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BIG IDEA

Because God is a gracious and generous inviter, we, too, become like Him in inviting all kinds of people to 
Jesus! 

INTRODUCTION

Think about a time when you received an invitation that you really didn’t want to accept. What 
did you say or what excuse did you give to get out of it?  

In this series, we will be talking about inviting other people to Jesus. What are some excuses 
people make to avoid sharing Jesus’ invitation with others? 

Most of us have used a polite excuse to get out of an event at some time or another. This is what happened 
in a parable that Jesus told to a group of Pharisees in Luke 14. In the parable, a group of guests rejected 
the gracious invitation of a host with run of the mill excuses. When they rejected, their invitations went to 
unexpected guests who gladly accepted. Through this parable, we see that Jesus is interested in inviting all 
types of people into His kingdom. 

 UNDERSTANDING

Before we get into the text from Sunday, look back through Luke 14:1-14. What is the set up for 
the story Jesus was about to tell?

The setting for Luke 14:1-24 is a feast at the house of a leader among the Pharisees. The Pharisees had 
invited Jesus over in an attempt to continue to build their case against Him. Noticing the way people were 
sitting at the table, Jesus took the opportunity to teach about the kingdom of heaven. Rather than seeking 
a place of honor, the kingdom of heaven is found in giving the place of honor to another. The closing verse 
of this section shows that the people at the table had not yet grasped what Jesus was teaching. 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 14:15-20.

Read Revelation 19:7-9 also. To what was the man in verse 15 referring? What assumption did 
this person make? 

Ross said, “People prefer to live as if there is no God, but to die as if there is.” Explain what he 
meant by this. How closely do these words match your experience? 

What does the previous statement look like when it is lived out? What examples can you give? 
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People do not want to live with constraints on their lives. They want the ability to determine the course of 
their lives. The man in verse 15 missed the point of Jesus’ parable entirely. He saw himself as an included 
and honored guest. Jesus’ parable showed the man had much to learn. The desire for life on our own terms 
causes people to reject a gracious invitation. 

In the world of the New Testament, an invitation for an event would go out well in advance, and 
a second invitation would be extended to those who accepted the first. Rejecting this second 
invitation would have been incredibly rude. What types of excuses did the guests in verses 18-20 
offer? 

Were these good excuses? What would be a comparable excuse in the 21st century? Regardless 
of the quality of the reasons, why did these guests (and us today) let good things keep them from 
the best thing?  

The original guests used all manner of excuses to get out of their commitment to attend. Likewise, the 
Jewish leaders saw what Jesus’ kingdom would cost them, and they rejected it and Him. However, the party 
would still continue even though the honored guests refused. Their place of honor would go to people who 
were willing to accept the invitation.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 14:21-24.

Considering the context of this parable, who were the people who rejected the invitation? Read 
Luke 4:18-19. Who was the second group of people? 

Who was Jesus referring to in His third invite? Why would this invitation have been such a 
surprising invitation? 

In verse 23, the master told the slave to compel the extra guests to come to the dinner. Why did 
he use the word “compel”?  

Ross said, “Hospitality happens when we invite people into spaces where there is the opportunity 
to consider the invitation that God has given.” How does the gospel of Jesus Christ shape the 
way we extend hospitality? 

This parable likely saw the Jewish elite as those who rejected the master invitation, and the second group 
would have been those on the outskirts of Jewish life. The last group referred to Gentiles and those outside 
of a covenant relationship with God. Many in the second and third group would’ve seen an invitation like 
this as too good to be true, which is why the servant was called to compel them. Jesus has prepared a place 
for the desperate and needy to meet Him. 

Thinking about people in your life who have refused Jesus’ invitation, what would you say keeps 
most people from rejecting the invitation?
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How do we, who have accepted the invitation, still seek to define the terms of the invitation? How 
do you do this? What rights do we lose when we accept the invitation? 

Read 1 Peter 3:18. What is the purpose of Christ’s invitation? What is it an invitation to? 

Think back to the person in verse 15. What isn’t it an invitation to? 

Most people reject Christ’s invitation because they don’t realize how desperately they need to accept it. Sin 
blinds those who reject from accepting and even works in the lives of those who have accepted from seeing 
the implications of their RSVP. Accepting Jesus’ invitation is not merely a “get out of hell” free card, but an 
invitation to be a member of God’s family and a citizen who lives under God’s rule. It is not an invitation to 
come in, be comfortable, and go about living your life however you choose. Rather, it is an invitation to lose 
your life and find it (Lk. 17:33).

APPLICATION

On Sunday Ross said, “Our other relationships become better when Christ is first.” How are you 
seeking to make Christ first in your life? What impact is that having on your relationships?

What is the role of hospitality in the LifeGroup? Is this a place where the poor, crippled, and lame 
can come and find acceptance?  

To invite someone, you have to understand how. Take turns stating the gospel as succinctly as 
possible. How could you use this to start conversations with people around you?

PRAY

Praise God for inviting you to know Him and follow Him. Pray that you would honor your invitation by 
graciously extending that invitation to anyone who will listen. 

MEMORIZE

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, 
having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit – 1 Peter 3:18

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.
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COMMENTARY

LUKE 14:15-24

14:14-15. In contrast to Luke 6:20-22, which speaks of a present blessed state, this blessing occurs in the 
future at the resurrection. God will bless/repay. Jesus’ belief in the resurrection coincided with that of the 
Pharisees as opposed to the Sadducees, who denied the resurrection (Acts 23:8). Jesus’ teaching drew 
a comment from the crowd. A dinner guest pronounced a blessing on those who joined the heavenly 
banquet (cf. Isa. 25:6; Pss. 22:26; 23:5). Luke again does not concentrate on the man or his motive. Jesus 
remains center stage. The metaphor of the feast speaks of the messianic banquet and refers to participating 
in the resurrection of the righteous (14:14). This is another way of describing salvation and the inheritance 
of eternal life (cf. 18:18, 25-26). While sounding devout, the statement assumes that God’s kingdom is a 
distant abstraction rather than, as Jesus had been teaching, a present reality brought about by his coming.

14:16-24. Another parable ensued, also with a banquet theme. The host issued invitations. Then according 
to custom, at banquet time with the meal ready, he sent servants to remind the invited guests. Obviously, 
the gossip line had found something amiss with the banquet. Everyone quickly found an excuse not to 
come. The host was thoroughly snubbed. No one came. The excuses were ridiculous. You do not make 
financial deals of such magnitude without having assessed the value of the property purchased. You do 
not accept an invitation to a banquet in conflict with a wedding. Jesus was showing how easy and absurdly 
finances and family matters get in the way of more important things. They can cause you to miss God’s final 
heavenly banquet.

The host’s response was predictable: rage. Still, he said, we will have a glorious banquet. Go out in the streets 
and get anybody you can get to come. Those people in rags invited as second thoughts are the very ones 
Jesus had earlier instructed the host to invite (5:13). Inviting them robbed the host of any social standing in 
the community or with his family. He placed himself on the same social plane as the new invitees.

He could not immediately find enough of this class to fill his banquet hall. So he sent a second invitation. The 
upper class required two invitations to the banquet. The simple people on Jesus’ list came immediately. The 
second invitation was issued only in order to find more people. This may hint at Luke’s constant emphasis 
that Gentiles as well as Jews get an invitation to God’s banquet. The banquet host must represent God. 
The banquet is the inauguration of His kingdom. The original hosts are the upper-class Jews who were 
so tied to their social status, financial business, and family matters that they snubbed God. God rejected 
them and turned to the very ones the Jewish leaders looked on with contempt to find adequate guests for 
the heavenly banquet. Those who think they have a place reserved and assured in the heavenly feast find 
themselves on the outside looking in.


