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BIG IDEA

To make the most in our opportunities of talking about Jesus with others, we need to be equipped to respond 
respectfully to each person God puts in our path. 

INTRODUCTION

Imagine you were told that in two days you would have the chance to interview for your dream 
job, and you were the leading candidate. What would you do in order to make the most of the 
opportunity being presented to you? 

Now imagine you have a meeting later in the week with a friend who does not believe in Jesus. 
How would you prepare for that opportunity?  

Going to an interview for your dream job would be a huge gift. Because of what would be on the line in the 
interview, you would likely rehearse what to say, think about what to wear, consider questions that may be 
asked of you, and get to the appointment early. On the other hand, the appointment with a non-believing 
friend is usually given little to no preparation at all, even though what is at stake is much more significant. 
Would you pray? Would you practice sharing the gospel? Would you consider all that was needed to make 
the most of that opportunity? God has called us to make the most of every opportunity He gives us with 
outsiders. Let’s take a look at Colossians 4 again this week and see what it means to take the chances that 
God gives us.

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ COLOSSIANS 4:2-6.

What is the connection between conducting ourselves with wisdom and treasuring Jesus? How 
do these two pursuits align? 

Are you intentional about acting with wisdom? If so, what prepares you to walk this way? If you 
aren’t so good at this, what are some practices we can implement to have the wisdom described 
here?

We want to walk in a way that gives a favorable impression of the gospel message. If we are truly living 
every day like we treasure Jesus, we will want to live in a way that makes much of Jesus. Part of that includes 
monitoring our lives. Paul encouraged the believers in Colossae to walk with wisdom before “outsiders” 
they would encounter every day. 
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Who are the “outsiders” that Paul references in verse 5? What different types of “outsiders” do 
you encounter on a weekly basis? 

Ross quoted Isaiah 65:1 on Sunday. How is God described? What would it look like to model 
God’s heart in our relationships with outsiders? Why should we be undeterred if our friends seem 
uninterested in the gospel?

Ross also talked about how we often overcomplicate our response when we are trying to give 
a reason for our hope (1 Pet. 3:15-16). If you only had 30 seconds to share the gospel with 
someone, what would you say? 

The word for “making the most of” in the original language of the New Testament means to 
“buy out.” Given that understanding, how would you summarize what we are being told to do in 
Colossians?

Outsiders are people who have not said “Yes” to Jesus and are outside of a saving relationship with God. By 
seeking relationships with lost people, even those who may seem uninterested, we model God’s love. To 
model God’s heart for the lost, we reach out at any time we can. Whether that is over coffee with a friend or 
speaking with a perfect stranger sitting next to you on a plane. 

When we think about inviting someone to Jesus, we often get a picture of having a conversation 
with a random person about Jesus, and it is the last thing we want to do. While we shouldn’t 
discount those opportunities, what opportunities to share Jesus exist within your closest 
relationships? 

On the other hand, what opportunities with “random” people do we miss by not praying to ask 
God to bring outsiders into our lives on a daily basis? Has anyone in this LifeGroup ever done 
this? What were the results?

Each week, you likely have more opportunities to invite people into a gospel conversation than you realize. 
Suppose you are uncomfortable talking to strangers—what about your immediate family and closest 
friends? Do any of those people need to know Jesus in a life changing way? It could be that God has placed 
you in their lives to tell them. 

Read Proverbs 15:1 and Ephesians 4:29. How do these verses help us understand what it 
means to have your words be “seasoned with salt”? 

Think about your speech over the last week. Could it be described this way? 
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The words we say matter. We have the chance to turn people to or away from Jesus with the things we say. 
We don’t want anyone to say “No” because of inappropriate or hurtful words. This includes much of what 
we think of as coarse language, but also insensitive and thoughtless remarks. All of our words should point 
others to our Savior. 

APPLICATION

What is one way you would like to grow in inviting others to Jesus? 

Ross shared the acronym FIRM (Family, Interests, Religion, Message) to break the ice in 
conversations. Have you ever successfully bridged one of these first three conversations into one 
about faith? If not, do you feel like this is something you could do? Explain. 

Ross acknowledged that not many of us are naturally gifted at talking to that random person, so 
we need training—just like we need training to succeed at many other tasks in our lives. How 
could we use this group as a training ground to ready ourselves for gospel conversations? 

PRAY

Praise God for caring enough about us to seek us out even when we were not looking for Him. Pray that 
we would be people whose words are seasoned with salt and grace and that we would see the people we 
encounter every day from God’s perspective. 

MEMORIZE

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity (Col. 4:5).

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.

COMMENTARY

COLOSSIANS 4:2-6

Paul ended his epistle as he opened it, urging his readers to prayer. The structure of these verses resembles 
the opening prayers of the epistles. The only direct statement in these verses is, “Devote yourselves to 
prayer.” The command to pray concerned general watchfulness and Paul’s ministry. Paul hoped for an open 
door to be faithful to his calling and for clarity in communicating the message. In other epistles, Paul said, 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17) or its equivalent. The same general tone occurs here. The specific 
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word translated “devote yourselves” means “to persist in.” Though the word is different, the meaning is the 
same. Prayer was to characterize the Colossian church.

Paul requested that they pray for an open door for the gospel (4:3). Paul always sought ways to communicate 
the gospel. In these verses, Paul disclosed the reason for his success in witness as well as the reason he 
hoped to speak. His success was because he looked to the Lord to supply the wisdom for the opportunity. 
They were to pray that he would find an open door. The apostle lived for such opportunities that were often 
the redeeming virtues of his circumstances. He knew, however, that God provided these doors of ministry.

Paul asked for ability to walk through such doors as would open. Consistently in Colossians, the term 
“manifest” refers to revealing what is hidden (3:4). Paul looked for new situations in which he could make 
the gospel known. On the one hand, Paul did not pray specifically for a “preaching point,” as though that 
were the only approved means of spreading the gospel. On the other hand, v. 3 makes clear that Paul 
thought it imperative to speak the word. He hoped, therefore, for an oral ministry. He hoped further that he 
would do justice to the nature of the gospel so that the witness would be clear.

Having discussed a door of opportunity in ministry, Paul turned his thoughts to wise conduct. The verb used, 
which is translated “be wise in the way you act,” occurs frequently to identify proper conduct. Generally, 
translators use some form of the word “walk.” Wisdom provides a proper environment for the Christian’s 
walk. The theme of wisdom occurs frequently in this epistle, and that probably reflects a major concern of 
the false teachers as well. Literally, Paul said, “In wisdom be walking.” Thus godly wisdom encompasses the 
life, as well as the words. At the beginning of the epistle, Paul prayed for the Colossians to know wisdom; 
here he prayed for them to live it. The phrase “making the most” comes from a verb meaning “to buy up,” as 
if finding a bargain. Here it conveys the idea of making the most of one’s time spent with unbelievers.

Wisdom was necessary because of their Christian testimony. The “ones outside” needed examples of God’s 
wisdom. Paul’s concern was the non-Christians’ response to the gospel and the attitude of Christians toward 
them. Divine wisdom results in a positive witness.


