the Father and the Holy Spirit. He shared their glory and splendor. And yet he gave it all up 
and was born in a stable to a poor teenager in order to draw all people to God.


