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121 COMMUNITY CHURCH
GAINING A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF RACIAL DIFFERENCES
FEBRUARY 26, 2017

BIG IDEA

The gospel of Christ brings unity where there is division. 

INTRODUCTION

On Sunday, Ross opened our time together by talking about an incorrect racial perception he 
had recently. If you feel comfortable sharing, has something like this ever happened to you? 
Have you ever made a mistake about someone based solely on their race or culture?

Why do you think it’s so important, yet also incredibly difficult, to recognize these hidden biases?  

This week, we had the unique privilege of hearing from our pastor as well as two brothers in Christ about 
their experiences living respectively as a black and Mexican man. No matter what race we are, the gospel 
has united people of all races under the banner of the cross. So for the follower of Jesus, racial reconciliation 
is not an option—it is an imperative. We must seek the unity that Christ died to give us. 

Today we will begin by laying a gospel foundation, and then we will build off that foundation thinking 
through some of the things we heard from Ryan and Elvis. 

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ EPHESIANS 2:13-16.

The context for these verses is the formerly hostile relationship that existed between Jews and 
Gentiles. What do you know about this relationship at the time of the New Testament?

Few people in history have been more divided on racial, religious, and cultural lines than Jews and Gentiles 
were in Paul’s day. Jews viewed Gentiles as unclean and a threat to Jewish ideals and values. Gentiles viewed 
Jews as prideful and privileged with no room for anyone different than they were. The suspicions each had 
of each other were rooted in selfish pride, not unlike the fears we have of others who are different than us.

How has Christ destroyed hostility and made peace possible for all people (v. 14)?

How are Jews reconciled to God? What about Gentiles? How did Jesus’ death on the cross bring 
not only reconciliation between God and man, but also between different groups of people?

We don’t think about people as being Jews/Gentiles in our time, but we are divided nevertheless. 
What are some similar divisions in our time? 
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What role must the church play in breaking down these barriers? 

Jesus not only tore down the dividing wall of hostility between us and God, but also between us and other 
people. Paul demonstrated this by pointing out that Gentiles, who had once been separated from God and 
excluded from His covenant people, had now been brought into God’s new people —the church—through 
the death of Jesus. The church, then, when it is united chiefly in the person and work of Jesus Christ, is a 
powerful demonstration of the gospel.

When asked what the root cause of racism was, Ryan said pride while Elvis said the heart. Both 
roots are related because they both proceed from sin. If racism comes from sin, how does the 
gospel motivate us to address racism? 

How can we honor the cultural heritage of all people in the church, while also focusing on the 
gospel that has united us? 

Have any of you served in a cross-cultural ministry, either in a foreign country or in another 
culture different than your own domestically? Share about that experience. What did you learn? 

Think of the recent tragic police shootings that have brought attention to a specific plight in the 
black community. How did you think about and process these events? What motivated your 
response? What about the recent debates on immigration? 

Racism is a problem caused by sin; because of that, the church is the only group in the world that is able 
and qualified to address the root problem of racism. Thus, we cannot abdicate this issue to other social 
and governmental organizations. Furthermore, people of all races are created in the image of God and 
valuable to Him. We are called to bridge cultures with the gospel and invite all people to the hope and 
healing available at the foot of the cross. 

Do you have any genuine relationships with people who are of a different race than you? What 
have you learned from them? Why are these relationships so vital for us? 

How will you seek to love all people well? What is one big takeaway you have from our time 
Sunday?

APPLICATION

Ryan and Elvis helped to give us some ideas about how we can empathetically reach across 
cultures for the sake of the gospel. Did any of these resonate with you? Is there a specific area 
God is calling you to be involved? 
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Is this a group where people of different backgrounds and ethnicities could come and feel 
welcome? How can we keep and cultivate an environment where that can take place?

Our call is to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Why is crossing cultures 
the call of all Christians—not just specific Christians with a calling? 

PRAY

Praise God for uniting all people at the cross. Pray for our divided country and, in many cases, divided 
churches. Ask that 121 Community Church could continue to be a place where all people feel welcomed 
and loved in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

MEMORIZE

For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the 
dividing wall. – Ephesians 2:15

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.

COMMENTARY

EPHESIANS 2:13-16

2:13. Paul used the strong transitional phrase But now in Christ Jesus to point to the Gentiles’ new 
relationship in Christ. The Gentile believers no longer were in their alienated state. They knew Christ, took 
part in God’s covenant blessings, and had hope and fellowship with God. This remarkable turnaround took 
place “in Christ Jesus.” Those who trust in Him have a present salvation and a future hope.

2:14-16. Who made both groups one: This verse emphasizes the centrality of Jesus Christ in bringing 
Gentiles and Jews together, not only with one another but also with God. Christ is both our peace and 
our Peacemaker. His reconciling death on the cross has made the two—Jews and Gentiles—into one. 
Gentiles do not become Jews, but the two groups become one at a deeper level than ethnicity, forming 
Christ’s church. The new humanity is greater than the former humanity; God has torn down the dividing 
wall of hostility and removed the hatred forever. By “dividing wall” Paul likely had in mind the area in the 
Jerusalem temple that separated the court of the Gentiles from the temple. The temple was constructed 
on an elevated platform. Around it was the court of priests. East of this was the court of Israel. Farther east 
was the court of women. These three courts were all on the same elevation as the temple. From here a 
walled platform was five steps away. Fourteen steps away was another wall, which was the outer court of 
the Gentiles. There was an inscription on this wall warning Gentiles of their ensuing death if they entered 
the enclosure around the temple. In Christ this dividing wall was broken down, thus banishing the specific 
commandments that separated Jews from Gentiles because Gentiles did not observe the Jewish law. The 
burden of the commandments was taken away at the cross in our Lord’s crucified body.
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2:16. Reconcile both to God: The phrase extends the concept of “peace” and involves the idea of restoration 
to a unity. The goal was not merely to reconcile two groups but to reconcile them to God. The one body is 
the church, the new humanity, the place of peace. At the cross, everything that caused the disunion was 
destroyed.


