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BIG IDEA

God is well-pleased with Christ, so we place our identity in Him.

INTRODUCTION

What is your favorite Christmas tradition? What is your least favorite?

What is one way you’d like to change the way your family celebrates Christmas? Why?

While Christmas is often referred to as “the most wonderful time of the year,” it doesn’t always feel that 
way given how busy we are and how many different things compete for our attention at Christmas time. 
Today, as we look at John the Baptist’s ministry and His baptism of Jesus, we will be challenged to turn away 
from those things that distract from a sincere devotion to Christ. In so doing, we will seek to look past the 
trappings of the wrappings to what is most important about Christmas —the incarnation of the Son of God.

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 3:15-18.

John’s preaching and the subsequent response of sinners were powerful demonstrations of God’s power. 
Those who witnessed these amazing events watched expectantly. Israel had been waiting for the Messiah, 
the Anointed One of God. The people debated in their minds, wondering whether John the Baptist was 
the Christ.

According to Luke 3:15-16, how was John different from Jesus?

Put John’s warning in verse 17 into your own words. Why was this important to note in a 
conversation about repentance and the coming Messiah?

John’s reference to the Messiah’s being more powerful indicated that the Messiah had greater authority, not 
just more strength or ability than John. John’s authority was an endowed power, given to him by God who 
called him. The Messiah’s authority is inherent in Himself. His is the power to save and His is the authority 
to judge. It’s important to note that the events described in Luke 3:19-20 are not given in chronological 
sequence, since John could not have baptized Jesus while he was in prison. Luke wrapped up his discussion 
of John’s ministry before moving on to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. John was arrested at some point 
after Jesus began His public ministry.
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> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 3:21-22.      

Luke used two accounts in Luke 3:21-38 to describe Jesus’ credentials as the Messiah. First was Jesus’ 
baptism, at which the heavenly Father audibly affirmed Jesus as His Son. 

Eighteen years had passed since Jesus, at the age of 12, went to the temple and listened to 
the religious teachers. Why do you think He chose to go to a river to announce the start of His 
ministry, rather than back to the temple? What did He accomplish through this action?

Why was Jesus baptized, even though He didn’t need to repent of His sins?

Luke continued to emphasize Jesus’ connection with humble people and set the stage for Jesus’ work on 
behalf of sinful humanity. Jesus was not baptized for the forgiveness of sins, as were all the other people 
whom John baptized. Rather, Jesus was baptized to identify Himself and His ministry with the ministry and 
message of His forerunner. By being at the river that day, He associated with repentant sinners.

What do we learn about Jesus in verse 22? 

How did Jesus’ baptism underscore His role as mediator between God and us?

In His baptism, Jesus showed His humanity in obedience to God and in identification with sinners. In His 
baptism, Jesus showed Himself to be divine by the witness of the Father and the Holy Spirit. In His baptism, 
Jesus, both human and divine, pointed to His mediation between God and man in which He reconciles man 
to God. God’s plan of salvation was centered on Jesus, and the Father’s proclamation as well as the Holy 
Spirit’s descension in the form of a dove authenticated His deity and authority as God on earth. 

Why was God well pleased with Jesus? Why is this significant? 

What does that statement tell us about God? About Jesus? 

When God takes pleasure in Himself, why is that not egotistical, but necessary? 

How does the relationship that Jesus enjoys with the Father apply to us as God’s adopted 
children by our faith in Jesus? 

God delights in being God. Part of being God is endlessly seeking His own glory. In a person this would be 
selfish and sinful, but for God to delight in Himself, He is actually seeking out the highest good. There is 
nothing better than God. He could find nothing else more perfect and pure to celebrate. When He celebrates 
Himself and His Son, He is leading us to do the same. Only when we find the highest good in God do we 
enter into a relationship with Him where God will be “well pleased” with us by the benefit of our relationship 
with Jesus. 
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APPLICATION

How does this story relate to the Christmas story?

How does knowing that God is well pleased with you change the way you see yourself? 

Who do you know that does not know that God is pleased with them? What difference might this 
make for them to hear that, in Christ, God accepts and loves them? 

PRAY

Praise God for the sinless Savior in whom He is well pleased, the Savior who came to dwell with mankind. 
Thank God for His perfect and absolute sacrifice this Christmas season, and pray for the opportunity to 
share God’s pleasure with someone else this week. 

MEMORIZE

and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of 
heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.” - Luke 3:22

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App
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COMMENTARY

LUKE 3:15-22

3:15-17. John knew that the throngs of people wondered if he was the long-awaited Messiah. He answered 
that there was no comparison between him baptizing with water and Messiah baptizing with the Holy 
Spirit (see Ac 1:5; 2:4; 1Co 12:13) and fire of judgment. On winnowing, see Ru 3:1-3. Chaff (symbolizing 
unbelievers) is the worthless husk that covers wheat (standing for believers); it is separated at harvest and 
burned. A fire that never goes out refers, ultimately, to the eternal lake of fire (Rv 20:10,14-15).

3:18. As well as preaching related to repentance (v. 3), John also proclaimed good news consistent with the 
message Messiah was prophesied to deliver.

3:19. Antipas divorced his wife, the daughter of King Aretas IV of Arabia, so he could marry the wife of his 
brother Philip (Mt 14:3). Such a marriage was forbidden by Mosaic law (Lv 18:16; 20:21).

3:20 The events here are not given in chronological sequence, since John could not have baptized Jesus 
while he was in prison. Luke wrapped up his discussion of John’s ministry before moving on to the beginning 
of Jesus’s ministry. John was arrested at some point after Jesus began his public ministry (Jn 3:22-24). 
Josephus, the Jewish historian, stated John was held in the Machaerus prison, east of the Dead Sea.

3:21-22. Jesus was not baptized for the forgiveness of sins, as were all the other people whom John 
baptized. Rather, Jesus was baptized to identify himself and his ministry with the ministry and message 
of his forerunner. Prayer, especially Jesus’s praying, is a strong emphasis of Luke’s Gospel. This is the first 
of three times in the Gospels when a voice from heaven spoke about Jesus. The other two were at the 
transfiguration and in the temple during Passion Week (Jn 12:28). This is a relatively rare scriptural passage 
in which all three persons of the Godhead are mentioned: (1) the Father who said, you are my beloved Son, 
(2) Jesus the Divine Son, who was being baptized, and (3) the Holy Spirit who was in physical appearance 
like a dove. The words “you are my beloved Son” echo Ps 2:7, while with you I am well-pleased looks back to 
a key prophecy of the messianic servant in Is 42:1.


