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BIG IDEA

The success of the invitation is largely determined by what happens behind closed doors in prayer.

INTRODUCTION

Have you ever planned a large party or celebration such as a wedding? What went into preparing  
for that event? 

At what point prior to the event did you send out invitations? What is some information that you 
had to have nailed down before sending the invitations? What plans or preparations were you 
able to put off until later? 

Most large scale events would not be successful without planning. Consider a wedding. If you are married, 
one of the major benchmarks of the process is sending an invitation. However, before that can happen, 
several other benchmarks have to be met: you need a venue, a date, a time, details about a receptions, 
not to mention choosing the invitation itself. Other information like the order of service or food at the 
receptions can come later, but in order for anyone to attend, an invitation has to be sent. 

When we are thinking about inviting people to Christ, some parts of that invitation can be adjusted 
personally, but the crucial first step that goes before every invitation is the practice of prayer. 

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ COLOSSIANS 4:2.

What does the word “devote” or “devotion” mean? What in your life would you say that you are 
devoted to? 

Based on your definition, what is Paul advising that believers should be devoted to? What might 
this look like in our lives? 

Read 1 Peter 5:8-9 and Matthew 26:41. Why do we need to be alert when we pray? What is 
trying to steal our focus? How have you felt both of these stressors in your prayer life? 

If you were simply alert in your prayer and changed nothing else about your spiritual habits, what 
impact do you imagine it might have in your encounters with those who don’t know Jesus?
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INVITE 121

Devotion is absolute commitment. We are devoted to our families, our work, and even our favorite sports 
teams. Above all that though, we must be devoted to Jesus in a way that rivals all our other commitments. 

It’s difficult to be devoted to someone that you never speak to. Being devoted to prayer simply means to 
be involved in regular conversations with God. The Devil and our sinful nature try and keep us from this 
pursuit, but in order to be someone who regularly invites people to Christ, we must begin the process with 
prayer in the big and small things in life.   

Ross shared this quote from William Cowper, “Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint 
upon his knees.”  Based upon what we just read about Satan in 1 Peter 5, does it surprise you 
that this lion can be tamed by this one simple act of submission? If you look at your life, does it 
show that you agree with Cowper?  

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ COLOSSIANS 4:3-6. 

When Paul used the word “mystery,” which he does often in Colossians, what is he talking 
about? How has this mystery been revealed to you?

Paul was a very bold person, yet he was still intentional about praying for open doors. What is the 
connection between prayer and open doors? 

On Sunday, Ross talked about Tony Romo, and how even though this Cowboys season didn’t go 
the way Romo had hoped, he is still using his platform to share his faith. What platforms has God 
given you to magnify Him and share your faith? 

As you look through verse 5-6, what practical advice about inviting comes from these verses? 

Prayer is the mechanism God uses to bring us together with His will. As we get to know Him better, our 
hearts are molded and shaped and brought in line with His. Few of us will ever enjoy a national platform the 
way Romo does, but we have smaller platforms in everyday life where there are people who do not know 
the Lord. God loves these people and wants to save them. Praying helps us look at our platform from God’s 
perspective. 

Reflect on the points for prayer for the inviter (prayer for the inviter; open doors; boldness and 
clarity speaking about Jesus; wise conduct; making the most out of the opportunity; gracious 
speech, and right response to each person) and the invited (minded unblinded; walls torn down; 
thoughts captive to the obedience of Christ). Are there any of these you pray regularly? Any that 
you need to add to your prayer life? Discuss the benefits of these prayers as a group.

As Ross encouraged, consider devoting time at the end of your group to intentionally praying 
these prayers. 
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APPLICATION

Do you consider yourself an inviter? If so, how are you praying for yourself? If not, what needs to 
happen for you to become an inviter?

Ross talked about his friend Simon and how he prayed for other people who know Jesus to 
encounter him. What would it look like for you to pray this prayer for other people in this group 
and the people they are inviting? 

Who do you need to invite to Jesus? Share a couple of names with the group and ask for prayer. 
If you can’t think of anyone, where is one place you could meet and befriend a lost person?

Do any of your group members have questions? We want to be involved in those questions. 
Encourage them to text 817-756-9293 with any additional question they might have throughout 
the week. 

PRAY

Take the outline of the prayer for the inviter - open doors - boldness an clarity speaking about Jesus - wise 
conduct - make the most out of the opportunity - gracious speech - right response to each person - and lift 
your own prayer up to Jesus asking for success inviting others to Jesus. Next prayer for the invited minded 
unblinded - walls torn down - thoughts captive to the obedience of Christ. Using Colossians 4:2-6 and 2 
Corinthians 4:3-4 and 10:3-5

MEMORIZE

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving – Colossians 4:2

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.
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COMMENTARY

COLOSSIANS 4:2-6

Paul ended his epistle as he opened it, urging his readers to prayer. The structure of these verses resembles 
the opening prayers of the epistles. The only direct statement in these verses is, “Devote yourselves to 
prayer.” The command to pray concerned general watchfulness and Paul’s ministry. Paul hoped for an open 
door to be faithful to his calling and for clarity in communicating the message. In other epistles, Paul said, 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17) or its equivalent. The same general tone occurs here. The specific 
word translated “devote yourselves” means “to persist in.” Though the word is different, the meaning is the 
same. Prayer was to characterize the Colossian church.

Paul requested that they pray for an open door for the gospel (4:3). Paul always sought ways to communicate 
the gospel. In these verses, Paul disclosed the reason for his success in witness as well as the reason he 
hoped to speak. His success was because he looked to the Lord to supply the wisdom for the opportunity. 
They were to pray that he would find an open door. The apostle lived for such opportunities that were often 
the redeeming virtues of his circumstances. He knew, however, that God provided these doors of ministry.

Paul asked for ability to walk through such doors as would open. Consistently in Colossians, the term 
“manifest” refers to revealing what is hidden (3:4). Paul looked for new situations in which he could make 
the gospel known. On the one hand, Paul did not pray specifically for a “preaching point,” as though that 
were the only approved means of spreading the gospel. On the other hand, v. 3 makes clear that Paul 
thought it imperative to speak the word. He hoped, therefore, for an oral ministry. He hoped further that he 
would do justice to the nature of the gospel so that the witness would be clear.

Having discussed a door of opportunity in ministry, Paul turned his thoughts to wise conduct. The verb used, 
which is translated “be wise in the way you act,” occurs frequently to identify proper conduct. Generally, 
translators use some form of the word “walk.” Wisdom provides a proper environment for the Christian’s 
walk. The theme of wisdom occurs frequently in this epistle, and that probably reflects a major concern of 
the false teachers as well. Literally, Paul said, “In wisdom be walking.” Thus godly wisdom encompasses the 
life, as well as the words. At the beginning of the epistle, Paul prayed for the Colossians to know wisdom; 
here he prayed for them to live it. The phrase “making the most” comes from a verb meaning “to buy up,” as 
if finding a bargain. Here it conveys the idea of making the most of one’s time spent with unbelievers.

Wisdom was necessary because of their Christian testimony. The “ones outside” needed examples of God’s 
wisdom. Paul’s concern was the non-Christians’ response to the gospel and the attitude of Christians toward 
them. Divine wisdom results in a positive witness.


