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BIG IDEA

Not only does God have the power to change the most difficult of situations, but He also does it with might 
and compassion—and it’s worth talking about.

INTRODUCTION

What are two or three topics you love to talk about? Where did your interest in those topics come 
from?

How natural is it for you to speak about Jesus?

Interests and passions are what you use to connect with other people because the things you love are 
the things you talk about. You can often measure one’s interest in a given topic by how willing they are 
to discuss it. Isaiah 40:9-11 provides a compelling picture of who our God is, and that should motivate us 
to speak about Him. When you are enamored with God’s character, it will move you to talk about Him. 
Recognizing who He is provides you with the content of these conversations. 

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ISAIAH 40:9.

When God told His people to go up on a high mountain, what was He asking them to do? What 
would it look like for us to do this?

What news did Isaiah have to cry out? How is this news related to the good news that we have as 
followers of Jesus? 

What would motivate you to lift up your voice and cry out? Is this something that comes naturally 
to you? Explain. 

What are some barriers that cause us to be afraid instead of crying out this news to our city? 
What do you think is the root issue of your fear?

Through Isaiah, God told His people to tell the world about Him. One of the common threads through the 
whole Bible is God’s desire to be known by all people in the world. The work that God has done in calling 
Israel, providing for them, and bringing them out of their exile shows His power, strength, and tender care. 
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In response, we are to cry out the good news that we have a powerful, loving God who wants to know us 
and care for us personally. While the world and the devil uses fear of man to silence your voice, God is bigger 
than your fear, and your news is simply too good not to share. When you find your identity in Christ, you will 
be increasingly less concerned about the thoughts of men. 

Ross shared the following Scriptures to help us grasp our identity in Jesus. Read 1 Peter 3:18, 2 
Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24, and John 3:16 and write out a list of what has been done for us 
through Jesus.

Read Matthew 13:44. Do you identify with the man’s reaction in the parable? If not, why not? 

Jesus came so that He might bring us to God, so that we might become the righteousness of God, so that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness, and so that we might have eternal life. Each one of these thoughts 
is worthy of deep consideration. When you put them all together, it is overwhelming. God has done so 
much for us, we should want to be like the man who found treasure and sold all that He had. Nothing we will 
ever find is as wonderful as this. But the best part about your treasure is that anyone can find and possess it. 

We have the opportunity to announce good news to people who live in a world filled with bad 
news (Is. 52:7). How is our task not all that different from Isaiah’s? 

On Sunday, Ross shared a story of engaging a mother with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Do you 
have a “go to” way to tell others about Jesus? While we shouldn’t reduce telling people about 
Jesus to a formula, why is it good to have methods like these stored away? Which ones have 
worked for you? 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ISAIAH 40:10-11.

The arm in the Bible symbolizes strength and power. Why does the power of God matter as we 
are trying to share the good news of Jesus with others? 

What difference has the power of God made in your daily life? 

What contrast does verse 11 give to the image of God that we see in verse 10? Why are both 
sides of God’s personality necessary?

The Bible is all about God. Each verse proclaims and extols His character. What we see in this small portion of 
Scripture is that God is both powerful and comforting, strong and gentle, exalted and humble. Each facet of 
God’s character draws our worship and leads us to love Him more. There is no one like God, so we proclaim 
His matchless name to all who will listen. 
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APPLICATION

What about God’s character motivates you to tell others about who He is? 

We have been graciously allowed to partner with other churches in the area for Revive Texas. 
How could we get involved as a Life Group sharing and inviting people to consider Jesus? 

In the ancient world, a shepherd would be an extremely recognizable illustration. Throughout the 
message on Sunday, Ross shared the story of Captain Scott Southworth adopting Ala’a Eddeen 
as an illustration of the character of our God. What other illustrations can you think of that bring 
this comfort, power, and shepherding together? How could you use this illustration to share with 
someone who has not yet met Jesus?

PRAY

Thank God for being a powerful ruler and a tender shepherd. Praise Him for giving us news that is so good 
that it takes all we have just to hold it in. Pray that as we continue to consider God through the rest of this 
week, we would be so taken by who He is that we cannot help but speak.

MEMORIZE

“Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news, Lift up your voice mightily, 
O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; Lift it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your 
God!’” – Isaiah 40:9

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.
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COMMENTARY

ISAIAH 40:9-11

If 40:1-8 can be understood as comforting words concerning God’s glorious appearing to the people of 
Jerusalem (40:1), then 40:9-11 are God’s instructions that Zion is to “go up” to a high mountain (cf. 52:7) 
to loudly and fearlessly proclaim a message of good news to the people who live in the cities of Judah 
(nothing is said about speaking to those living in exile). The people who are instructed to shout are called 
the “messengers of good news”;they are the ones who will fearlessly declare the “good news” ( bāśār) that 
God is coming. They should have no fear of what other people might think or say. The good news is the 
marvelous announcement that “your God is here” (lit. “behold your God”), for the glory of God is going to 
be revealed for all people to see (40:5). This seems to parallel the message of those who bring good news 
to Zion in 25:9; 35:2, and later in 52:7. In 52:7 the text also proclaims the joyous news that “your God reigns.” 
This is a startling development, a final fulfillment of God’s prophetic plan, and a word of assurance and joy. 
God will not just watch over his people in some general way by watching over the course of nature; he will 
personally be present in power, accomplishing his will among his people.


