
1

121 COMMUNITY CHURCH
IDENTIFYING WITH JESUS IN PERSECUTION
JULY 30, 2017L

IF
E

 G
R

O
U

P
 G

U
ID

E

JULY 30, 2017

BIG IDEA

 Those who are truly happy are the ones who identify with Jesus by being persecuted just as He was.

INTRODUCTION

Ross opened our time together on Sunday by talking about the various forms of persecution our 
brothers and sisters around the world are enduring today. What surprised you about what you 
heard?

Ross also shared encouraging news coming out of Iran. What surprised you about the joy of 
Christ in such a dark place?

Did either of the stories challenge your thinking? Explain.

Persecution is a global experience that is present wherever the church exists. Jesus’ teachings on sin and 
grace are so countercultural that many people resist Jesus and His followers with violence, insults, and 
other types of persecution. Yet, the pattern has always been that persecution only strengthens the church. 
Today we are going to look at the blessing of persecution.

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 5:10-12.

The Beatitudes are all related to one another. Look back at the Beatitude that we studied last 
week. When would seeking peace with all people actually lead to our persecution?

Ross taught us the root word for “persecuted” in the language of the New Testament is 
“pursued.” How does this help us understand the goal of persecutors? How would the original 
audience of Matthew’s Gospel have understood this word? 

Read 2 Timothy 3:12 and Luke 6:26. How does this challenge your idea of what it means to 
follow Jesus? Where do you find yourself in these verses? 

Why should we take a step back and examine our lives if we only see people speaking well of us?
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Jesus said that those who seek peace are blessed (5:9). However, in the very next verse, He shows that those 
who seek peace with others will encounter opposition. Persecute comes from a word that means to hunt 
down and pursue. It comes to all those who have found the peace of Christ and should be expected as 
normal (remember, in the Beatitudes Jesus is describing what we have called “ordinary Christianity”). The 
rest of the New Testament confirms that we should not be troubled if we are being persecuted. On the 
contrary, we should be troubled if we aren’t.

Why do these verses not mean that we should go and seek out persecution? 

Ross mentioned a few examples of things we consider persecution that are actually not (people 
not liking you because you are rude or offensive, our political identity, etc.). What are some other 
things we consider to be persecution today, but do not fit with what Jesus had in mind in these 
verses? What have you considered persecution that really isn’t?

Read 1 Peter 3:14-17. What additional insight do these verses give us into understanding what 
true persecution is? How do they help us understand how we should respond to persecution?

Seeking persecution is not wise; we don’t live to experience hardship. Rather, we see the good of Christ 
through our hardship. These verses are not a call to seek persecution, but an expression of the grace of 
God in an inevitable experience. Yet, we need to be careful to not consider all mistreatment persecution. 
Often we claim persecution when we are speaking for Christ in a way that does not honor Him. Peter, who 
experienced his share of persecution, advised that persecution is what happens when we are living quiet, 
Christ-honoring lives, seeking the good of others. The message of the gospel is offensive to people who do 
not believe it. We should not seek to add an offense. 

Why would living righteously cause someone to lash out against us?

Read John 15:18-23. When someone seeks to persecute you, who is it that they really hate?

Why do people want to lash out at Jesus? What is it about Jesus that makes Him unwelcome in 
the marketplace of ideas?

Read Hebrews 12:1-3. What comfort do we have from Jesus no matter what we walk through?

Living righteously has a way of highlighting other people’s sins. Lost people reject the idea of an absolute 
moral standard because it makes a claim on their lives. The gospel shows that our works are not enough 
and that we are deeply broken. Most people do not want to see that they are broken, so they respond 
negatively. Yet, persecutors are not lashing out at us; they are against the One whom we serve. 

Jesus was opposed to the point of death. He was executed in the cruelest and most humiliating way 
imaginable. Our message is not different than His, and we should not expect a different response from 
the one He received. Yet, we see both the agony and the victory of the cross side by side. Because Jesus 
was persecuted, we walk through hardship with the hope and promise of His grace. He is with us. He 



L
IF

E
 G

R
O

U
P

 G
U

ID
E

JULY 30, 2017 3

WHAT IS TRUE HAPPINESS? 121

understands. He loves us and loves the persecutors as well. We are blessed because the path of persecution 
is the path of Jesus.

APPLICATION

Have you ever experienced persecution? If so, how? If not, why do you think that is?

If we are living for Christ openly and honestly, we will experience persecution. How can we 
support one another when persecution comes? 

How can we come to the aid of our brothers and sisters around the world who are suffering 
through persecution? 

PRAY

Lift up Hebrews 12:1-3 as your prayer: “Since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us 
also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.”

MEMORIZE

Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. – Matthew 5:10

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.
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COMMENTARY

MATTHEW 5:10-12

Persecution is familiar to all who are oppressed and downtrodden. However, Jesus did not offer the kingdom 
of heaven as a blanket blessing to all victims of persecution everywhere for all causes. He offered it only to 
those who are persecuted because of righteousness (5:10) and because of me (5:11). Kingdom honor is not 
granted as compensation for the unfairness of life, but as a blessing on those who have actively pursued 
true kingdom righteousness and have been persecuted for it.

The Old Testament prophets were regarded as heroes to the Jews (5:12; see also 2 Chron. 36:16; Matt. 23:29-
36; Acts 7:51-53; James 5:10). Their endurance of persecution elevated them further in the people’s eyes. 
Jesus here showed the continuity between the ministry of the prophets and the ministry of the kingdom 
servant. Both are serving the same cause, advancing the same kingdom, and serving the same king. Jesus 
promised that both would suffer the same abuse, but that both would also receive indescribable reward in 
heaven. So both have cause for rejoicing in spite of their temporal circumstances.

Jesus wished to highlight this final Beatitude by expanding on it in a way that he did with none of the other 
seven. Persecution by the king’s enemies was one of the most significant marks of a kingdom servant, and 
it will continue to be a theme throughout Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus also went beyond the formula Blessed 
are to say, Rejoice, and be glad. He gave special hope and courage to those whose righteousness is of such 
tenacity and brilliance that the enemies of the kingdom are moved to snuff it out.


