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BIG IDEA

What happened in Bethlehem not only changed history, it changes your story as God breaks through darkness 
and turns fear into hope. 

INTRODUCTION

What are some of the most meaningful Christmas traditions for your family?

Which songs do you think best reflect the true meaning of Christmas?

How would you describe the world into which Jesus came?

The Christmas story never grows old. Indeed, it should be fresh to us every year. Of course, it’s not just a 
holiday for the Christian—it’s a holy day. Yet, the first Christmas had none of the festivity and celebration 
that we have seen come to accompany this time of year in our time. Jesus was born in Bethlehem as a result 
of a census that was ordered by the rule of the world. By his decree, all families returned to their homeland, 
which for Joseph meant Bethlehem, the city of David. In this city of little renown, God used the orders of a 
human king to bring about the birth of the King of the universe. 

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:1-7.

Luke’s record of Jesus’ birth is both simple and magnificent. Luke’s record framed Jesus’ birth in historical 
terms while dramatically demonstrating how God chose to invade human history. God worked through the 
ordinary plans of government officials to bring Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem for Jesus’ birth, and then 
used common people to spread the extraordinary message of His birth.

As with his other writings, Luke gave the historical setting of the birth of Jesus. What implications 
does this setting suggest about the world into which Jesus came?

How did Luke contrast the power of an earthly ruler with the humility of the ruler of the universe? 

When did you first sense that Jesus wanted to enter and reign “your world”?
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Verse 7 says that there was “no room for them in the inn.” While this is certainly a historical 
event, how does it also serve as a metaphor for what happens with people’s rejection of Jesus 
today?

Jesus humbled Himself in ways beyond our understanding. This is how much He loved us—that He stepped 
out of heaven into a manger for us. And that was just the beginning.

Eric said that God has come to us and “made His home with the hopeless.” What do the 
circumstances of Jesus’ birth teach us about the character of God? 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:8-20.

Look closer at verses 10-11. Where do you see the gospel of Jesus Christ in these verses? 

How does that good news drive out fear and bring hope? Where do you most need that hope in 
your life today? 

What do the titles given to Jesus—“Savior,” “Christ,” and “Lord”—mean? Where have we tried 
to take these titles and make them our own? Why should we want Jesus to be all of these things 
and not ourselves? 

We want to be in control, but when we are in control the results never go as we planned. The truth is, sinful 
people are not good at being in control, and they are utterly hopeless at being a Savior. What we need most 
of all is for Jesus to come to us, drive out fear, and bring hope. This happens when we embrace the gospel 
message the angels shared. For us, a Savior has been born. He is Christ—the annointed One—the one who 
has full control over history. The gospel brings light to the darkness and chaos of our lives. 

Eric said that we often relate to God as “we live on the first floor and He lives on the second,” 
and we can just walk up there when we need Him. Why is this the wrong way to think about our 
relationship with God? 

When have you been guilty of relating to God that way? What is a better way to relate to God? 

One of the more surprising aspects of Luke 2 is that God saw fit to reveal Himself to shepherds, who were 
lowly members of society. They were ritually unclean because of their dealing with animals. These aren’t 
the people we would’ve chosen. We default to relating to God through the lens of our importance and self-
sufficiency. However, all of us desperately need God. For us to know Him, He has to step into history and 
reveal Himself. Like the shepherds, we are poor and lowly and in need of the hope God brings. The hope of 
Christmas is that this hope has come to us in Jesus. 
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APPLICATION

How did you receive the message that Jesus came to save you when you first heard it? Who did 
you first tell once you placed your faith in Jesus?

What does your enthusiasm to tell others about Jesus and what He’s done in your life say about 
your relationship with Him?

How can you honor Jesus with your Christmas celebrations in a way that leads others to make 
Him the hope of their lives? Who do you know that needs to hear the true message of Christmas?

PRAY

For your closing prayer time, give your group members the opportunity to voice prayers of worship and 
praise to God for what Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection means to them. Encourage them to use this as a 
time to worship God together through prayer.

MEMORIZE

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which 
will be for all the people.’” – Luke 2:10

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.

COMMENTARY

LUKE 2:1-20

2:1. Augustus (meaning “Exalted,” a title approved by the Roman Senate in 27 BC) was the Roman Caesar 
from 31 BC to AD 14. This decree . . . that the whole empire should be registered was a census for the 
purposes of taxation and military service.

2:2. It is thought that Quirinius served two terms as Roman governor of Syria: from 6 to 4 BC, and then AD 
6 to 9. Jesus was born during the period of the first registration. There was also a census registration in 
Quirinius’s second term (Ac 5:37).

2:3-4. His own town refers not to where Joseph presently lived (Nazareth in Galilee) but to the town of his 
ancestral roots (Bethlehem in Judea), which was called the city of David because King David grew up there 
(1Sm 16:1). Joseph was descended from David (LK 1:27). The trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem would have 
taken three days and covered roughly ninety miles.



L
IF

E
 G

R
O

U
P

 G
U

ID
E

DECEMBER 3, 2017 4

JESUS 121

2:5-6. As months before in 1:27, Mary at this time was still only engaged to Joseph because they had not 
yet consummated their marriage via intercourse. Nevertheless, she was pregnant and ready to give birth.

2:7. The words her firstborn Son naturally implies that Mary later had other children (Mt 13:55-56). That 
baby Jesus was laid . . . in a manger indicates that the family was forced to stay in a stable, or perhaps a cave 
that served as a stable, because there was no other room available in Bethlehem.

2:8. The sheep used for temple sacrifices in Jerusalem were kept in fields outside Bethlehem. The work of 
shepherds was more important at night because of the threats from thieves and predators. Though the 
social position of shepherds was lowly, the role is often viewed positively in the Bible. God is pictured as a 
shepherd (Gn 49:24; Ps 23:1). King David was the shepherd of God’s people (2Sm 5:2). Jesus called himself 
“the good shepherd” (Jn 10:11).

2:9-10. The glory of the Lord was a bright light (in the midst of the darkness of night), indicating God’s 
glorious presence. It is only natural to be terrified at the sight of an angel, not to mention a sudden, 
overwhelming light from the sky. The angel spoke to calm the shepherds and refocus their attention on the 
proclamation of the gospel (good news). All the people could refer to Israel, but given Luke’s emphasis on 
the gospel spreading to the Gentiles, it probably means “all nations.”

2:11-12. Savior means “deliverer, redeemer.” Messiah (Gk christos, equivalent to the Hb meshiach) means 
“anointed one,” especially focusing on being anointed as king. Lord (Gk kurios) was used of secular rulers, 
but it is also the standard translation of the primary name of God in Hebrew, Yahweh. The shepherds would 
have been shocked to hear that a divine messianic ruler had been born, but to be told he was lying in a 
manger and born to a man and woman of humble means would have seemed preposterous.

2:13-14. The praise of the heavenly host is well-known today as the “Gloria in Excelsis Deo,” from the first 
words of v. 14 in the Latin Vulgate (Glory to God in the highest). To give “glory to God” does not give him 
something he otherwise lacks. Rather, it is a confession of the wondrous glory he forever possesses. The 
peace to be found on earth was not the Pax Romana (the “universal peace” of the Roman Empire) but peace 
with God through faith in Jesus Christ. The people whom God favors are those who have found God’s 
undeserved favor, or grace, through Christ.

2:18. All who heard it included anyone in or around Bethlehem with whom the shepherds had the 
opportunity to share their story (vv. 8-14).

2:19. It is possible that Luke gained much of his knowledge about what happened in chaps. 1 and 2 from 
talking to Mary, who recalled the things she had “treasured” in her heart.

2:20. The shepherds returned to the fields outside Bethlehem to tend their flocks. They were glorifying and 
praising God because everything they found in Bethlehem was just as the angel said it would be (vv. 10-12).


