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Dear Parents of the Senior Class,

Congratulations on making it to this momentous 9e@his will be an exciting year for
both you and your senior. It will hold many newpexiences and memories that will
include the senior leadership retreat, homecondtigetic seasons, concerts, banquets,
senior trip, school dramas, not to mention, tal®Ag and ACT exams, filling out
college applications, FAFSA forms, etc.

It is our desire to partner with you in hopes a$ theing a memorable, life-changing year
as your senior finishes a very important phaséei life. We are committed to doing

all that we can to ensure that this year will betv@od desires it to be. The Lord has
been faithful in bringing you to this point, and el see you through it. We will be
praying with you for His special leading in yourildrs life.

For BCS and Christian Education,

Phil Gelatt
School Administrator



Guidance Department

“There are those who seek knowledge for the sake@fledge,
that is curiosity.
There are those who seek knowledge to be knowthbysothat is
Vanity.
There are those who seek knowledge in order teesénat is
Love.”
Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

“Love + Knowledge + Discernment = Right Choices”
Dr. Don Tyler

“The Price of Greatness is Responsibility.”
Winston Churchill

“It is not our abilities that show who we reallyar
It is our choices.” (unkown)

It is the mission of the Guidance Department of B&8quip students with the tools
necessary to discern God’s will for their futuredwed high school. Working as a team
with parents and students, we strive to providedewange of activities and resources
that not only help prepare students for college atgo help them make wise life choices.

It is the ultimate goal of the department thatghelents grow in self-understanding and
have a realistic knowledge of their strengths ardkmesses. All students are
encouraged to make their own decisions and aresetenhto look at decision making as
a process rather than a random happening.

We have chosen Jeremiah 29:11-13 to be our departhwverse and belief. “For | know
the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, ptansosper you and not harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future. Then you will cgdbn me and come and pray to me, and
| will listen to you. You will seek me and find méhen you seek me will all your heart.”



Guidance Session

Gifts (good at)-

Interests (likes)-

Passion (what makes you, you)-

Career Plan-

Education Plan-

Legacy (life, influence, testimonfygemember, you are
leaving a legacy whether you want to or not.}

“Without preparation, there is no success, andautisuccess, there will be no influence.”

This is one of the forms | use when | meet individaily with each student during the school year.



Dream Big

If you don’t have the courage to dream big, why ldowou expect to have big results?

Work Hard

If you don’t work hard, why are you dreaming big?

Learn Every Day

If you don’t learn every day, you can’t possiblyatiwith the world because it's changing
every day.

Enjoy Life

If you don’t enjoy life, you’re not going to be &hio sustain your energy level. If you're
not doing something you feel good about, you cputtthe time and energy into it.

Be True to Yourself

Nobody else can validate you but you.



Senior Year Timeline

August

During the first week of school the election ofsdafficers will occur.
Class meetings will be held to present ideas fersémior trip.

At open house, the class sponsors and officerdo@iffresented to the parents.
Check to see that your schedule meets the graduaituirements for the
type of diploma you are expecting.

Verify that your high school schedule meets thairegnents for the college
you plan to attend.

Make sure the GQE has been passed.

Attend college fairs throughout the year.

Visit college campuses.

Be familiar with Guidance Department informatioblea Write, call or e-
mail for college catalogues and applications.

Develop an organizer to file information about eaclege of interest.

September

Prepare college applications to be given to thel@wge Office.

Maintain academic success! College admissionsibes are conditional and
will also take into consideration your final seninscript.

Check the dates for registering for the SAT an&0f tests.

Register at the Guidance Office for any college \is you plan to take

Take an active part in Senior Leadership Camp.

The try-outs for the Fall Drama will take placestimonth.

Start researching for scholarships.

You will be placing your order with Herff Jones fgraduation
announcements.

Find out from the colleges to which you are apgyvhether or not they need
official copies of your transcripts (transcripteisdirectly from your high
school) sent at the time of application.

Take another look at your list of colleges, and ensilire that they still satisfy
your requirements. Add and/or remove collegescagssary.

Give any recommendation forms to the appropriaehers with stamped,
college-addressed, envelopes making certain thatpartion of the forms are
filled out completely and accurately. Most eargcision and early action
applications are due between October 1 and Novefnber



October

Take the SAT and/or ACT test, if needed.
Check the next dates for registering for SAT an&/GiT
Prepare for SAT by taking practice tests.

Remember that your first semester senior gradelsl toeian the difference
between an admit or not admit letter.

Continue to research for scholarships.
Register for future SAT tests, if necessary.

Continue thinking about and beginning writing asgays to be included with
your application.

Be aware of college application and financial g@lecation deadlines.
November

Take or retake SAT

Still plan on college visits if you have not narexvyour choice.
Work hard on GPA.

Keep looking for scholarships.

December

Take a last look at your®semester schedule to make sure you are meeting
graduation requirements.

Note that colleges require you to complete the Fre&pplication for

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) if you plan to apply fa financial aid. You
may secure this form from the Guidance Department.

Continue to look for scholarships.

Work hard on GPA.

Continue to visit colleges.

January

Complete and submit your college financial aid aggplon and FAFSA
between January 1 and February 15, and checkter 6hancial aid options.
Contact the admissions office of the college(syhich you have applied to
make sure that your information has been receiaed that they have
everything they need from you.

Work hard on GPA.

Make certain all your forms are in by the stateddii@e.

Continue to research and apply for scholarships.

February



Submit the FAFSA forms no later th&ebruary 15.

If you completed the FAFSA, you should receive yStudent Aid Report
(SAR) within four weeks. Make the necessary cdioaes and return it to the
FAFSA processor.

Work hard on GPA.

Contact the financial aid office of the collegetswhich you have applied to
make sure that your information has been receiaed that they have
everything they need from you.

Men who are 18 years old or over must registetHerSelective Service in
order to receive Federal Financial Aid.

Colleges will begin to inform you of their admissgodecisions. Now you
must decide the next step.

March

April

May

Work hard on GPA.

Check deadlines for scholarships.

Senior trip is this month.

Colleges will continue to inform you of their adsiisns decisions.

Maintain your GPA.

Make final visits to colleges you are considering.

When you have made a final decision, relay it ®dbllege and inform other
colleges that you will not be accepting their ofdéadmission.

Notify the Guidance Department of your college chae.

Think about going to summer programs at a college

Register to attend on-campus orientation/registngbrograms that will occur
during the summer.

If you were placed on a waiting list for a partaucollege, and have decided
to wait for an opening, contact that college aridiem know you are still
very interested.

Have the Guidance Department send your final trgutsao the college that
you will be attending.

Contact your college to determine when fees fdrdmj room and board are
due and how much they will be.

Inform the Guidance Department of all scholarslofisred to you.

“Few Men Run Well To The End”- finish strong



Information To Aid in Making Career Choices
Types of Colleges and Advance Training Institutions

College and Universities: These are four year liberal arts institutions \wioffer a

variety of instructional programs and majors. Arportant goal is to provide students
with an education in a specific subject area oromaft the same time, it is also
expected that all students will receive a broaceaducation. To insure a well-rounded
education, most colleges and universities reqhiaéds many as one-half of the classes
which students take are general education coutsdsas English, math, science, foreign
language, and social studies. Students complety ofahese general education courses
during the first year of college. This allows ad#nt who is unsure of the major he or
she wants to choose to delay this process fora yea

Christian Liberal Arts College: Award associate and bachelor degrees, combines a
broad education in arts, humanities, social scems@ence, and Bible. The school will
give guidance and direction with a spiritual emphas

Four Year Bible College: Provide an intensive biblical, vocational, andeal
education on the college level with the goal ofgameng students to minister effectively
in Christian service.

Two-year Junior College: Award associates degree and mainly prepare ¢bnteal
career. They usually have open admission. Crethgtransfer to four-year school.

Two-year Bible Institute: Ministry oriented school whose Bible credits vittinsfer to
a four-year college program. Everyone majors ioldi This is not considered a Liberal
Arts College. Example of Two-year Bible Institu#®ord of Life

Proprietary Schools: Award certificates and associate degrees, uspaimtely owned
and operate for a profit, offer specialized programmaining is geared to prepare students
for specific jobs and is “hands on” based. Manyheflse schools only require a high
school diploma. Examples: Professional Careeit#uites, International Business

College, Travel Careers, Inc.

Apprenticeship Training: This is a formal learning process which prepardsriduals

for a skilled occupation or trade by working unttex supervision of a licensed or
certified tradesperson combined with classroonruiesibn in accordance with state and
federal standards. The duration of apprenticeskipsually dependent upon government
and/or labor union regulations, but can involveveingre from two to four years of
training. Some of the most popular programs inelsidch jobs as auto mechanic,
bricklayer and stone mason, carpenter, cook, aet; plumber, air conditioning,
heating, and ventilation.




Service Academies: The United States maintains five service academ@uding the
United States Military Academy at West Point, Nearl, the United States Air Force
Academy at Colorado Springs, Colorado; the UnitedeS Naval Academy at Annapolis,
Maryland; the United States Coast Guard AcadenNeat London, Connecticut; and the
United States Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Bdiew York. Graduates receive
commissioned officer status upon graduation anghereided extensive military and
educational training. Many graduates plan lonmteareers in the military. Students
interested in attending a service academy (excepghé Coast Guard) must apply for a
nomination from their Congressman or Senator.

Air Force: The Air Force’s main focus is aerospace supiyiand rapid global
mobility; the ability to engage adversary targetgvehere, anytime; and the ability to
rapidly position forces anywhere in the world.

Although the Air Force is focused on flying, them® many jobs that range from security
to electronics. If you like flying and/or workingith flight systems and technology, the
Air Force may be for you.

Army: The Army generally deals with land-focused missio8sldiers can deploy to
a conflict area, engage and overwhelm the enentyeasure that peace and security
have been established. The Army is chiefly usedrfissions that require great team
effort, focus and persistence.
The Army has the widest range of jobs of all thevise branches. If you like the idea of
ensuring peace and security through land- and-based operations and being part of a
huge team, the Army may be for you.

Coast Guard: Coast Guard missions include homeland securigyima
environmental protection, force protection, seactl rescue, law enforcement, and
maintaining the world’s navigation systems.

The Coast Guard, like the Marine Corps, is a srtightly knit service. If you like law
enforcement, assuring security, a peace-time nmsaied working as a member of a
small elite team, the Coast Guard may be for you.

Marine Corps: The Marine Corps is known as the U.S. rapid-ieadbrce. They
are trained to fight by sea and land, and usuaétlze first “boots on the ground.”
Marines are known as the world’s fiercest warriors.

Of all the branches, none are as proud as the B&riMarines are a highly exclusive,
highly motivated bunch. Those who become Marireesabecause they want to, not
because of benefits or other reasons.
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Navy: The Navy accomplishes its missions primarily bg,ut also by air and land.
It secures and protects the oceans around the ¥mdcate peace and stability, making

the seas safe for travel and trade.
The Navy is primarily focused on sea missionsyoli enjoy challenges by sea, land,

and/or air, enjoy traveling the world, the Navy nieyright for you.
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The following is an article with information about career clusters, along with possible job
opportunities, education requirements and salaries.
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Discover Careers That Fit You

A Career is an enjoyable job that
challenges you. To find careers that fit
you, you need to know what you like to
do, what you're good at and what you
want to achieve. Once you know your
interests, abilities, and goals, you can
match them with career possibilities.

Identify Your Interests

Dr. John Holland created a system of
placing people’s interests into groups.
He believed every person’s interests fit
into at least one group and most fit into
two or three groups. Your personal
combination of Holland groups is your
Holland Code.

To begin discovering careers that match
your interests, find your Holland Code
by completing the Career interest
Checklist on the next page. More in-
depth interest inventories are available
on the ICPAC Wed site at
http://icpac.indiana.edu

Find Careers That Match

Using your Holland Code, you can
explore a variety of work options. Look
on page 3 for lists of careers that match
your Holland Code groups. Circle
careers that interest you, and write down
any career ideas you have that are not
listed.

To learn more about these jobs, request
free career profiles from ICPAC at
http://icpac.indiana.eduProfiles include
information on salary, work
environment, skills needed and other
aspects of careers.

20

Know Your Abilities

As you explore careers, consider your
abilities as well as your interests. You
want to choose a career you will enjoy
and excel in.

You have already learned many skills,
and you will learn more for your career:

~ self-management skillspr personal
gualities, such as getting along with
others and managing your time.

~ transferable skills that can be used in
many different careers; for example, the
ability to write well and speak clearly
are required by most careers.

~ specialized skillswhich are learned
for specific careers; nurses, for example,
learn how to give medications.

Assess the skills you have

Think about hobbies, jobs and school
activities. ldentify the abilities you
gained from these experiences by listing
your activities on a sheet of paper. Next
to each activity, write all of the skills

you learned and used.

Determine the skills you need

On another sheet of paper, list the skills
you will need for each of the careers that
interest you. Use career profiles to help
you find this information. Next to the
skills required for each career:

~ check the skills you already have.

~ circle the skills you need to improve
or learn.

~ make a plan for developing the skills
you will need.



Career Interest Checklist
Check mark any of the activities that might be enjgable or interesting to you. In
general, marking more activities provides more useif results.

. Typing reports or entering data

. Leading group activities

. Reading art and music magazines

. Carpentry and other building projects
. Using a chemistry set

. Making new friends

OO WNER

. Keeping detailed records

. Working on a sales campaign

. Designing clothes

. Decorating rooms

. Doing puzzles or playing word games
. Going to church

O, WNE

. Word processing

. Talking to salespeople

. Acting in or helping to put on a play
. Working with animals

. Advanced math

. Helping the elderly

OO~ WNER

. Working nine to five

. Being elected class president
. Learning foreign languages

. Cooking

. Physics

. Attending sports events

O, WNE

. Using a cash register

. Talking to groups of people
. Drawing or painting

. Fixing cars

. Astronomy

. Belonging to a club

O, WNE

. Using office equipment

. Buying clothes for a store

. Writing stories or poetry

. Fixing electrical appliances or repairing items
. Flying airplanes or learning about aircraft

. Teaching children

OO~ WNPRE

21



Career Interest Checklist

. Filing letters and reports

. Talking to people at a party

. Going to concerts or listening to music
. Wildlife biology

. Creating a project for a science fair

. Studying people in other lands

OO~ WNER

. Working with a budget and preparing financiglads
. Selling insurance

. Playing music

. Putting together model kits or craft projects

. Working in a lab

. Helping people solve personal problems

O WNE

Add up your interests to find your Holland Code

Count all the number 1s you've checked; put thl ton the line in the circle marked “1s=C". Repids
for numbers 2 through 6. Notice, each number spords with a letter. Write the letters of youeth
highest numbers in the “Holland Code” box below.

1s=C 2s=E 3s=A 4s=R

5s=| 6s=S

This Is Yohlolland Code

Learn about your Holland groups and careers that mé&h

Match the letters in your Holland Code to the fietters in the Holland groups listed on the neagea For
example, SAR matches the Social, Artistic and R&algroups. Now, turn to the next page and useg yo
code to find careers that match your interests.

22



Holland Code Groups:

Conventional peoplelike to work with data, have clerical or numeriedlility and attend to detail. They
usually enjoy following other people’s instructions

Investigative peoplelike to observe, investigate, learn, analyze, uat& or solve problems.

Artistic people have artistic, innovative or intuitive abilitieI.hey usually like to work in an unstructured
situation, using their imagination or creativity.

Social peoplelike to work with people. They like to inform, leghten, help, train, develop or cure people.
They may also be skilled with using language anddao

Enterprising people also like to work with people, but they like tdlirence, persuade or perform. They
like to lead or manage for organizational goals@rnomic gain.

Realistic peoplehave athletic or mechanical ability. They prdtework with objects, machines, tools,
plants or animals. They usually like to work oudt®

23



Prioritize Your Goals

To help you choose a careeonsider what you
want from your work as well as your interests
and abilities. Do you want a career where you
earn lots of money? Do you want to have many
responsibilities? The exercise below will help
you discover what is most important to you in a
career.

Read the 10 items that follow. Write a 1 next to
the career goal that is most important to you.
Then use numbers 2 through 10 to rank the
remaining goals.

_____Earnings
how much the career pays
____Service
how much you help others
___ Prestige
how much people respect your work
____ Geography
how important it is to live in a particula
place
____Independence
how much you are your own boss
____ Security
how much the career promises long-term,
stable employment
____Responsibility
how much people depend on you
___ Teamwork
how much you will work as a member
of a group
____ Environment
where most of the job will take place
(outdoors, indoors, or both)
____ Variety
how much the job will have you
doing different kinds of tasks

24

After you prioritize your goals, ask yourself the
following questions:

Which goals are most important to you?
Why?

Which goals are not as important to
you? Why?

What additional goals do you have for
your career?

Learn More On Careers

New careers are emerging all the time, so you
will want to keep exploring your options. As
you discover careers that fit your interests,
abilities and goals, find out more about them:

Ask your guidance counselor about
resources, like books and computer
programs, to explore careers more in
depth; your counselor can also help you
plan your education to prepare for
careers.

Use reference materials at public
libraries such as th&ccupational
Outlook Handbooknd theDictionary

of Occupational Titleswhich include
information on jobs for the future.

Talk with your parents and friends’
parents about their work experiences
ask them what they do in their jobs and
how they chose their careers.

Visit workplaces and meet people in
careers that interest youy you can take
a tour of a company, conduct an
informational interview, volunteer or
job shadow.
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College Entrance Exams

As you prepare for college, you'll encounter asteane (and probably more than one) of the follgwin
college entrance exams:

PSAT/NMSQT: Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude TesttNdnal Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Assessment Test.

SAT I: Scholastic Aptitude Test |

ACT: American College Testing Exam

SAT II: Scholastic Aptitude Test Il

Test: PSAT

Description: Two 25-minute verbal sections; two 25-minute neghtions; one 30-minute writing skills
Section.

Not used to determine college admissions; biedrto help students prepare for the SAT I.
Same format as the SAT, but shorter — a tegedfal and mathematical reasoning

Score range is between 20 and 80, with 80 heipegrfect score. The average score for high $choo
Junior is 49.

Usually Taken: During your junior year, though you may wish tkeat sooner for practice.

Contact: PSAT/NMSQT
P.O. Box 6720

Princeton, NJ 08541-6720
Phone: 609-771-7070
www.collegeboard.com

Test: SAT |

Description: Comprised of a 70 minute verbal section, a 70 neimuath section and a 60 minute writing
Section. It tests critical thinking and prableolving skills.

Scoring on each section ranges from 200-800tpoiScores on the essay range from 1-6 points.

Usually Taken: Spring of your junior year or fall of your seniogar (or both, if you want a practice
Run).

Tips and Strategies:The SAT | carries a “wrong answer penalty.” If yguess right, you gain a point;
If you guess wrong, you are penalized. Elirrérthe answers you know are wrong before guessing.

You can retake the test to improve your scockselect which scores to send to your college.
Contact: SAT Program

Phone: 609-771-7600
Email:sat@info.collegeboard.org
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www.collegeboard.com

Test: ACT

Description: Three-hour exam, 215 questions; measures achievémEnglish, math, reading and
Science. Itis a content based test.

Scores on each section are averaged to creat®@osite score. Perfect score is 36.

Usually Taken: Spring of your junior year or fall of your seniggar (or both, if you want a practice
Run).

Tips and Strategies:Your score is based on the number of correct ars@8iLY. If you aren’t sure,

Take a guess — it can't hurt you and it cowdtph Harder questions are worth the same amouedss
Ones. Answer the easy questions first ancel¢fa® more time-consuming questions till the end.

Contact: ACT Registration
P.O. Box 168
2201 N. Dodge St. lowa City, 1A 52243

www.act.org
Test: SAT Il
Description: One-hour test that assesses mastery of a parti@ithiof study.

Up to three tests can be required for admissi@@ome schools use the SAT Il for course placémen
Others don't require it at all.

22 tests are offered in five subject areasliEimgMath, History, Science and Foreign Language.
Scores are based on an 800-point scale.

Usually Taken: Soon after you have finished the relevant course&\iean be as early as freshman or
Sophomore year, depending on the school’'sautnin and the student’s progress).

Important Dates : Bethesda Christian School Code 50-336

2006-2007 SAT Test Dates

Test Date Reqgigg

Oct. 14, 2006 Sept. 12, 2006
Nov. 4, 2006 Sept. 29, 2006
Dec. 2, 2006 Nov. 008
Jan. 27, 2007 Dec.Z)7
March 10, 2007 Feb. 2, 2007
May 5, 2007 March 2907
June 2, 2007 April 2007
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2007-2008 SAT Test Dates:

Test Date Reqgigg
Oct. 6, 2007 Sept. 2007
Nov. 3, 2007 Oct.. POZ
Dec. 1, 2007 Oct. 2007
Jan. 26, 2008 Dec.Z®)7
March 1, 2008 Jan. 29&0
May 3, 2008 April 10G8
June 7, 2008 May 6020

Register atwww.collegeboard.com

Test Date

September 16, 2006
October 28, 2006
December 9, 2006
February 19, 2007
April 14, 2007

June 9, 2007

Test Date

September 15, 2007
October 27, 2007
December 8, 2007
February 9, 2008
April 12, 2008

June 14, 2008

Register atvww.act.org

ACT Test Dates

2006-2007

Registration
Deadlines
August 18, 2006
September 22, 2006
November 3, 2006
January 5, 2007
March 9, 2007
May 4, 2007

2007-2008

Registration
Deadlines
August 10, 2007
September 21, 2007
November 2, 2007
January 4, 2008
March 7, 2008
May 9, 2008
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All About the SAT

One explicitly stated purpose of the SAT is to jcetdow students will perform academically as cgde
freshman. But the more practical purpose of th& %40 help college admissions officers make
acceptance decisions. When you think about it,isslons officers have a difficult job. It's notsseto
figure out how one student’'s GPA in New Mexico etates with that of another student in Florida.

So the SAT is an important test. But it is not bieeall, end-all. Keep it is perspective as onseseral
important pieces of the college admissions puz@ther factors that count heavily into the admissio
process include GPA, difficulty of course load,dkef extracurricular involvement, and the strengtithe
college application itself.

When You Should Take the SAT

Many students like to take the test in March ofrthenior year. That way, they take it several rtin
before final exams, proms, and end-of-the yearatiibns. Taking it in March also gives studeradye
feedback as to how they are scoring. If they @&@plelased with their scores, there is ample oppdyttio
take the test again in the spring or following year

When you decide which schools you're going to applydetermine when they need your scores.

What if you don’t know which schools you want tgpapto? Don't panic! Even if you do not take the
exam until December or January of your senior ygaw;ll probably have plenty of time to send your
scores to most schools. You need to select aadstthat works best with your schedule. Ideaiby
should allow yourself at least two to three mortthprepare.

How Many Times Should You Take the SAT

Different colleges evaluate the SAT | in differeveys. Some will take your highest math and verbal
scores, even if they were earned on differentdags. So if you nailed the math in March and theoal
portion in October, they will combine those two rhers to obtain your overall score. But many other
schools don't do that.

So what does this mean? It means that you shaijdtake the SAT | when you are completed prepared.
Because no matter what each school’s individudtpaénds to be, every score you earn is part af yo
permanent transcript, so colleges see them all.

How to Register for the SAT

You should register for the SAT at least six wele&Bre your testing date. You can register thraingh
mail by completing the SAT registration inside tmnual SAT Bulletin. If you'd like, you can also
register online , or by phone: 800-728-7267.

The New Sat

The test in question is the SAT |: Reasoning Test, commonly referred to as just the plain old
SAT. The modified SAT will be introduced in March 2005. If you will be a high school senior
graduating and looking to enter college in 2006, you will take the new exam. If you will be a high
school senior graduating and looking to enter college before 2006, you will take the current
version of the exam.
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The Verbal Section Changes

The first change to the Verbal section is its name. On the new SAT, this section will be called
Critical Reading. The second change to the Verbal section is the elimination of the analogy
guestions. This question type is being eliminated so that this section on the new exam will
consist entirely of critical reading questions that will test reading skills at the sentence,
paragraph, and passage level. The third change to the Verbal section is the addition of
paragraph-length critical reasoning questions, to supplement the existing question types of
sentence completions and reading comprehension passages. The topics of the given texts will
represent a wide range of subjects, including science, literature, humanities, and history.

The Math Section Changes

The Math section of the SAT will also change. Algebra Il material will be tested on the new
exam in order to better align the SAT with the math curriculum being taught in high school
classrooms. The second change to the Math section is the elimination of quantitative
comparisons. The other two current math question types, 5-choice multiple-choice and student-
produced responses, will remain on the exam.

The New Writing Section - Essay

The biggest change to the SAT will be the introduction of a new Writing section. The Writing
section will consist of two parts: an essay and a multiple-choice section. Students will be given
25 minutes to respond to a prompt and construct a well-organized essay that effectively
addresses the task. The essay question may require students to complete a statement, to react
to a quote or an excerpt, or to agree or disagree with a point of view. In any case, a good essay
will support the chosen position with specific reasons and examples from literature, history, art,
science, current affairs, or even a student's own experiences.

Essays will be scored based on the procedures for the current SAT Il: Writing Test. Essays will
be graded by two independent readers on a scale of 1 - 6, and their two scores will be
combined to form an essay subscore that ranges from 2 to 12. Should the readers' scores vary
by more than 2 points, a third reader will score the essay. The readers will be high school
teachers and college professors who teach composition. To ensure that essays will be scored in
a timely manner, they will be scanned and made available to readers on the Internet for grading
purposes.

The New Writing Section - Multiple-Choice

The Writing section will also include multiple-choice grammar and usage questions. Some of
these questions will call upon students to improve given sentences and paragraphs. Others will
present students with sentences and require them to identify mistakes in diction, grammar,
sentence construction, subject-verb agreement, proper word usage, and wordiness.

The highest possible score on the new Writing section will be 800. Scores on the essay and
multiple-choice section will be combined to produce a single score. A writing subscore will also be
assigned. The highest possible scores on the Critical Reading and Math sections will remain 800
each, making 2400 a perfect score on the new SAT.

All About the ACT
What exactly is the ACT and do | need to take it?
The ACT Assessment is a battery of multiple-choice tests used by colleges and universities to

help decide which applicants to choose. Even though there are other types of standardized
tests available, almost all colleges accept the ACT Assessment, and many colleges require it.
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The ACT Assessment is given five times each year at locations throughout the United States,
and Canada as well as overseas.

There are several parts to the ACT Assessment. One part is a personal interest inventory. The
results of this section are useful in career planning by suggesting several occupations related
to those subjects or areas that appeal to you or that are suited to your personality.

In addition, the ACT Assessment includes a course and grade information questionnaire and a
student profile. These help create a picture of you for college admissions boards. Each board
knows from years of experience what type of student fits in well with its programs and other
students. There are always exceptions, and many other elements go into the acceptance
process, but the questionnaire and profile provide the board a quick "snapshot” of you.

Of course, the ACT Assessment also includes the part that concerns you most--the test itself.
This is actually a series of tests based on a standard high school curriculum. In other words,
the ACT Assessment tests what most high school students learn every day.

ACT Assessment Contents and Format

The ACT Assessment is a 3-hour exam broken into four sections, each of which is separately
timed. With breaks and with time spent listening to instructions and passing out and returning
forms, the actual time spent taking the exam is 4 or more hours.

The four sections test Standard English skills, math skills, reading comprehension skills, and
science reasoning skills. No one is expected to know every answer to every section. Because
the ACT Assessment assesses the full range of students, from the less-than-average to the
brilliant, there will be questions that most students will not be able to answer. That is taken
into account in the scoring.

The Test Booklet and Answer Sheet

The format of the ACT Assessment exam should be familiar to you from standardized tests in
school. All of the questions are printed in a booklet you will receive the day of the test.
Although you may mark up this booklet, for scoring purposes the answers must be put on the
answer sheet, which is a separate piece of paper.

Questions for all four subject tests go on this separate answer sheet. You should be familiar
with this type of answer sheet from other standardized tests--a fill-in-the-circle grid. All
questions are multiple choice. The English, Reading, and Science Reasoning Tests have four
choices for each answer; the Math Test has five choices for each answer.

Completely fill in the circle of your choice with your pencil. The sheets are "read" and graded
by computer, so it's important that your mark is clear and complete. Be sure to mark only one
circle per question, and do not skip lines by mistake, because one misplaced mark can make
every answer following it wrong.

Marking the Answer Sheet

To help prevent test takers from skipping answers, the ACT Assessment answer sheet is
formatted a bit differently from what you might be used to seeing. Instead of each set of
choices being A, B, C, and D--or A, B, C, D, and E for Math--the ACT Assessment answer
sheet alternates between sets of answers. The odd-numbered questions, starting with
Question 1, use A, B, C, and D--or A, B, C, D, and E for Math--then the even-numbered
questions, starting with Question 2, use F, G, H, and J--or F, G, H, J, and K for Math. This
format is to help catch your attention if you miss a line and begin to fill in an answer for the
wrong question.

How the ACT Assessment Is Scored
For each of the four tests, the number of correct answers is determined, giving you a raw

score. The raw score for each subject is then "scaled" or calculated in such a way as to make
the varying ACT Assessment exams given on that day equal to each other. The scaled scores
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range from 1 to the highest of 36. In recent years the average score for each subject has been
21.

In addition, within each subject you get subscores for different areas of that subject.
Subscores range from 1 to the highest of 18. You'll also receive a composite score that's the
average of all four subject scores.

Because everyone taking the ACT Assessment is a potential competitor for the same college
seat that you want, the ACT Assessment results also include a percentile score. The
percentile score--based on the more familiar 100 percent--measures your composite score
against the composite score of other test takers. The number indicates the percentage of
students who are below you.

CHECKLIST - What You Need to Know about the ACT

The ACT Assessment, a battery of multiple-choice tests used by colleges and
universities to assess applicants, is given five times each year across the United
States and Canada and overseas.

The ACT Assessment is a 3-hour exam of 215 questions, divided into four sections that
test skills in Standard English, math, reading comprehension, and science reasoning.
The questions are designed to cover these areas at the standard level taught in most
high schools across the country.

For each of the four ACT Assessment tests, your score is based on a "scaled score”;
because the specific content of each ACT Assessment might be different, scaling is
necessary to standardize your results with those of everyone else who takes the
exam. Your raw score is determined by the number of correct answers on your exam;
the raw score is then scaled.

Your ACT Assessment score is only one of the factors considered by college
admissions offices; they also assess your high school performance, your personal
profile and circumstances, and other information you submit with your application.

Take the ACT Assessment as early as you can, so you have time to retake it if
necessary. For your scores to be available for your college applications, you should
take the ACT Assessment no less than eight weeks before the earliest college
application deadline that you have.

BASICS OF THE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PROCESS

32



Student Responsibility

1. Begin process of selection early. Discuss future plans, including the

2. Use resource center in guidance. financial picture and any restrictions,

3. Meet with college representatives with your son/daughter early in the
whey they visit our school. selection process.

4. Plan to visit the colleges before Be aware of deadlines.
making final decisions. Sign a release form if the student is

5. Be aware of grades, rank in class, under 18.
strengths and weaknesses. Complete your portion of the

6. Secure information about deadlines, application
special requirements, testing. Keep records of everything.

7. Follow directions and submit Fill out financial aid forms in
applications to counselors two weeks January. Mail by February 15.
before deadline. Call the college consultant if you

8. Use check lists in booklet. have questions.

9. Seek scholarship information. Check with your son/daughter

10. Know N.C.A A. eligibility rules if a periodically about college bulletins o
student athlete. other information distributed in

school.
Seek scholarship information.

College and Counseling Office Responsibility

Discuss college planning with the
student.

Provide information regarding
admissions.

Provide opportunities to learn about
various colleges.

Publish a bulletin listing visitations,
special events, open houses and
scholarships.

Provide certain applications and forms
Applications for state colleges and
universities of Indians; SAT and ACT
registration forms; Financial aid forms;
Special scholarship applications.
Prepare transcripts and
recommendations to be sent to college
Update information about student:
honors, awards, etc.

Send final grade reports to college.

12

arént Responsibility

By working together throughout the college planningorocess, we hope to provide
each student the assistance they need to attain thgoals.

Financial Aid
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With the total costs of many private colleges noweeding $25,000-$30,000 per year, financial a@l is
topic on the minds of an increasing number of peojferhaps the most important idea to keep in mind
regarding financial aid is this: You will not knomhether or not you qualify for assistance, and wilu
not receive any aid if you do not apply. It is nocommon for more than half of the students ateseeny
well known schools to be receiving some type odfficial assistancdt is important not to rule out any
college on the basis of cost alon®ften schools which have higher tuition costskaater able to provide
aid than schools which have a lower cost.

There are basically two different types of finaheissistance offered by colleges and universitiesd-
based and merit-based.

Need Based Assistance

Every school will require you tsubmit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid(FAFSA) in order
to be considered for aid. The FAFSA is availabhléhie Guidance Department or online
(www.fafsa.ed.goy in late November-early December. The FAFSA niiessubmitted between January 1
and February 15.

Typically, the financial aid offices of high-cogtivate schools will also require youtomplete the
CSS/Financial Aid Profile. The Profile Registration form lists the schabiat require this form and is
available in the Guidance Department or online f{f@enline.collegeboard.com) and must be sent with
processing fee.

Both forms are submitted to processors who thesutate your EFC (expected family contribution). eyh
will forward that information to you and to all tsehools you have listed on the FAFSA, as welhas t
CSS Prdfile (if you filled out this form). The FA&RA calculations are based on federally legislated
methodology.

Do not hesitate to apply for financial aid becayse think the school might not accept you if yoede
money.
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The Financial Aid Office at each college/universityl take the information provided by the form
processor and put together a financial aid “packadpch typically includes some combination of gran
scholarship, loan, and/or work-study. Some comemwards are described below.

~Employment~

College Work Study. This program provides jobs, either on or off-caisypso that students with
financial need may earn a specified amount of momégst students work 10-20 hours per week. The
earnings are expected to be contributed towardsagidmal expenses. The Federal Work Study
Program is based on demonstrated need as deterhyrtkd FAFSA

~Grants~
(These are funds which do not need to be repagiheSsommon grants include:

Pell Grant: $400 to $4000; federal grant based on demoestrated shown on the FAFSA.
Pell Grants are the most common and are givendengnaduate students with the most need.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant(FSEOG): $200 to $4000; federal
grant based on demonstrated need as shown on th&AAThe amount you receive could
depend not only on your need, but also on the aviglFSEOG funds at your college and othe
financial aid you receive.

=

Frank O’'Bannon Grant: Amount varies; state grant based on need foalmaltitizens who
plan to attend a college/university in Indiana.

Many colleges and universities have made availstf®larship money which is awarded not on the basis
of financial need, but for academic excellence ansipecial talent in various areas such as the arts
leadership, debate, service, etc. The best whgato of these awards is to check the literaturergaeive
from schools to which you are applying and do actean the internet.

Typically, it is your application for admission thaill automatically place you in consideration the
merit awards. Should an additional applicatiombeessary, the admissions office will mail it tauyb
you are under consideration. There are some sahgds with unique criteria, such as interviews,
additional essays. These usually have specifidlohess in addition to the application deadline. d&etain
to do your research and coordinate with your cellegunselor to ensure all requirements of the
scholarship process are fulfilled.
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~Loans~
(These are funds that you borrow and must repay aftu graduate or leave
college early).
Some common loans include:
Perkins Loan: $200 to $3000; rate varies based on funds avaitatithe college.
Based on demonstrated need. FAFSA submission usreely The interest rate o
this loan is 5% and is handled through your colle§audents pay not interest or
principal until nine months after they leave schaotirop below half-time
attendance.

Federal Stafford Subsidized Loan:$2625 (freshman year) increases to $500
(senior year); loan is based on your class yeaoandemonstrated need. FAFS
submission is required. The interest rate is Wgiand capped at 8.25%.

However, the government pays the interest on tfaie hile you attend school
least half- time. Repayment of principal and iathegins six months after you
leave school or drop below part-time status.

Federal Stafford Unsubsidized Loan:Amount varies; loan is a non-need base
program. FAFSA submission is required. The irgerate is variable and capp
at 8.25%. Students must pay the interest frontithe they receive the loan fund
or they can defer paying the interest until repaynibegins. The interest will
accumulate and be added to the amount borrowed.sflidents will have a large
loan balance when repayment begins. Repaymets starmonths after the
student leaves school or drops below half-timendé@eace.

Federal Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students (PL\$): Amount varies
based on credit worthiness; loan is a non-needdyasgram. The interest rate i
variable and capped at 9%. Parents may use tnisfty their dependent studen
Repayment of principal and interest begins immetiiafter the loan is fully
dispersed.

Financial Aid Caution
There are many search firms that charge a fee tohnséudents with scholarships. There is no sense

paying someone else to help you save money ongeotlétion. Chances are you will do as well onryou
own.
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The FAFSA and the PROFILE

Every student must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to be
considered for financial aid. The FAFSA is available from your high school guidance office,
many public libraries, colleges in your area, or directly from the U.S. Department of Education.

Students also can apply for federal student aid over the Internet using the interactive FAFSA
on the Web. FAFSA on the Web can be accessed at www.fafsa.ed.gov. In addition to hosting
the online application, this site has an abundance of information on filling out the FAFSA. It
allows you to look up the codes of the schools you are interested in, tells you what information
you need to gather before filling out the form, and instructs you how to sign up for a pin
number - the student and at least one parent must sign up for a pin which serves as your
electronic signature when applying for aid on the Web.

To award their own funds, some colleges require an additional application, the Financial Aid
PROFILE form. The PROFILE asks supplemental questions that some colleges and awarding
agencies feel provide a more accurate assessment of the family's ability to pay for college. It
is up to the college to decide whether it will use only the FAFSA or both the FAFSA and the
PROFILE. PROFILE applications are available from the high school guidance office and on
the Web. Both the paper application and the Web site list those colleges and programs that
require the PROFILE application.

If Every College You're Applying to for Fall 2007 R equires Just the FAFSA

... then it's pretty simple: Complete the FAFSA after January 1, 2008, being certain to send it
in before any college-imposed deadlines. (You are not permitted to send in the 2007-08
FAFSA before January 1, 2008.) Most college FAFSA application deadlines are in February or
early March. It is easier if you have all your financial records for the previous year available,
but if that is not possible, you are strongly encouraged to use estimated figures.

Here is a list of some items you should gather before trying to fill out the FAFSA: (if you
cannot get these documents in time, you may have to estimate some of the requested
numbers and then submit changes when you have all of the needed documents.)

Your Social Security Number (can be found on Social Security card)
- Your driver's license (if any)
Your previous year W-2 Forms and other records of money earned
Your (and your spouse's, if you are married) previous year Federal Income Tax Return -
IRS Form 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ, 1040Telefile, foreign tax return, or tax return for
Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Marshall Islands,
the Federated States of Micronesia
- Your parent's previous year Federal Income Tax Return (if you are a dependent
student)
Your untaxed income records from the previous year - Social Security, Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families, welfare, or veterans benefits records
- Your bank statements from the previous year
- Your business and investment mortgage information, business and farm records, stock,
bond, and other investment records from the previous year
Your alien registration card (if you are not a U.S. citizen)

After you send in your FAFSA, either with the paper application or electronically, you'll receive
a Student Aid Report (SAR) that includes all of the information you reported and shows your
Expected Family Contribution or EFC. The EFC is the amount of money that you or your
family are expected to contribute to the first year of your education. The rest will of your costs
will be covered by loans and grants.
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If you provided an e-mail address, the SAR is sent to you electronically; otherwise, you will
receive a paper copy in the mail. Be sure to review the SAR, checking to see if the information
you reported is accurate. If you used estimated numbers to complete the FAFSA, you may
have to resubmit the SAR with any corrections to the data. The college(s) you have
designated on the FAFSA will receive the information you reported and will use that data to
make their decision. In many instances, the colleges you've applied to will ask you to send
copies of your and your parents' federal income tax returns for 2007, plus any other
documents needed to verify the information you reported.

If a College Requires the PROFILE
Step 1: Register for the Financial Aid PROFILE in the fall of your senior year in high school.

Registering for the Financial Aid PROFILE begins the financial aid process. You can register
by calling the College Scholarship Service at 1-800-778-6888 and providing basic
demographic information, a list of colleges to which you are applying, and your credit card
number to pay for the service. You can also apply for the PROFILE online at
http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp. Registration packets with a list of the colleges
that require the PROFILE are available in most high school guidance offices. There is a fee for
using the Financial Aid PROFILE application ($23 for the first college and $18 for each
additional college). You must pay for the service by credit card when you register. If you do
not have a credit card, you will be billed.

Step 2: Fill out your customized Financial Aid PROFILE.

A few weeks after you register, you'll receive in the mail a customized financial aid application
that you can use to apply for institutional aid at the colleges you've designated, as well as
from some private scholarship programs, like the National Merit Scholarship. (Note: If you've
waited until winter and a college's financial aid application deadline is approaching, you can
get overnight delivery by paying an extra fee.) The PROFILE contains all the questions
necessary to calculate your “institutional" EFC - meaning the Expected Family Contribution
calculated by a particular institution, rather than the FAFSA EFC calculated by the
government - plus any additional questions that the colleges and organizations you've
designated require you to answer. Your individualized packet will also contain a customized
cover letter instructing you what to do and informing you about deadlines and requirements for
the colleges and programs you designated when you registered for the PROFILE, codes that
indicate which colleges wanted which additional questions, and supplemental forms (if any of
the colleges to which you are applying require them, e.g. the Business/Farm Supplement for
students whose parents own a business or farm or the Divorced/Separated Parents'
Statement).

Make sure you submit your PROFILE by the earliest deadline listed. Two to four weeks after
you do so, you will receive an acknowledgment and a report estimating your "institutional”
EFC based on the data elements you provided on your PROFILE. Remember, this is a
different formula from the federal system that uses the FAFSA.
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Experts were asked to name the financial aid blunde  rs families tend to make. Here are
the top 10 and how to avoid them. (U.S. News & Worl  d Report)

1. Failing To Fill Out The Application

The easiest way to come up short on financialsatd not apply, a mistake that about 25 percent of
undergraduates make. "A lot of people assume tlmytwualify if their next-door neighbor said they
didn't qualify or if their parents think back tcetkvay it worked 25 years ago," says Mark Kantrowitz
publisher of Finaid.org, an online resource foafinial aid.

Not only does that prevent you from receiving neaded financial aid; it also takes federal loafi$hef
table. All students, regardless of need, can boupwo $23,000 in federal Stafford loans over therse
of their college education, starting at $2,625rtfiest year. The one catch? You have to fill che Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Therfoasks for details about your family's income,
savings, and other assets to determine how mucklyould be able to contribute toward college costs.
That resulting number is called your expected famdntribution, or EFC. Financial need is then
calculated by subtracting the EFC from the schawl& of attendance.

That completed FAFSA can really come in handy fbueseen circumstances arise midyear. "You may not
need the money today, but anything can happereimiddle of the year, like divorce or the deatla of
parent,” says Craig Munier, financial aid direaddthe University of Nebraska-Lincoln. "When that
happens, we can adjust more quickly if you've aupliThe FAFSA can be filled out online at
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

2. SAVING IN YOUR CHILD'S NAME

When little Sally was born 17 years ago, you wisthrted a savings account in her name, right? aw
hope her little stash will go a long way toward eorg the astronomical costs of college.

Well, that money will certainly help, but not ngads much as if you'd kept it in your own accoufitsgat's
because the expected contributions are weigheerdiffly for students and parents. Parents--with the
myriad financial responsibilities--are expectediéwote only 5.64 percent of their assets to coltaggts.
Students, on the other hand, must fork over 35gmtrSay Sally has $30,000 saved. She'd be expicted
contribute $10,500 this year, and her aid wouldbler to reflect that. With that same amount, hemepts
would be expected to contribute only $1,692 towsdfamily's total EFC.

How can you undo what's been done? The moneyadlyegpur child's, and there could be restrictioms
moving it into your bank account. "The only wayttansfer the money is indirectly," says Kantrowiin
the first year, spend those assets to zero bajaching the parents' money." Next year you'll dydbr
more aid.

A better plan for your next child would be to pubmey in a 529 plan, which allows families of aktames
to contribute between $146,000 and $305,000, depgrmh the state, to a tax-deferred savings account
and then withdraw money for education tax free.

3. MISSING OUT ON SCHOLARSHIPS

There's free money out there if you are willingmark for it. Daunted by the $10,000 per year henifa
was expected to pay for her to attend Oklahomae &tatversity, Kristen Stryker applied for about 30
scholarships. In many of the applications, Strylédro graduated from high school with a 4.3 gradietpo
average, wrote about her community project--teagiggrdening to kids in juvenile detention centetst
diligence paid off. Stryker, now a freshman, wohdarships adding up to nearly $92,000 from Coca-
Cola, Toyota, and Kohl's, among others--more thaugh for four years at Oklahoma State.
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Websites such as those of Fastweb, CollegeNETtren@ollege Board claim to have billions of dollars
worth of scholarships in their free databasesef@ryone from left-handed kids to skateboardersl An
many schools earmark some of their own money faitrhased scholarships to entice favored applicants
Most financial aid offices post detailed informatiabout institutional scholarships on their sclwool’
website.

Local organizations are also worth checking outs$@arry Simmons, financial aid director of Virgani
Tech. Each year, he sees kids who get scholarBhipscivic groups simply because they asked.

But there's a caveat: Scholarships could be usetfset your aid package, not the amount of moray y
are paying out of pocket.

4. SENDING IN FORMS A LITTLE TOO LATE

Too often families wait until after acceptancedetthave arrived to apply for aid. That may belae. Aid
comes from many sources, and they all operateféereit calendars. While the FAFSA isn't due until
June 30, other sources of aid that require the PA&TEN have earlier deadlines. For instance, sttiat

use the FAFSA to determine how to disburse thein thans and grants have deadlines beginning March 1
And some schools want financial forms, including BAFSA, from applicants as early as January. Schoo
deadlines are crucial to meet because the wetistitutional money can run dry.

5. PAYING SOMEONE TO DO IT FOR YOU

Financial planners can give you good advice onngpfar your child's education, but you may be tesdpt
by pitches from companies claiming they can appiyaid for you--and get a better result. "Parertis w
hire consultants to help them fill out the finaneia form are wasting a huge amount of money,'ssay
Kenneth Redd, director of Research and Policy Asialfor the National Association of Student Finahci
Aid Administrators.

These companies often prey on families who cart bfésrd it. Donna Connolly, a counselor to low-
income and immigrant students at South High Comtyu8thool in Worcester, Mass., was chagrined to
discover that the parents of one senior had pajdd®lifor a company to fill out the financial forrresad

that the company made mistakes that Connolly hdict.tés for the promised scholarship money, shessa
"they just gave them websites to visit, the samesame tell students about." Even worse, the company
persuaded the parents to pay upfront for futureices for their two younger children. "They werddsa

bill of goods," she says.

A sure sign of trouble? Businesses that guarantieast $2,625 in aid, the Stafford loan amountbich
every freshman is eligible. "If you have to pay rgio get money, it's probably a scam," says Kawitzo
Instead, look to the Department of Education's vtebisr detailed instructions on filling out therfos.

6. READING THE WRONG BOTTOM LINE

You've got three aid packages in hand. One schaldw tuition but offers only loans, a more expess
one dangles a merit scholarship, while the thirdose price tag is laughably high, gives your chithing
but a good shot at graduating in four years. 'svonder, then, that families mistakenly compaftests
using the amount of aid rather than what the actost to them will be. But there's a simple wagvoid
this common error.

Take each school's "expected cost of attendandechviypically covers tuition, room and board, and
books as well as estimates for incidentals likadpmrtation and laundry. Subtract the "free morafy"
grants and scholarships. The remainder is youahctst of attendance.
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Now look at how each school plans to help you calat cost. You will probably be offered loans, but
some debt may be costlier than others. Needieestadvill be offered subsidized Stafford loans,ckhi
don't accrue interest until six months after graitdma Unsubsidized loans, on the other hand, accrue
interest while the student is still in school.

Consider the repayment options as well, for the lv@h the bargain rate may not be the cheapesiein
long term. Many lenders offer a lower rate if thedent meets a designated number of on-time payment
after graduation. Miss a few, and you forfeit tligcdunt. Other loan repayment plans, like thosereft by
the Education Department's direct loan program,beatied to income, leaving you more leeway on your
monthly payments if your salary is low.

Your package may also include work-study, a federagjram that allows students to work for parthafit
expenses. However, keep in mind that some studiedtg difficult to find work for the amount of #h
award, which is usually less than $3,000.

7. PASSING UP THE CHANCE TO NEGOTIATE

There's a right way and a wrong way to negotiataerfore aid. Marching into a financial aid office
brandishing competing aid packages is the wrongwaless the office is at Carnegie Mellon Universit
which encourages students to fax in offers fronep#thools.

Explaining how the FAFSA didn't capture your fartslgpecial circumstances, on the other hand, ngigit
you some results. In fact, it has a name--professijmdgment review--and is even encouraged bynfirzd
aid officers. "People expect the financial aid egfto intuit their circumstances strictly from thembers,"
says Joe Paul Case, financial aid director at Astf@ollege. "You need to provide a narrative. We
translate that narrative into dollars.” They'll wemknow about unusually high medical expenses, fo
example, or a family income that varies signifitaftom year to year. The FAFSA does not providacs
for such detail, so aid officers suggest that faemitontact them with any extra information thayrbha
relevant, including documents whenever possibleigRty half of these appeals garner families mode ai

8. BUYING WHAT THEY'RE TRYING TO SELL

Just because your school's financial aid officegests a certain lender doesn't mean you should.use
Many schools strike deals with "preferred lendeng)o agree to ease some of the processing hassles f
the aid office in exchange for having their loansmoted. Most families just go with what the school
recommends.

St. Louis-based advertising executive Susie Weiigtnot. She estimates that her family will have
borrowed $80,000 in federal loans to fund theirseducation at the University of Maryland-Colldeprk
and their daughter's at Indiana University-Bloondimg But almost all their loans have come from the
Missouri Higher Education Loan Authority (MOHELA3, nonprofit agency established by the state to
service education loans. Other states have siagancies whose nonprofit status allows them ta offe
better rates than traditional lenders can. Whiéertites for federal loans are low--currently 2.@rcpnt for
the Stafford while in school and 3.77 percent aft@duation (they are expected to rise July 1)--MEDA
borrowers who opt to pay through automatic dehiitag2 percentage point reduction. So a PLUS loath, w
a rate of 4.17 percent, can be taken at 2.17 percen

But outside loans require more work for the finaheid office. Be prepared to fill out extra paperkwand
stay on top of the process if necessary.
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9. ROBBING THE WRONG PIGGY BANK

Planning on borrowing from your 401(k) to help gayjunior's tuition bills? "Don't do it!" warns Ga.
Although it is tempting to tap your pot of goldpesially if you have last-minute needs, most finahaid
pros advise against it. For one thing, you areidgpmto funds you will undoubtedly need more oton
day. And full payback, with interest, may be duenediately if you lose or change your job. Evenatly
stay with your current employer, you'll have to plag money back over five years. Parents are beftter
using a home equity line, but only after exhaustiidederal loan options, which are likely to hawech
better rates.

Letting your credit card balance grow with the heg®at higher debt levels will lower your EFC wdmlp
either. "Debt will not factor into your eligibilitprocess," says Paul Lynskey, director of seconseingol
relations for the Massachusetts Educational Fimgnaiuthority. However, it might hinder your abilitg
get loans that require a credit check.

And getting a second job to help cover the billsas really in your best interest. Next year's agion
will be based on this year's income, so you codiceesely affect how much aid you receive in theifeit

10. LEAVING FUN OFF THE BUDGET

You've added up the price of tuition, room and Hoand books, and you've subtracted your free money
But the result isn't all you have to pay. Therd b plane tickets home, a loaded laptop, pizzaveleds,
and movie dates. Living off campus requires spemétin furniture, utilities, and rent. And the new
hometown could be really pricey. Small-town schdidis Elon University in North Carolina estimate
yearly personal expenses at around $1,400. BigHatyard suggests budgeting as much as $2,570.

Unfortunately, Allison Sandera didn't notice whawYork University's estimate was. The budget Iitst
almost immediately when the then 23-year-old mdvexh Torrance, Calif., to Manhattan last year. "I
assumed it would be comparable to L.A., but its"ehe says. "Food, rent, everything was more
expensive." Unable to make her financial aid paekstgetch far enough, she left after one semediaw,
she is working two jobs back in Los Angeles to sameugh money to return in the fall.
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Scholarship Search

This is not an exhaustive scholarship list, big the more familiar ones. We have given themao y
on a timeline by their deadline. The timeline i®al given to you to build upon. The websites e
listed for you are where your search begins. Whllsallow you to search for scholarships that mgetir
specifications. It is up to each family to putnasch effort into this process as they desire to do.

Remember the schools that you are considerithdpave a list of scholarships they offer to thiei
coming freshman. We also want to remind you dafraise that is offered to our senior families bytlga
Wines. Our school has personally worked with Cdtinyeight years in yearbook publication. The
program is called SOS (Scholarship Opportunity Be)v For more information call or email: Cathy
Wines 1-800-518-6177 @vww.scholarshipsos.com

Approximate

Deadline Name Eligibility Quick Check

October

13 National Merit Finalists high PSAT scores

24 Prudential Spirit of Commnity school nominee, service award

31 Coca Cola 3.0 GPA, lofsagtivities, volunteer, etc.

November

1 Target scholarshgadership, service essay

21 Richard G. Lugar minority scholar vihigh academics

December

1 SAE Engineering high rank and testres

5 Toyota Community Scholars community service

14 Principal’'s Leadership Adia activities

15 Burger King activities/emphoent/community service

31 Dura Builders child of firefiger, police officer, or EMT;
3PA, essay

January

10 Indianapolis Foundatiohy/Li Core 40, 2.0-3.5 GPA idties

10 U.S.J.C.I. Senate Fourmdati leadership/activitias#icial need

11 Indianapolis Oldtimers Elu 3.0 GPA, play a sport

15 National Honor Society National Honor Societgmber

15 NFL Retired Players Asstioin varsity athlete/3.0 GPA

31 Papa John’s wide varietlyasiterion

February

14 Indiana Association of l@dontics one page essay

23 USA Today original acadenartistic, or leadership endeavor

March

1 Daughters of the Am Reioin history major

1 Indianapolis Star journalisrmdince, marketing, sales, photography

1 Pacers Foundation high academicsf@ourricular activities/essay

3 Hoosier Scholar IN college/highademics

15 State Bank of Lizton academic recordeptial to succeed, leadership

19 Comcast Leaders of Tomarro 2.8 GPA, leadership, commysitrvice
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April

1 Indiana Sheriff's Assdma member of the assooiatr son/daughter of member
25 Robert C. Byrd 1300 SAT scoreS$0 ACT scores
26 Heritage Environmental\&es engineer/environment major

www.scholariad.com www.anycollege.netwww.fastweb.com www.princetonreview.comwww.schoolsoup.com

Scholarships 101- What You Should Know About Free Mney For College

To some students and parents, the word "scholarship” is just another one of those confusing
college terms: student loans, FAFSA, tuition and fees, EFC, grants, and work study. Little do
they realize that knowing more about the scholarship process could save them thousands of
dollars when trying to cover the cost of their education.

What are scholarships?

Scholarships come in a variety of forms, but are generally considered to be "free money" for
college. Unlike loans, scholarships do not have to be repaid to the scholarship provider. Some
scholarships are awarded directly to the student in the form of a check, while other
scholarships are written out to the student's college or university. Several different types of
providers issue scholarships: clubs and organizations, charitable foundations, businesses,
schools, universities, government agencies, and others.

Who can get scholarships?

It is a common misconception that scholarships are only for straight-A students. In reality,
there are all types of scholarships for all types of students, including those with less than
perfect academic records. Some scholarships are for athletes; others are for students
planning to study in particular fields; and others for community service. Some scholarship
providers just want to reward students for living in a certain city or state! Students also
mistakenly believe that only college-bound high school seniors can apply for awards.
Scholarships are available for all levels of college study, from freshman undergrads to
graduate and PhD students.

How do students find scholarships?

Finding scholarships can be a very time-consuming process, but not if students use a
reputable and accurate scholarship search service on the Internet. There are several online
resources for finding scholarships for college. Students can also ask their high school
guidance counselors about any local or state awards that they qualify for. Students should
contact the financial aid office at the college or university they plan to attend to learn if they
qualify for any awards provided by the school.

When should students look for scholarships?
Scholarship application deadlines vary greatly. There are thousands of scholarship programs with
spring and summer deadlines, and thousands more with fall and winter deadlines. The key is to
never stop searching for new scholarship leads, even after beginning the freshman year in
college. A good rule of thumb is to continue searching for scholarships for the duration of the
college career.
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What Are Colleges Looking For?

A rigorous course schedule through high schoohjsartant. Good grades are key. High SAT/ACT test
scores certainly don't hurt. But what else areeg@$ looking for in students?

Genuine Interest in the School

Colleges want students who show genuine and wedlarehed interest in their school. "A student was h
gone beyond name recognition and reputation andéeiged that the university's programs and
environment are right for them is the ideal," saysirew Bryan, a certified educational consultant lag¢
Academic Institute, Inc.

Making concrete connections between what you wahbbyour education and what the college or
university has to offer shows that you've done ymamework. "Direct references to courses, programs
other academic opportunities demonstrate a levigitefest that will immediately set a student ajpag
crowd," says Scott Anderson, former admissiongeffat Cornell University.

Interest in Coursework
You need to demonstrate the same authentic intergsur proposed course of study.

"While admission officers want to hear about whidskwvant to study, the students are much more
interested in telling us what they want to be. Lavsy Doctors. Veterinarians. Investment bankers."
Anderson says. "These professional goals are butethe reality is that law, medicine, and the ke not
topics you can study as an undergraduate,”

Colleges would rather hear about the work you'lbdforeyou enter the work world - such as your interest
in geometry, philosophy, Peruvian literature orejars.

Extracurricular Activities

While academics are key, colleges also want stgdeht will enhance their campus community in some
special way. They seek students who will be legdEnmmunicators and active members of their college
community. "We look for interesting volunteer woniternships, athletic achievement and other good
extracurricular activities when we evaluate a stifesays Kate Wells, former admissions officeBttte
University of New York College at Potsdam.

But don't start joining organizations by the dofmmappearance's sake. "In-depth participatiomia or
two extracurricular activities is preferred ovepstficial membership in many," says Diane E. Epstai
certified educational consultant.

That Extra "Something"

With all the qualified applications coming in, cadles are frequently looking for the elusive extra
"something" that can set a student apart from tbev@. This can be any number of things: job expexre
involvement with a certain group or even the ermthusiasm or thought that a student puts into thei
essay.
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That extra "something" can also be an obstaclecovee: financial hardship, English as a second laggu
serious health problems. "Something special a &gldvercome will make them appealing,” says Sug,Big
a Chicago-based educational consultant.

Finding the Right Match

When admissions officers review your applicatidie)t!l be looking to make a good match. You need to
show them that you've chosen them for the righdara. At the same time, try to show colleges yoeal"
self.

If you offer a glimpse of the individual behind theades and the test scores, you'll help the athniss
officers make your perfect college match.

Steps to Choosing a College

1. Determine what is important to you

You need to consider what you want out of your college experience and what type of
environment you will find comfortable. The following offers some suggestions for items that
you may want to take into account when choosing a college.

Size of the college and the classes. Do you like to know everyone on campus or
would you prefer to see new faces. Would you be more comfortable in a small class or a
class of 300? How do you learn better, in a lecture-style class setting or a smaller
discussion-style setting?

Campus life. What types of social events are popular on campus? Do the students stay
on campus on the weekends? Are there fraternities and sororities? Are the athletic events
popular? Are there clubs or organizations on campus that interest you?

Diversity. Do the students come from your state or other states? Is there a mix of ethnic
backgrounds?

Living accommodations. Do most of the students live on or off campus? Is there
adequate housing available? What are the residence halls like?

Location. Would you prefer to live in a suburban, urban or rural setting? In what
geographical location do you wish to live? What type of climate do you prefer? How far away
from home do you want to go?

Do you want to go to a two-year, four-year, or a community college? Are you interested
in a vocational/technical school? What is the school’s academic calendar? Is it semesters or
quarters? Are there block plans or year-round calendars?
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Academic programs. If you have a decided major, does the college offer it? Is the
department well respected in the discipline? If you are undecided, are there a variety of
majors offered at the college?

Academic standards. What are the GPA requirements? What are the average SAT or
ACT scores? Do not be discouraged if the average test scores are above your own scores.
Remember it is the average, which means there are students both above and below the
average.

Cost and financial aid availability.  Is the school affordable to you? What is the
financial aid package the school is offering? Do not automatically eliminate a school from
your list because of cost. Compare the financial aid packages from the schools you are
considering. Sometimes, the more expensive schools are able to offer a financial aid
package that may make it as affordable as a less expensive school.

Length of time it will take to earn a degree.  Ask about the average number of years
students take to earn their degree at the institution.

Facilities that are available. Are there adequate computer labs? What are the athletic
facilities like? Is the library up to date? Will the health center and other student services
meet your needs?

Placement rate or graduation rate. ~What is the retention rate of the college? Does a
high percentage of students graduate and find a job in their field? Do they get into graduate
school? Is the career placement office helpful?

Safety on campus. Is campus security readily available? What types of security
programs, such as safe-ride or emergency phones, are in place?

2. Make a list of potential colleges

Based on the criteria that are important to you, make a list of the colleges that fit your
requirements.

Do a college search on-line. By answering a few questions, this tool can select colleges
that match your criteria.

Search the Internet and read books, magazines and newspapers to find out more about
colleges.

Request catalogs and view books from the colleges that interest you.
Attend college fairs and speak with college representatives that visit your school.

Talk to friends, family and your counselor for information and advice. Speak to alumni
from your high school and find out their impressions.
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3. Narrow your choices

Determine which of the colleges on your list best fit your criteria and interests.

Read the catalogs and view books you have requested.
If available, look at the college’s home page and take a virtual tour.

Schedule a campus visit at the colleges you have chosen. If a visit is not possible, call
and ask questions

4. Apply to the schools that interest you

By now you should have narrowed down your list of choices and have an idea of where you
would like to attend. Submit an application for each school. Some schools offer on-line
applications as well.

You should choose several schools that interest you. Include one or two schools that are
"reaches" or present an admission challenge. You should also include a couple of schools of
which your qualifications match closely. Finally, remember to include one or two schools
which you exceed the qualifications as "safety" schools. Make sure that you would be happy
at any of the institutions to which you apply.

After applying you will need to begin focusing on how you will finance your choice. You
should continue to search for scholarships and begin to research your financial aid options.
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Suggested Questions to Ask

What are the GPA and SAT/ACT test score requirements?
What is the cost of attendance? Are there other costs, such as lab fees or health fees?

What applications and other documents are required to apply for admission and
financial aid?

Is there an admission application fee? When is the fee due? Is it refundable? If | can not
afford to pay the fee, can it be waived?

What are the applications deadlines for admissions and financial aid? Does the school
award institutional scholarships? How do | apply?

What housing options are available? Are there options to live in a sorority or fraternity
house? Is there adequate housing for everyone? Are students required to live in the
residence halls? Are the residence halls co-ed? Is there a deadline to secure freshman
housing? Can you choose your roommate?

Does the college offer a freshman orientation?

What type of academic calendar does the school have?

What is the retention rate?

What is the placement rate? Do most students who graduate obtain a job in their field?
Do they get admitted to graduate school? Do employers do on-campus job recruiting?

How long, on average, does it take students to graduate? Is it difficult to get into the
classes required for graduation?

What is the student/faculty ratio? Does faculty include teaching assistants or do
professors teach the majority of the classes? Are there tutors or academic support services
available? Are these services free of charge?

What is the average class size? Are the professors accessible to students?

What is the academic advising system like? Is your advisor assigned or do you choose
your own?

How do you determine your major? How do you know which classes to take?

What is the crime rate on campus? Is the campus security adequate? Does the college
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have safety procedures and precautions in place?

How diverse is the student body? What is the male/female ratio? Do the majority of
students come from inside the state or outside the state? Is there a mix of ethnic and racial
backgrounds? Are there a large number of international students?

How do you characterize the area surrounding the campus? Is the town or city safe?
Are there places to eat and shop? What types of cultural events (music, theatre, art) are
offered? Are there airports, bus stations etc. nearby for travel, if needed?

What types of athletic programs does the school offer? Are the athletic teams important
to the campus? Do a lot of students attend the events? Is there strong school spirit?

Are there fraternities and sororities on campus? Do you have to be involved to have a
social life? What other student activities are there?

What clubs and organizations are available on campus? Are there intramural sports?

Is there parking available, and if so, is there a charge to park? Do many students bring
cars? What type of public transportation is available?

Are there adequate computer labs? Are there computers in the residence hall rooms or
are the rooms equipped for computers?

Are the student facilities, such as the library, athletic center and health center adequate
for your needs?

Are there student employment opportunities available either on or off campus? Are
there internship/co-op programs available?

What types of meal plans are available? Are there a wide variety of foods? If you have
special diet needs, can they be accommodated? What types of options are available
besides the dining hall?

What is the weather like?
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The College Essay

Most private and a fair number of public colleged aniversities require an essay of some type. €Bsay
is your opportunity to take charge of the inforraatthe college receives about you and to provide
information that does not appears in grades, teses, and other materials. One admissions dirbet®
expressed that “the essay is the student’'s chanteke the application come alive.” It allows you
reveal your intelligence, talent, sense of humothesiasm, maturity, creativity, expressiveneswesity,
and writing ability- traits which count in the adssions evaluation.

Essay Writing Tips

1.
2.
3

©o~No

Plan your essay early in your senior year.

Make sure you understand the question you are aimsyend answer it.

It is crucial to write for an audience of one: yseif. Do not ask yourself, “What do they want?”
They want to know who you are and you will neveabée to tell them if your are looking at them
instead of yourself.

Write the draft and set it aside for 24 hours. eAfhat time, read it to spot clichés, vagueness,
dullness, grammatical errors, and misspellingsyols essay focused on your theme, or does it
ramble? Is it confusing, or boring? Does the idtrction “grab” the reader? Guard against
excessive use of “I”. Avoid heavy reliance on tieeb, to be. Find descriptive replacements for
is, are, was, were. Use action verbs. Find mpeeific synonyms for the noun “things”.

Ask someone whose opinions you respect to readgsaay and give you his or her candid
evaluation. Ask for specifics but do not let therson rewrite your essay. “Tell me what you
think | am trying to say. How do | come acrosaggerson? What parts confuse you? Tell me
the parts you like the best.”

Read your essay out loud to locate the rough spots.

Enter your name and social security number in fifeeuright corner of each page of your essay.
Final versions of your essays should be singleegb&adth a double-space between each
paragraph.

Sample Essay Questions

What cultural work (literature, art, music) has laasignificant effect on your life?

How would your best friend describe you?

What is your definition of success?

What are your personal goals and professional plpna completion of college?

Evaluate a significant experience, achievemeri,yial have taken, or dilemma you have faced
and its impact on you.
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The Personal Statement

Some schools, in lieu of or in addition to the gssdll ask you to prepare a personal statemeris €an
be a challenge for some students because no seustgiven. Complete the following exercise tsists

you in the creation of a strong personal statement.

Take a blank sheet of paper and draw
a line down the middle. On this side,
make a list of what is important to you.

List five people who have influenced you.

What do you read?

List three virtues you admire and respect.

Discuss a failure that taught you something.

Respond to three quotes that mean something to you
What is an education supposed to provide.

List five special characteristics about you.

What is the funniest thing that has ever happeogwt.
Describe yourself to a stranger.

What questions have you always wanted answeredvapd
Name five places that impress you.
Describe a fear you conquered.
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On this side of the papeite
brief neten how any item on
the left has influedcyour life.

What lessons have you learned
as a result of that é?en

How has your life changed
because of #nagnt?

How are you diffate
because of #agnt or person?

How have you applied what
you have learned?



The Campus Visit

The campus visit should not be a passive activity for you and your parents. You will have to
take the initiative and use all of your senses to gather information beyond that provided in the
official tour. You will see many important indicators during your visit that will tell you more
about the true character of a college and its students than the tour guide will reveal. Know
what to look for and how to assess the importance of such indicators.

Initial Impressions

Your first stop on a campus visit is the visitor center or admissions office, where you will
probably have to wait to meet with a counselor. Colleges usually plan to greet visitors later
than the appointed time in order to give them the opportunity to review some of the campus
information that is liberally scattered throughout the visitor waiting room. Take advantage of
the time to become even more familiar with the college by arriving 15 to 30 minutes before
your appointment to observe the behavior of staff members and to browse through the
yearbooks and student newspapers that will be available.

If you prepare in advance, you will have already reviewed the college catalog and map of the
campus. These materials familiarize you with the academic offerings and the physical layout
of the campus, but the true character of the college and its students emerges in other ways.

Begin your investigation with the visitor center staff members. As a student's first official
contact with the college, they should make every effort to welcome prospective students and
to project a friendly image.

Here are a few things to look for when evaluating the staff:

How do they treat you and other prospective students who are waiting? Are they
friendly and willing to speak with you, or do they try their hardest to avoid eye contact
and conversation?

Are they friendly with each other and with students who enter the office, or are they curt
and unwilling to help?

Does the waiting room have a friendly feeling or is it cold and sterile?

If the visitor center staff members seem indifferent to prospective students, there is little
reason to believe that they will be warm and welcoming to current students. View such
behavior as a warning to watch very carefully the interaction of others with you during the tour.
An indifferent or unfriendly reception in the admissions office may be simply the first of many
signs that attending this college will not be a pleasant experience.

Look through several yearbooks and see the types of activities that are actually photographed,
as opposed to the activities that colleges promise in their promotional literature. Some
questions are impossible to answer if the college is very large, but for small and moderately
sized colleges the yearbook is a good indicator of campus activity.

Here are some things to look for when looking through yearbooks:

Has the number of clubs and organizations increased or decreased in the past five
years?

Do the same students appear repeatedly in activities?

Do sororities and fraternities dominate campus activities?

Are participants limited to one sex or one ethnic group or are the participants diverse?

Are all activities limited to the campus, or are students involved in activities in the
community?
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Use what you observe in the yearbooks as a means of forming a more complete
understanding of the college, but don't base your entire impression on just one facet. If time
permits, look through several copies of the school newspaper, which should reflect the major
concerns and interests of the students. The paper is also a good way to learn about the
campus social life.

Things to look for in the school newspaper:

Does the paper contain a mix of national and local news?

What products or services are advertised?

How assertive are the editorials?

With what topics are the columnists concerned?

Are movies and concerts that meet your tastes advertised or reviewed?
What types of ads appear in the classified section?

The newspaper should be a public forum for students, and, as such, should reflect the
character of the campus and of the student body. A paper that deals only with seemingly safe
and well-edited topics on the editorial page and in regular feature columns might indicate
administrative censorship. A lack of ads for restaurants might indicate either a lack of good
places to eat or that area restaurants do not welcome student business. A limited mention of
movies, concerts, or other entertainment might reveal a severely limited campus social life.
Even if ads and reviews are included, you can also learn a lot about how such activities reflect
your tastes.

You will have only a limited amount of time to ask questions during your initial meeting with
the admissions counselor, for very few schools include a formal interview in the initial campus
visit or tour. Instead, this brief meeting is often just a nicety that allows the admissions office to
begin a file for the student and to record some initial impressions. Save your questions for the
tour guide and for campus members that you meet along the way.

How Can You Assess the True Character of a College  and Its Students?

Colleges do not train their tour guides to deceive prospective students, but they do caution
guides to avoid unflattering topics and campus sites. Does this mean that you are condemned
to see only a sugar-coated version of life on a particular college campus? Not at all, especially
not if you are observant.

Most organized campus visits include such campus facilities as dormitories, dining halls,
libraries, student activity and recreation centers, and the health and student services centers.
Some may only be pointed out, while you will walk through others. Either way, you will find
that many signs of the true character of the college emerge if you keep your eyes open.

Bulletin boards in dormitories and student centers contain a wealth of information about
campus activities, student concerns, and campus groups. Read the posters, notices, and
messages to learn what really interests students. Unlike ads in the school newspaper, posters
put up by students advertise both on- and off-campus events, so they will give you an idea of
what is also available in the surrounding community.

Review the notices, which may cover either campuswide events or events that concern only
small groups of students. The catalog may not mention a performance group, but an individual
dormitory with its own small theater may offer regular productions. Poetry readings, jam
sessions, writers' groups, and other activities may be announced and shows diversity of
student interests.

Even the brief bulletin board messages offering objects for sale and noting objects that people
want to purchase reveal a lot about a campus. Are most of the items computer related? Or do
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the messages specify compact discs, audio equipment, or musical instruments? Are offers to
barter goods or services posted? Don't ignore the "ride wanted" messages. Students who
want to share rides home during a break may specify widely diverse geographical locations. If
so, then you know that the student body is not limited to only the immediate area or one
locale. Other messages can also enhance your knowledge of the true character of the campus
and its students.

As you walk through various buildings, examine their condition carefully. Here are some things
to look for:

Is the paint peeling, and do the exteriors look worn?
Are the exteriors and interiors of the building clean?
Is the equipment in the classrooms up-to-date or outdated?

Pay particular attention to the dormitories, especially to factors that might affect your safety.
Observe the appearance of the structure, and ask about the security measures in and around
the dormitories.

Are the dormitories noisy or quiet?
Do they seem crowded?
How good is the lighting around each dormitory?

Are the dormitories spread throughout the campus or are they clustered in one main
area?

Who has access to the dormitories in addition to students?
How secure are the means by which students enter and leave the dormitory?

While you are on the subject of dormitory safety, you should also ask about campus safety.
Don't expect that the guide will rattle off a list of crimes that have been committed in the past
year. To obtain that information, access the recent year of issues of The Chronicle of Higher
Education and locate its yearly report on campus crime. Also ask the guide about safety
measures that the campus police take and those that students have initiated. Here are some
questions to ask:

Can students request escorts to their residences late at night?
Do campus shuttle buses run at frequent intervals all night?

Are "blue-light" telephones liberally placed throughout the campus for students to use to
call for help?

Do the campus police patrol the campus regularly?

If the guide does not answer your questions satisfactorily, wait until after the tour to contact
the campus police or traffic office for answers.

Campus tours usually just point out the health services center without taking the time to walk
through. Even if you don't see the inside of the building, you should take a close look at the
location of the health services center and ask the guide questions about services.

How far is the health center from the dormitories?

Is a doctor always on call?

Does the campus transport sick students from their dormitories or must they walk?
What are the operating hours of the health center?

Does the health center refer students to a nearby hospital?

If the guide can't answer your questions, visit the health center later and ask someone there.
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Most campus tours take pride in showing students their activities centers, which may contain
shack bars, game rooms, workout facilities, and other means of entertainment. Should you
scrutinize this building as carefully as the rest? Of course. Outdated and poorly maintained
activity equipment contributes to your total impression of the college. You should also ask
about the hours, availability, and cost (no, the activities are usually not free) of using the
bowling alleys, pool tables, air hockey tables, and other items.

As you walk through campus with the tour, also look carefully at the appearance of the
students who pass. The way in which both men and women groom themselves, the way they
dress, and even their physical bearing communicate a lot more than any guidebook can. If
everyone seems to conform to the same look, you might feel that you would be uncomfortable
at the college, however nonconformist that look might be. On the other hand, you might not
feel comfortable on a campus that stresses diversity of dress and behavior, and your
observations now can save you discomfort later.

Does every student seem to wear a sorority or fraternity t-shirt or jacket?

Is everyone of your sex sporting the latest fad haircut?

Do all of the men or the women seem to be wearing expensive name-brand clothes?

Do most of the students seem to be on the outrageous side regarding clothing, hair
color, and body art?

Would you feel uncomfortable or comfortable in a room full of the students you observe
on-campus?

As you observe the physical appearance of the students, also listen to their conversations as
you pass them. What are they talking about? How are they speaking? Are their voices and
accents all the same, or do you hear diversity in their speech? Are you offended by their
language? Think how you will feel if surrounded by the same speech habits and patterns for
four years.

Where Should You Visit on Your Own?

Your campus visit is not over when the tour ends because you will probably have many
questions yet to be answered and many places to still be seen. Where you go depends upon
the extent to which the organized tour covers the campus. Your tour should take you to view
residential halls, health and student services centers, the gymnasium or field house, dining
halls, the library, and recreational centers. If any of the facilities on this list have been omitted,
visit them on your own and ask questions of the students and staff members you meet. In
addition, you should step off campus and gain an impression of the surrounding community.

The campus tour leaves little time to ask impromptu questions of current students, but you can
do so after the tour. Eat lunch in one of the dining halls. Most will allow visitors to pay cash to
experience a typical student meal. Food may not be important to you now while you are living
at home and can simply take anything you want from the refrigerator at any time, but it will be
when you are away at college with only a meal ticket to feed you. Here are some things to
take in when looking at the dining halls:

How clean is the dining hall? Consider serving tables, floors, and seating.
What is the quality of the food?

How big are the portions?

How much variety do students have at each meal?

How healthy are the food choices?

Are vegetarian options available?
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While you are eating, try to strike up a conversation with students and tell them that you are
considering attending their college. Their reactions and advice can be eye-opening. Ask them
questions about the academic atmosphere and the professors:

Are the classes large or small?

Do the majority of the professors only lecture or are tutorials and seminars common?
Is the emphasis of the faculty career-oriented or theoretical?

Are the teaching methods innovative or traditional?

Is the academic atmosphere pressured, lax, or somewhere in between?

Which are the strong majors? The weak majors?

Is the emphasis on grades or social life or a mix of both at the college?

How hard do students have to work to receive high grades?

Current students can also give you the inside line on the true nature of the college social life.
You may gain some idea through looking in the yearbook, in the newspaper, and on the
bulletin boards, but students will reveal the true highs and lows of campus life. Ask them about
drug use, partying, dating rituals, drinking, and anything else that may affect your life as a
student:

Which are the most popular club activities?
What do students do on weekends? Do most go home?
How frequently do concerts occur on campus? Which groups have recently performed?
How can you become involved in specific activities (name them)?
How strictly are campus rules enforced and how severe are penalties?
- What counseling services are available?
Are academic tutoring services available?
Do they feel that the faculty really cares about students, especially freshmen?
How would they characterize the campus dating life?

You will receive the most valuable information from current students, but you will only be able
to speak with them after the tour is over. And you might have to risk rejection as you try to
initiate conversations with students who might not want to reveal how they feel about the
campus. Still, the value of this information is worth the chance.

If you have the time, you should also visit the library to see just how accessible research
materials are and to observe the physical layout. The catalog usually specifies the days and
hours of operation, as well as the number of volumes contained in the library and the number
of periodicals to which it subscribes. A library also requires accessibility, good lighting, an
adequate number of study carrels, and lounge areas for students. Many colleges have created
24-hour study lounges for students who find the residence halls too noisy for studying,
although most colleges claim that they designate areas of the residences as "quiet study"
areas. You may not be interested in any of this information, but when you are a student you
will have to make frequent use of the campus library so you should know what is available. If
you know what your major will be, ask how extensive their holdings are in your proposed
major area. If they have virtually nothing, you will have to spend a lot of time ordering items
via interlibrary loan or making copies, which can become expensive.

Make a point of at least driving through the community surrounding the college, because you
will be spending time there shopping, dining, working in a part-time job, or attending events.
Even the largest and best-stocked campus will not meet all of your social and personal needs.
If you can spare the time, stop in several stores to see if they welcome college students. Here
are some things to look for in the surrounding community:

Is the surrounding community suburban, urban, or rural?
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Does the community offer stores of interest, such as bookstores, craft shops, and
boutiques?

Do the businesses employ college students?

Does the community have a movie or stage theater?

Are there several types of interesting restaurants?

Do there seem to be any clubs that court a college clientele?

Is the center of activity easy to walk to, or do you need a car or other transportation?

You might feel that a day is not enough to answer all of your questions, but even answering some
guestions will provide you with a stronger basis for choosing a college. Many students visit a
college campus several times before making their decision, as you also should. Keep in mind that
for the rest of your life you will be associated with the college that you attend. You will spend four
years of your life at this college. The effort of spending several days to obtain the information to
make your decision is worthwhile.

Campus Visit Questions

Admission Questions

- How is admission to the college determined?

- When is the application deadline?

- How many students return sophomore year?

- What are the school’s basic costs?

- What types of campus jobs are available for freshman?
- How am | assigned an Academic Advisor?

Academic Questions: For Faculty and Staff

- How much flexibility will I have in my curriculum? Can | change majors, or
double major?

- What is the most/least popular major?

- What is the average class size?

- How much access do students have to professors?

- Do professors do the academic or major advising?

- Who teaches the courses? Professors or teaching assistants?

- Can | do an internship, co-op or summer job opportunities?

- Can | study abroad?

- How often do the classes meet during the week?

- Are there departmental scholarships available?

Residence Life

- Are students required to live on-campus? If so, what years?

- Are the residence halls arranged in suites? If so, how many students per suite?
- How are roommate assignments made?

- What are the regulations concerning appliances and furniture?
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Student Activities

- What kinds of student activities are available on-campus?
- What are some of the major events on campus?

- Are most students on-campus during the weekend?

- Are there any “club” sports?

- Can all students use the athletic facilities?

- What intramural sports are available?

Arts & Communication

- What are the opportunities for involvement and performance? How do | “try-
out”?

- What groups and ensembles are available? Do they tour?

- What facilities are there for practice and performance?

- Can freshman become involved with the radio and/or TV station?

Career Planning & Placement

- What is the college’s placement rate after graduation?

- What resources are available to students looking for a job?

- What internships are available?

- What percentage of your students, who are seeking employment, have a job six
months after graduation?
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Career Colleges: The Right Choice for You?

Not the four-year-college type? Or maybe you are just looking to update your skills in a
particular field of study? Then maybe you should check out the excellent opportunities that
career colleges offer.

What is a career college?

Thousands of students enroll in career colleges (also known as technical or vocational
schools) every year. Essentially, a career college is a private or public institution that
offers a range of certifications and degrees in a variety of career-specific fields.
Depending on the type of career you're interested in and the school you select, you can
earn a certificate, a diploma, a two-year degree, or a four-year degree.

What subjects can | study at a career college?

Some career colleges only offer education in a few related fields, while others may
provide a list of literally hundreds of career-oriented subjects. Some of the most popular
subjects and careers include:

- Accounting

- Art/Graphics

- Automotive
Business Administration
Cosmetology
Court Reporting
Culinary Arts
Dental Assistant
Electrician
Emergency Medical Technician
Fashion Design
Heating/Air Conditioning/Refrigeration
Hotel/Restaurant Management
Information Technology
Medical Technical Careers
Nursing
Paralegal
Plumbing
Real Estate

Can | get financial aid or a scholarship for a care  er college?

The financial aid process is basically the same for students attending a career college as
it is for students attending a four-year college. Most career colleges participate in federal
financial aid programs, but before you apply, check with the schools to be sure. As a
career college student, you may be eligible for the following federal grants and loans:

Federal Pell Grant

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant

Federal Perkins Loan

Subsidized and Unsubsidized Federal Stafford Student Loans

Many students don't realize that they can be eligible for scholarships. Unfortunately, many
assume that scholarships are only for very smart students attending prestigious
universities. You'll be surprised to learn how many career colleges offer scholarships. It's
critical that you talk to the financial aid office of each school you're interested in to find out
what scholarships are available.
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The Application Process

To How Many Schools Should You Apply?

We recommend five applications. You are likel\heove more than five colleges or
universities on your initial interest list, but pay the options down to five means that
you have seriously considered the pros, cons, anogirand opportunities available to
you on each campus.

What Do These Terms Mean?

Below are some important terms used in the apphicand admissions process by most
colleges and universities. It is important that ymderstand them and adhere to their
deadlines.

Application Deadline: In the application literature for each college, yuall find a
date by which all completed applications are dugnéocollege.

Early Decision: Students who have a strong academic record anddexss and
have decided on your first choice of college maylyapnder this plan by November 1 or
15, depending on the college’s application deadlidader this plan, you make a
commitment to enroll in this college/universityyibu are accepted and you will withdraw
any other applications you have submitted. Deosiwill be made on your record
through the junior year. Admissions decisions (gddefer, not admit; which will vary
with each college) will be mailed in mid-December.

Early Action: This plan allows you to apply to a college by Nobeml or 15 and
receive one of three possible decisions in Decembdmit, defer, or not admit. If you
are accepted, your place in the class and roofmeingsidence hall will be held for you
until May 1%, If you are deferred, you will be reviewed in tiegular action pool and
receive your decision letter in late March or edpyil.

Rolling Admission: As soon as your application is complete, a decisiothat
application is made and you are notified by emarhail. It is generally advantageous
for you to apply well in advance of the posted dieac because it is impossible to know
how quickly the available spaces in the freshmasscfill up.

Regular Decision: The process whereby a college accepts applications
prospective students and delays the admissionideaistil all applications from the
entire applicant pool have been received. Decilgtiars are mailed or emailed to
applicants, all at once, traditionally in late Mauar early April.
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Wait List: The decision used by some colleges that do naaligipffer or deny you
admission, but extend the possibility of admisgma later date (usually late May
through July). Second semester grades can beattidi your acceptance.

Candidate Reply Date: May f'is the national deadline by which all admitted
students must inform colleges of their intentioretwoll or not enroll. A non-refundable
deposit is due by this date. In addition to natifythe school you will attend of your
intentions, you are also obligated to notify ahet schools to which you have been
accepted of your plans not to attend.

What Is The Common Application?

The Common Application allows you to apply to mpikti colleges and universities using
but one application form.

The current version of the Common Application arigtang of the schools that will
accept it can found in the Guidance Departmentaangww.commonapp.org By
logging onto the site, you can see the list of @@ schools that accept the Common
Application. It is extremely important to check &upplemental forms for each school.
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Information on College Open Houses

Here are a few of the Christian Colleges that erguently reviewed by our students. Whicheveregmal|
you decide upon for your future needs, we strongtpmmend a visit. Each college will have schediule
on their calendar a weekend to host prospectivdesiis and their families. They usually have atkdim
available to answer your questions and informatiagrams that show you the student body as it now
exists. Contact the admissions office when youaghoollege is hosting such a weekend, and make

arrangements with the High School office and adihiseGuidance Department.

Pensacola Christian College:
Maranatha Bible College:
Cedarville University:

Baptist Bible College:

Faith Baptist Bible College:
Liberty University:

Moody Bible College:

Clearwater Christian College:

Word of Life Bible Institute:
Bob Jones University:
Pillsbury Bible College:

Crossroads College:

www.pcci.edu

www.mbbc.edu

www.cedarville.edu

www.bbc.edu

www.faith.edu

www.liberty.edu

www.moody.edu

www.clearwater.edu

www.wol.org

www.bju.com

www.pillsbury.edu

www.crossroadscollege.edu
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1-800-722-4636

1-920-261-9300

1-800-233-2784

1-800-451-7664

1-888-324-8448

1-434-582-2000

1-800-356-6639

1-800-348-4463

1-800-331-9673

1-800-252-2363

1-800-747-4557

1-800-456-7651



This is the Guidance Chart we will be using to trak your choices of the diploma you have chosen. Yaan be
studying this and have advance preparation for théime we will register you for classes.
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Bethesda Christian Schools
EVENTS FOR 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR

August  8/9 Orientation Day (Grades 7-12)
8/13-14 Teacher In-service
8/15 First Day of School — Noon Dismissal
8/20 Elementary Back-to-School Night
8/22 JH/HS Class Day
8/27 JH/HS Back-to-School Night
9/3 No School — Labor Day
9/5 School Pictures
9/7 Elementary Grandparents’ Day
9/13-14 Leadership Camp for Seniors at Twin Lakes
9/17-21 ISTEP+ Testing (Grades 3-9)
9/18-20 Graduation Qualification Exam (Grades 2)-1
9/24 Beginning Band Meeting
9/29 Homecoming
10/12 End of First Quarter (Full Day)
10/17 PSAT Testing — Sophomores and Juniors
Grade Cards Go Home
10/18-19 No School - Teachers’ Conference
10/25 Early Dismissal — Parent/Teacher Confere(lc@&pm)
11/2 JH/HS Fall Concert
11/7 Early Dismissal — Teacher In-service
11/9-10 Fall Drama Presentation
11/12 Community Open House
11/19-20 Thanksgiving Feasts
11/21-23 No-School — Thanksgiving
12/21 Christmas Programs

End of First Semester
Early Dismissal — Christmas Break

12/22-1/6 Christmas Break

1/7 School Resumes

1/11 Grade Cards Go Home

1/21 No School - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
2/15 Early Dismissal - Teacher In-service
2/18 No School - Presidents' Day

3/11-13 Spring Graduation Qualification Exam Retes
3/14 End of Third Quarter (Full Day)

3/19 Grade Cards Go Home

3/21 No School — Good Friday

3/27 Parent/Teacher Conferences (4-8pm)
3/31-4/4 Spring Break

4/8-11 Stanford Achievement Tests

4/18 Junior/Senior Banquet

4/21 Scheduled Snow Make-up Day*
4/25-26 Spring Musical

4/30 Early Dismissal — Teacher In-service
5/12 Scheduled Snow Make-up Day *

5/16 Junior High/High School Spring Concert
5/19 Elementary Spring Concert

5/23 Kindergarten Graduation

5/26 No School — Memorial Day

5/29 Early Dismissal - End of Second Semester 5/30 Graduation Ceremony
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Helpful Websites

General

College Board
Peterson’s

College View

College Xpress

College Planning Center

Applications
Common Application
College Net

Standardized Testing
ACT

SAT

Test Prep Advice
Princeton Review

Career Related
Career Builder

Career Resource Center
Mapping Your Future
Military Career Guide
Indiana Career Center
Career Planning

Financial Aid/Scholarships
Absolutely Scholarships

Broke Scholar

FAFSA

Federal Student Aid

Ind. Student Fin. Aid Assoc.
State Student Assistance
FastWeb

Scholarships

Study Skills
Virginia Tech
How To Study
Essays

www.collegeboard.com
www.petersons.com
www.mycollegeguide.com
www.collegexpress.com
wwwiegéplanning.org

WwWw.commonapp.org
www.collegenet.com

www.act.org
www.collegeboard.com
www.testprep.com
WWW.princetonreview.com

www.careerbuilder.com
WWWw.careers.org
www.mapping-your-future.org
www.todaysmilitary.com
www.icpac.indiana.edu
Www.mymajors.com

www.absolutelyscholarships.com
www.brokescholar.com
www.fafsa.ed.gov
www.studentaid.ed.gov
www.isfaa.org

WWW.in.gov/ssaci
www.fastweb.com
www.college-scholarship.com
www.militaryscholar.com
www.scholarships.com

www.ucc.vt.edu/stdysk/stdyhlp.html
www.how-to-study.com
www.essayedge.com
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Honors Diploma Application:

l, , am applyingriokcademic Honors Diploma.

| understand that the following requirements mustriet:

8 credits of English

8 credits of Mathematics (graduation requiremeus girigonometry or Calculus)
8 credits of Social Studies (Geography, W. Histt$, History, Gov't/Econ)
6 credits of Foreign Language

1 credit of Speech

1 credit of Advanced Composition

2 credits of Fine Arts (Band/Choir or Art)

8 credits of Lab Science (must include 2 credit€lémistry or Physics)

1 credit of Bible for each semester at BCS

1 credit of P.E.

1 credit of Health

1 credit of Computer

Minimum of 3.0 GPA in all courses

Minimum of 50 credits

All Honors courses must be a grade of “C” or above

Student Signature
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