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BIG IDEA

God created all. Humans broke it. Jesus fixed it. He thought you were worth dying for. Do you think He is 
worth living for?

INTRODUCTION

Ross began his sermon with a story about a group of people from a false religion coming to his 
door to ask him about his faith. Have you ever had an encounter like this, where someone was 
basically giving you a free opportunity to share your faith? What was that like?

Did you feel prepared in that moment? Why or why not? How did it go?   

Maybe it was that time when a Mormon knocked on your door. Maybe you had a friend who was curious 
about why you go to church or read the Bible. Most of us have had opportunities to share our faith with 
someone else. The real challenge is what we do with those opportunities when they present themselves. 
Our goal in the “Invite” series has been to prepare you to share the gospel with your friends and invite them 
to Christ. Today we’ll look closer at what happens when someone is willing to listen to us about Jesus. 

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ COLOSSIANS 4:2-6.

Ross said, “The gospel is good news and we don’t just model it, we share it.” Are you more 
comfortable with modeling or sharing the gospel? Why are both necessary? 

We are to speak the “mystery of Christ” (v. 3). What does Paul mean when he uses the word 
“mystery”? Read Colossians 1:26-27 for help.

How has this mystery been revealed throughout the story of Scripture? 

How do we become fluent and familiar with this mystery in such a way that you could share it 
with someone? 

The mystery is the plan of God delivered once and for all to us in Scripture. It answers the question, “How 
can a holy God live with sinful people?” The mystery of Christ is the gospel message—the focal point of all 
of Scripture. As we fill ourselves with Scripture and renew our minds more and more by soaking in God’s 
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truth, we will become fluent in the language and themes of Scripture so that we can share them with other 
people who are willing to hear us out.

We recognize that many of us want to talk about Christ, but we don’t do so as much or as often 
as we like. What are some reasons people shy away from sharing Jesus with others? 

Why is sharing Jesus not simply for the extroverts or for those who may have a spiritual gift of 
evangelism? 

What would you say is the goal when you get the chance to share the gospel? Are goals even 
something we should have here? Why or why not? 

Whether fear of rejection, fear that you won’t know an answer, or some other kind of fear, most of us 
stop short of sharing the gospel more than we would like. However, communicating the gospel clearly is 
the responsibility of all Christians. All we can do in these gospel conversations is to articulate the gospel 
clearly. We cannot control how someone responds, but we can know the gospel inside out and learn 
how to share it.

On Sunday, we took notes while Ben shared the bridge method of sharing the gospel with us. 
Take some time and read Romans 6:23 together: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Using this verse, go over the diagram that 
Ben drew and share the gospel message with one another. Maybe even break up into pairs. 

Are there any parts of that method that you feel uncertain about? Which part is more comfortable 
for you to share? Which is most difficult? 

Why must a gospel presentation not simply be a presentation of facts, but also an invitation to 
respond?

In your experience, what resistance do people have for responding to the gospel?

The bridge is a simple presentational tool that most people can memorize. The key is not getting through a 
presentation, but being able to tell someone what you believe. Our hope as a church is to provide you with 
a tool that gets people to a place where they can respond. The gospel is more than an objective truth, it is a 
message that changes people from the inside out. Thus, we need to ask people if they will receive the truth, 
which might be the most difficult part. They may say no, but you can know that you have been obedient. 
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APPLICATION

What reservations do you still have about sharing the gospel? Share these with the group and 
help one another work through and overcome these fears.

What are some responsibilities and support we owe to one another as we seek to share the 
gospel with lost friends and neighbors?

Remind your group members about 121cc.com/OneVerse and 121cc.com/gospel to remind 
themselves of the gospel or to share it later. With whom might they be able to utilize these 
presentations?

PRAY

Pray that God would, over the next week, give you an opportunity to share the gospel as we modeled in 
church this Sunday. Ask that God would place people in your path who need to know Him and in whom He 
is already beginning to work. 

MEMORIZE

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. – 
Romans 6:23

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.

COMMENTARY

COLOSSIANS 4:2-6

Paul ended his epistle as he opened it, urging his readers to prayer. The structure of these verses resembles 
the opening prayers of the epistles. The only direct statement in these verses is, “Devote yourselves to 
prayer.” The command to pray concerned general watchfulness and Paul’s ministry. Paul hoped for an open 
door to be faithful to his calling and for clarity in communicating the message. In other epistles, Paul said, 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17) or its equivalent. The same general tone occurs here. The specific 
word translated “devote yourselves” means “to persist in.” Though the word is different, the meaning is the 
same. Prayer was to characterize the Colossian church.

Paul requested that they pray for an open door for the gospel (4:3). Paul always sought ways to communicate 
the gospel. In these verses, Paul disclosed the reason for his success in witness as well as the reason he 
hoped to speak. His success was because he looked to the Lord to supply the wisdom for the opportunity. 
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They were to pray that he would find an open door. The apostle lived for such opportunities that were often 
the redeeming virtues of his circumstances. He knew, however, that God provided these doors of ministry.

Paul asked for ability to walk through such doors as would open. Consistently in Colossians, the term 
“manifest” refers to revealing what is hidden (3:4). Paul looked for new situations in which he could make 
the gospel known. On the one hand, Paul did not pray specifically for a “preaching point,” as though that 
were the only approved means of spreading the gospel. On the other hand, v. 3 makes clear that Paul 
thought it imperative to speak the word. He hoped, therefore, for an oral ministry. He hoped further that he 
would do justice to the nature of the gospel so that the witness would be clear.

Having discussed a door of opportunity in ministry, Paul turned his thoughts to wise conduct. The verb used, 
which is translated “be wise in the way you act,” occurs frequently to identify proper conduct. Generally, 
translators use some form of the word “walk.” Wisdom provides a proper environment for the Christian’s 
walk. The theme of wisdom occurs frequently in this epistle, and that probably reflects a major concern of 
the false teachers as well. Literally, Paul said, “In wisdom be walking.” Thus godly wisdom encompasses the 
life, as well as the words. At the beginning of the epistle, Paul prayed for the Colossians to know wisdom; 
here he prayed for them to live it. The phrase “making the most” comes from a verb meaning “to buy up,” as 
if finding a bargain. Here it conveys the idea of making the most of one’s time spent with unbelievers.

Wisdom was necessary because of their Christian testimony. The “ones outside” needed examples of God’s 
wisdom. Paul’s concern was the non-Christians’ response to the gospel and the attitude of Christians toward 
them. Divine wisdom results in a positive witness.


