Todd Smith ' 2015

1608 Airport Freeway
Bedford, TX 76022
817-684-9400

April 30, 2015

Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, TX 78711-2428

Re: Your recent letter to the Texas State Guard
Dear Governor Abbott:

Let me apologize in advance that your letter pandering to idiots who believe that US Navy
Seals and other US military personnel are somehow a threat to be watched has left me livid. Asa 16
year Republican member of the Texas House and a patriotic AMERICAN, I am horrified that [ have
to choose between the possibility that my Governor actually believes this stuff and the possibility
that my Governor doesn’t have the backbone to stand up to those who do. I’'m not sure which is
worse. As one of the remaining Republicans who actually believes in making decisions based on
facts and evidence- you used to be a judge?- I am appalled that you would give credence to the
nonsense mouthed by those who instead make decisions based on internet or radio shock jock driven
hysteria. Is there ANYBODY who is going to stand up to this radical nonsense that is cancer on our
State and Party? It is alarming that our State Republican leadership is such that we must choose
between DEGREES of demagoguery. I know that in many cases you are the better of the two
demagogues (see the Lieutenant Governor driven nut job rant regarding your Pre-K program as a
recent example). Having been there, I also know that politicians are not always able to speak their
mind because they represent large groups of people and not just themselves. But this bone that you
have thrown to those who believe that the U.S. Military is a threat to the State of Texas is an
embarrassing distance beyond the pale. You are Governor of Texas! This is an open request—from a
ghost of our State’s recent Republican past—that you act like it. Enough is enough. You have
embarrassed and disappointed all Texans who are also informed, patriotic Americans. And it is
important to rational governance that thinking Republicans call you out on it.

Todd Smith

cc: Texas House
Texas senate



