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BIG IDEA

Sometimes we need to step back and admire the pure magnificence of God and linger on His transcendence!

INTRODUCTION

What is the most magnificent thing you have ever seen or experienced? Why has it stuck with 
you? 

As our world becomes more dependent upon technology, why is it good to step back and see 
something larger than ourselves? Why is this good for our souls? 

Our culture is earthbound. Information spreads in seconds, and we have access to a world’s worth of 
knowledge at our fingertips, yet we have lost a sense of magnificence and wonder. We spend more time 
looking at our devices than the world around us. In doing this, we miss so much of the transcendence all 
around us. Nowhere is this more clear than in the nature and character of God. We must be careful that we 
do not become so wrapped up in our own little world that we miss the grandeur of the God who stands 
above the world. 

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ISAIAH 40:21-22.

As in the previous section, verse 21 continues asking rhetorical questions. What is their implied 
answer and what does it tell us about God?

Over the past month we have been talking about Revive Texas. When we have encounters with 
people who do not know God, why might asking them questions be a helpful way to introduce 
them to God? 

These questions are meant to teach us about the unmatched nature of God’s character. He is alone in His 
worth and significance. He is the only one who is like Himself—He has no rival or equal. Isaiah’s asking these 
questions is meant to lead the hearers (and us) to contemplate who God is. We can do the same thing with 
our friends today. When we meet people, consider the questions you could ask to get them to consider the 
matchless glory and worth of the God we serve.

On Sunday Ross explained how a tent is a place where we can rest and find protection. When 
do you most need to find God’s rest and protection? What keeps you from going to Him for these 
needs?



L
IF

E
 G

R
O

U
P

 G
U

ID
E

MAY 14, 2017 2

UNMATCHED 121

How is the magnificence and transcendence of God related to His ability to protect us? 

God is above all things. There is nothing that God does not know, and no sphere or life where He is not 
in control. But how does God use His power? One way He uses it is to care for and protect His people. We 
experience God’s care and protection because He is powerful and over us. He is good, and He is good to us. 

What power do you have? How could you use it to benefit someone else? 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ISAIAH 40:23-24.

On Sunday, Ross reminded us of the experience Nebuchadnezzar had when he took credit for 
what God did. Why should realizing the weightiness of who God is always lead us to be humble? 
Why is this hard for us? 

Woven through Isaiah 40 is the idea of how quick our lives are. Where do you most often see 
people trying to fight this idea in our culture? What about in your own life? 

What added urgency does the brevity of life give us when we are attempting to live on mission for 
Christ?

God is in control of every leader in every place at every time. He alone knows and holds the fate of the 
world leaders in His hand. We are surrounded by people who endlessly try to hold on to youth and life that 
is running out on them slowly but surely every day. For the follower of Jesus, we find comfort that when this 
life is over, we have more life to live. But the endless search for life—and the brevity of our own life—should 
lead us to help people find and grab hold of life in the one place that it can be found: God almighty.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ISAIAH 40:25-26.

What does it mean to be holy? How is it possible for us to become holy? 

Why is holiness a problem for us? How would you describe what it means to be holy to someone 
who had an insufficient idea of what it means to be holy as God is holy? 

God is holy, meaning, God is unmatched in moral perfection. We can never ascend to this level without 
external help. God must make us holy through the work of the gospel. Before we believe, our biggest 
problem is that we are not holy. When we realize we are not, it should lead us to turn to and trust in God and 
embrace His matchless character. 

How do we bear the image of God when we make and create in this world? How does this 
process allow us to point glory back to God? 
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What in the world around us should lead us to look back and consider God?

APPLICATION

What can you do to fix your eyes on God and His magnificence this week? 

What does it look like for us to be a group that is consistently fixed on God? Why is this different 
than a group that is fixed on the here and now? 

What motivates and compels you to tell other people about God? How does God’s magnificence 
compel you personally?

PRAY

Praise God for being who He is, for His magnificence and transcendent nature. Thank Him for using His 
power for your good and protection. Ask for Him to make you aware of His nature and power this week. 
Pray that His goodness and magnificence would compel you to tell everyone about Him. 

MEMORIZE

“‘To whom then will you liken Me that I would be his equal?’ says the Holy One.” – Isaiah 40:25

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.

COMMENTARY

ISAIAH 40:21-26

40:21-24. God is not only superior to the gods of the nations; He is far above the rulers of the nations as 
well ( princes... judges). He is the ultimate ruler. His throne is not on earth, but above the circle of the earth. 
Like grass (vv. 6-8), they are fragile and short-lived and as easily disposed of as stubble carried away by a 
whirlwind. They are no match for God.

40:25-26. Nothing compares to God—not even the starry host. The religions of the ancient Near East 
believed the stars were gods. Judah’s religion asserted that God created the stars. The fact that He knew 
them by name indicates that they were His creation and they were protected ( not one of them is missing) 
by His power.


