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BIG IDEA

Communicating the good news of Christ with others goes hand in hand with doing good works for others.

INTRODUCTION

Imagine your boss comes to you and asks you to do an undesirable task. Do you work on this 
begrudgingly because you have to or joyfully because you want to do well at your job? Explain.

How does the motivation change the outcome of the task? 

Most people work better when they understand the purpose behind their work. An undesirable task at 
work is easier to stomach when we understand why we are doing it. Working joyfully reflects an inward 
sense of purpose and fulfillment. Likewise, when we come to know Jesus, we have a new motivation that 
colors the way we live and the way we serve others. In one sense, the gospel is a call to rest from our work. 
In another sense, it is a call to get to work. Because Jesus has been gracious to us, we extend good works 
toward others. 

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ TITUS 2:11-14 AND EPHESIANS 2:1-10.

Ross taught on Sunday that what we do flows out of who we are. If God is gracious (v. 11), what 
type of action and character can we expect to naturally flow from who He is? 

Since salvation has come and the grace of God has appeared, what have we been saved from? 
Why do we need to understand this before we can truly understand good news? 

According to Ephesians 2:7, when someone comes to God through the gospel, what is God 
trying to show us about Himself? If God is trying to show Himself to us, what responsibility do we 
have to listen?

As you have grown in your understanding of the gospel, what have you learned about God? What 
have you learned about yourself? 

Our character defines the way we live. When Paul wrote to Titus saying “the grace of God has appeared 
bringing salvation to all men,” we understand that grace appeared because God is gracious. The gospel 
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is a message that is rooted in God’s character. While sin has corrupted our character, God has overcome 
our faults and made a way for us to know Him. Ephesians 2:7 confirms this truth when Paul tells us that 
part of the reason we received the gospel is so that we would know God’s gracious character. It is a circular 
relationship where  God gives grace, and we receive it and go back to God for more grace.

Grace means that we don’t have to work to earn anything from God. It has already been done for 
us. Why does simply receiving this and accepting it run against how most people live? 

On Sunday, Ross shared this question from Francis Schaeffer, “How many finite buckets of 
good works would it take to fill the infinite gulf that exists between God and us because of our 
sin?” How are the people around you trying to fill these buckets? How are you trying to fill them, 
maybe without even realizing it? 

How does the principle of grace make Christianity different than every other world religion? 

The American Dream teaches that if you just work hard enough and long enough, you can get anywhere 
you want to be. While hard work is commendable, we often conflate the American Dream with the gospel. 
We think that, just like in business, God will accept us if we just work harder—if we just fill enough buckets, 
to use Schaeffer’s language. Believing this, we have become no different than the Muslims, Mormons, or  
Buddhists who find their righteousness from their work. The gospel cannot be earned. The gospel teaches 
that all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved (Rom. 10:9). It is given by grace, which by definition 
means it is unmerited. But that does not mean we cease to pursue good works; it means we do so with a 
new motivation.

What new instruction do we receive in the gospel (Titus 2:12)? How do we follow this instruction 
without falling into the trap of believing that our works earn our righteousness? 

Ross shared this quote from Jim Elliott, “Fix your eyes on the rising Morning Star…Live every 
day as if the Son of Man were at the door, and gear your thinking to the fleeting moment…Walk 
as if the next step would carry you across the threshold of heaven.” What changes about your 
Christian experience if you focus not only on your past redemption, but also upon Christ’s future 
return? 

Re-read Titus 2:14 and Ephesians 2:10. What type of relationship does God desire we have 
between our gospel belief and our good works? How do those good works reflect back to Jesus?

Dallas Willard once said, “Grace is not opposed to effort, it is opposed to earning.” When we come to Jesus 
we expend effort in good works not to earn our salvation, but in appreciation and love for the One who 
saved us. We want to live a life that is pleasing to Him so that when He returns, He will find us about His 
work. The wonderful thing about following Jesus is that when others see our efforts, it reflects the grace of 
Jesus instead of our internal goodness. We are Christ’s masterpiece. When we do good works, we show the 
goodness of our Creator. 
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Toward the end of our time together, Ross shared a few examples of small good works that point 
back to our Savior. What comes to your mind when you think about the call to pursue good 
works?

APPLICATION

Were you affirmed by Sunday’s message or challenged? Were you somewhere in between? 
Explain. 

How can we make good works a continual part of the regular rhythms of our LifeGroup? Have 
you been to the 121cc.com/serve or ServeNorthTexas.com sites? Did any opportunities jump out 
at you there? 

Our good works are meant to point back to the Father; they aren’t an end in themselves. How 
could doing good to someone make a way for you to share the reason behind your hope? Have 
you ever been able to do this? 

PRAY

Praise God for saving us because of His merit instead of our own. Ask that the grace we have experienced 
would motivate us to serve Christ with joy and gratitude. Pray that as we pursue the good of others, God 
would take those opportunities and allow them to make a way for people to find out who He is and receive 
the grace that we have received. 

MEMORIZE

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them. – Ephesians 2:10

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.
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COMMENTARY

TITUS 2:11-14

2:11-14. This paragraph provides the theological basis for the lifestyle commended in verses 1-10. Christians 
should live sanctified lives because the grace of God that saves us also instructs us to live in a new way. A 
person cannot claim to be a recipient of God’s saving grace if he is not also a trainee in the lifestyle made 
possible by grace.

2:11. This verse has sometimes been misunderstood as saying that all people will be saved. However, such 
a reading is not made necessary by the words here, and it flatly contradicts other portions of Scripture. The 
force of all people is to emphasize the universal offer of the gospel. The offer of salvation is proclaimed not 
just to one group but to all peoples.

2:12. Godlessness refers to behavior that is not in accordance with God’s ways. Lusts refer not only to sexual 
desires but to sinful desires in general.

2:13. The verb used here for wait often carries a connotation of eagerness. The eager expectation of the 
return of Christ mentioned here is not just the time of the instruction of grace (“while we wait”); it is also 
the way grace teaches us to renounce sin and live in a “godly way” (v. 12). Setting our minds on the truth of 
Christ’s return impels us to holiness (1Jn 3:2-3). The blessed hope is the appearing of... Christ. The reference 
to Jesus as God and Savior is a strong affirmation of His deity.

2:14. The phrase people for His own possession translates an unusual phrase with intentional echoes from 
the OT (Ex 19:5; Mal 3:17). The phrase expresses the sense of “prized, treasured possession” (1Pe 2:9).

EPHESIANS 2:1-10

2:1. People are not willing to be found (saved) until they know they are lost. Paul reminded his readers of 
the awfulness of sin that results in every person being lost, separated from God. As long as they are still 
unbelievers, sinners are in fact best described as dead people. The terms translated “trespasses” and “sins” 
are similar in meaning. The first term means falling from a known path, that is, actively breaking a boundary 
or rule. The second means falling short of a required standard. Both refer to the universal human failure to 
do what is right, either actively or passively.

2:2-3. Another way to describe the helplessness of sinners is to think of it in terms of a lifestyle, step by 
step, headed in the wrong direction. No person can blame the world or the devil for their sinning. We have 
only ourselves to blame. It was our fleshly desires that we indulged. It was the inclinations of our flesh and 
thoughts that have been the source of our disobedience to God. God’s righteous judgment against sin is 
settled. In our sinful nature, we all deserved eternal condemnation. We were born into this fallen condition. 
Without God’s grace, all human beings are spiritually helpless and hopeless. We need salvation because of 
what sin has done to us.

2:4-5. Paul turned from diagnosing our spiritual death to describing our new life in Christ. He began by 
piling up three overlapping terms that describe the divine basis for our salvation. We owe everything to 
God’s character. First, notice the reference to God’s “mercy.” Mercy is “the disposition to act compassionately 
in response to the plight of someone in need.” Second, notice the reference to God’s “love,” His sacrificial 
concern. Paul stressed the abundance of God’s love just as he had noted the abundance of His mercy: it was 
great. The third term Paul used to express the basis of salvation in God’s character is “grace.” Grace is similar 
to mercy and love but with a special distinction. The emphasis in the term grace is a person’s showing 
undeserved favor toward someone who has sinned against that person. The first benefit of receiving 
salvation by grace is that God made us alive. When Christ was raised from the dead, God saw all believers 
as united with Him.
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2:6-7. The second benefit of receiving God’s salvation by grace through faith is that God raised us up. Thus 
when Jesus visibly ascended from earth to heaven, God saw believers as being spiritually united with Him 
in His ascension. We are now citizens of heaven (see Phil. 3:20). We no longer have to live as those bound to 
the sinful world, the flesh, and the Devil. Our true identity is in the heavens. The third benefit of salvation 
Paul named is that God seated us. After His resurrection and ascension, Jesus sat down at the right hand 
of God (see Heb. 1:3; 8:1; 12:2). He is there now, and God considers believers already to be sharing Christ’s 
eternal victory.

2:8-9. It’s too often typical for us humans to suppose that our actions can help earn our eternal life. Paul 
wrote that this is never true. But then he went on to explain the role that good works have in the life of those 
who are saved. Trusting wholly in God’s provision is the opposite of trusting in one’s own contribution to 
salvation. The whole of our redemption—past, present, and future—is God’s gift, by His initiative. For this 
reason, no one can boast about a personal contribution to salvation. Heaven will be filled with the praises 
of Christ’s glory and His works. No human display of works can compare to the riches of God’s grace toward 
those who once were dead in their sins but now are alive with Christ.

2:10. One of the goals of salvation for us is the fruit of Christlike character and of good deeds. In eternity 
past God prepared ahead of time that His redeemed people would do these good works as evidence of 
His grace. Here is His power not only in giving us new life but also in helping us to walk in good works 
throughout this life and into eternity. We cannot do anything to earn salvation. Yet God means for us who 
have received salvation to produce good works. If we have been given new life, raised with Christ, and 
seated with Him, we will certainly do good works as evidence that we have received this great salvation.


