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BIG IDEA

Jesus is presented in the temple and recognized as salvation for all people.

INTRODUCTION

What is something you waited a long time to do, such as leave home, get married, have a baby, 
or get your dream job?

What was your greatest expectation for that event?

Did the event live up to your expectation?

Sometimes events in life greatly exceed our expectations, and other times they fail to live up to the hype 
in our minds. Simeon had lived in anticipation of God’s promised Messiah. Recognizing Jesus as the One 
through whom salvation would be made available to all people, Simeon offered praise to God. Following 
his example, we should recognize and receive the salvation God offers us in Jesus, and we should make 
praise to God for His salvation a prominent element of our lives.

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:21-24.

What is the significance of the name “Jesus”?

What do these events reveal about Jesus’ earthly parents? How did they seek to obediently follow 
God?

How did Jesus begin to identify with us from the outset of His earthly life? Why are details like 
this in the gospel story significant? 

Even though it is not emphasized, Jesus’ circumcision reveals the solidarity of God’s Son with His people, 
namely, that He was born under the law (Gal 4:4)., and He was born into humble circumstances as the 
sacrifices of His parents point to their meager means. Luke did not specify who named the child (cf. Luke 
1:31), but Mary and Joseph knew what to name the child from the angelic message they received. The Son 
with His parents fulfilled all righteousness in fulfilling all the Law, as Luke repeatedly emphasized. Jesus’ 
earthly parents sought to obey the will of God to the smallest of details. 
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> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:25-35.

What was Simeon waiting for? What do you think “the consolation of Israel” means?

Simeon was “looking for the consolation of Israel.” This referred to the hope Israel had in regard to God’s 
plan for the nation. More specifically, it referred to the Messiah’s role in that plan. Simeon lived with the 
anticipation that God’s promised Deliverer could come at any time.

Simeon lived in expectation of the Messiah’s coming. If we lived expectantly for Christ’s return, 
what would change in how we live our lives? 

How did Simeon recognize Jesus? What is the relationship between Simeon’s righteousness and 
devotion and his being able to recognize who Jesus was? 

How can we become more in tune with God’s plan so that we recognize God’s work? 

What we learn from Simeon is that an intimate, personal relationship with God enables us to recognize God’s 
work and respond to His leading. Simeon was walking in a right relationship with God. He was anticipating 
the Messiah’s coming, which indicates that he took God’s promises seriously. In addition, “he came in the 
Holy Spirit” (v. 27). Finally, Simeon was worshiping God in the temple. God used Simeon’s worship time to 
communicate Jesus’ identity and mission.

What did Simeon predict about the mission of Jesus? What suffering did He identify?

What does it mean that Jesus is “a light for revelation to the Gentiles”?

The word translated “Gentiles” in verse 32 is from the Greek word ethnos, meaning “nations.” It’s the same 
word Jesus used in the Great Commission, “go and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). The coming 
of Jesus was more than a fulfillment of Israel’s messianic hopes. Jesus is the light revealing and providing 
God’s way of salvation for all people. Though Israel has always had a special place in God’s plan, God’s plan 
of redemption includes both Jews and Gentiles (see Isa. 40:5; 42:6; 49:6; 52:9-10).

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:36-40.

How did Luke describe Anna? How was she anticipating the Messiah?

Why do you think Luke included Anna in this account of Jesus’ purification at the temple?

Ancient Israel and Rome were male-dominated cultures, and yet Luke included this episode of a female 
prophet worshiping Jesus. Including this story would not have impressed anyone in Luke’s day. This further 
illustrates the truth of verses 29-32, that Jesus came to be Savior to all people. In addition to race, Anna’s 
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inclusion reminds us that Jesus’ sacrifice is for all regardless of sex or social status. Anna shines as an example 
of what it means to delight in Christ.

APPLICATION

In what ways has a past encounter with Jesus been a turning point in your life? How could a 
personal encounter with Jesus change your life today?

How can you help others recognize the Savior during this advent season?

How are you living out the expectation that you have in Christ your Savior?

PRAY

Lead your group in prayer, praising God for the salvation He has provided in Jesus. Ask Him to help group 
members to keep their focus on Jesus and become more aware of opportunities to share with others the 
message of salvation through Him.

MEMORIZE

And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and 
devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. – Luke 2:25

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.

COMMENTARY

LUKE 2:20-40.

2:20. The shepherds returned to the fields outside Bethlehem to tend their flocks. They were glorifying and 
praising God because everything they found in Bethlehem was just as the angel said it would be (vv. 10-12).

2:22-24.  The days of their purification lasted another thirty-three days after the child’s circumcision (Lv 12:2-
8). To present him to the Lord was what was done with every firstborn male in Israel (Ex 13:2,12).

2:25-26. Like Zechariah and Elizabeth, Simeon was a righteous person. Israel’s consolation spoke of the 
comfort and hope the people had in regard to God’s plan for his people, but, more specifically, it referred 
to Messiah’s role in that plan. In the OT, the Holy Spirit came on a few selected people (Nm 24:2; 1Sm 10:10; 
16:13). After the day of Pentecost, the Spirit has indwelt all believers (Jn 14:16-17; 1Co 3:16). The Holy Spirit 
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filled Zechariah so he could prophesy about John (Lk 1:67-79). In this case, the Spirit assured Simeon that he 
would live long enough to see the Messiah, so that he could prophesy about Jesus (2:29-32).

2:27. The Holy Spirit guided Simeon to the right place (the temple) at the right time (when the child Jesus was 
brought to perform . . . what was customary under the law). 2:28-32. Simeon’s words here are traditionally 
called the “Nunc Dimittis,” from wording in the Latin Vulgate translation. Simeon’s Divine Master had kept 
his promise that he would live to see Christ (i.e., your salvation), so he could now die (dismiss your servant). 
God’s salvation in Christ (v. 30) is for all peoples (the Gentiles and Israel). The worldwide scope of the gospel 
is Luke’s ongoing theme in both of his writings (his Gospel and the book of Acts).

2:33-35. Legally, Joseph was Jesus’s father even though it was the Holy Spirit who caused Mary to conceive. 
Jesus was a spiritual divider of society (a sign . . . opposed). In considering the gospel about Christ, many in 
Israel “fell” eternally due to unbelief and others rose by faith to eternal life. Mary would suffer great pain in 
watching Jesus be rejected and executed. How people respond to Jesus is the difference between pardon 
and condemnation, eternity in heaven or hell.

2:36-38. The immediate shift of focus from Simeon, a male who prophesied, to Anna, the prophetess, fits 
with Luke’s emphasis on women. The other prophetesses mentioned in the NT are Philip’s daughters (Ac 
21:8-9). If Anna had been married for seven years and a widow for eighty-four years, she was well over a 
hundred years old. The Greek text can also be read to mean that she was a widow until age eighty-four, 
but that reading does not fit the circumstances well. Besides being a prophetess, Anna’s other ministry 
included devotion to prayer. Since Jerusalem was the Jewish capital, the redemption of Jerusalem means 
the redemption of all the people of Israel.

2:39. Luke did not include several of the well-known incidents that appear in the Gospel of Matthew, 
including the visit of the magi and the trip to Egypt to avoid an attempt by Herod the Great to kill the infant 
Messiah (Mt 2:1-23).

2:40. This description of Jesus as a young boy is similar to that of John the Baptist in 1:80. The additional 
elements emphasized that Jesus was filled with wisdom, and God’s grace was on him (see the similar 
description of Stephen in Ac 6:8,10).


